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SCENE 10 - GRAMMAR

Siggijiet, qtates, nghinu

More than one: plural nouns and verbs

8 Exercises - Duration: 25 min.

( The empty flat J ( Maltese J

,Qeac{ & licten online

Some plurals add an ending. Many nouns in —a change it to -i:
lampa, a lamp, lampi, lamps. Others add -ijiet, or —jiet after a
vowel: siggu, siggijiet, chairs - kafe, kafejiet, coffees.

PLURALS WITH AN ENDING

Singular Plural Meaning
-i

lampa lampi lamp
tazza tazzi cup
bagalja bagalji suitcase
pultruna pultruni armchair
-ijiet

siggu siggijiet chair
kafé kafejiet coffee

Many more plurals change inside the word, like English man and
men, only far more often. This is called the broken plural: gattus,
qtates - mejda, mwejjed - gar, girien. There is no rule you can use
yet, so learn every noun with its plural: kamra, kmamar, the way a

dictionary gives it.
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COURSE A1

BROKEN PLURALS

Singular
gattus
gar
habib
mejda
kamra
bieb
tieqa

éavetta

Plural
qtates
girien
hbieb
mwejjed
kmamar
bibien
twieqi

éwievet

Meaning
cat
neighbour
friend
table
room
door
window

key

A plural is the same for masculine and feminine: il-mwejjed, il-bibien. And cats in

general are il-qtates, with the article, unlike English: ll-qtates jafu! Cats know!

This and that have a plural too, dawn, these, and dawk, those, the

same for both genders. Like dan and din, they stand before the

noun with its article: dawn is-siggijiet, these chairs - dawk il-

mwejjed, those tables.

THESE AND THOSE

Singular

dan - din

dak - dik

Plural

dawn

dawk

Meaning
this - these

that - those

Araw! Cikku diga fil-pultruna. Il-gtates jafu!

Look! Cikku is already in the armchair. Cats know!

U s-sufan l-isfar? U s-siggijiet ta' Lina?
And the yellow sofa? And Lina's chairs?

Fil-kafetterija ghad hemm mwejjed.

There are still tables in the café.
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Dawn is-siggijiet tal-kafetterija.
These chairs are the café's.

A plural subject takes a plural verb. In the present tense the plural
keeps the person letter at the front and adds -u at the end: the 1st
person plural (ahna, we) is n-...-u, the 2nd person plural (intom,
you, to several people) t-....u, and the 3rd person plural (huma,
they) j-..-u. A verb that ends in —a takes —=w instead: nistennew.

THE PRESENT TENSE, PLURAL

hu ahna intom huma Meaning
jghin nghinu tghinu jghinu help

jaf nafu tafu jafu know
jigi nigu tigu jigu come
jorqod norqdu torqdu jorqdu sleep
jiehu niehdu tiehdu jiehdu take
jistenna nistennew tistennew jistennew wait

With an i- in front
idoqq indoqqu iddoqqu idoqqu play

Before the -u, the last vowel often drops: norqod, norqdu. jiehu gets back a d: niehdu.
jista' is nistghu, tistghu, jistghu, and both verbs take the -u: Tistghu tigu bi nhar! You

can come in the daytime!

Not works as in the singular, and the =x comes after the —u: ma
nafux, we don't know. With xejn the =x goes, as you know: Ahna
ma nafu xejn. We don't know anything.

Bonswa! Qed nghinu biss.

Good evening! We're just helping.
Tghinu? Bil-lejl? Ghaliex?

Helping? At night? Why?
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Grazzi hafna. Imma tistghu tigu bi nhar ukoll!

Thank you very much. But you can come in the daytime too!

Ahna ma nafu xejn.

We don't know anything.

GRAMMAR

G1) FIND THE WORDS

| Underline the words in the plural: nouns and verbs.

Cikku  diga fil-pultruna. Il-  qgtates jafu!

Meaning: Cikku is already in the armchair. Cats know!

U s-sufan l-isfar? U s- siggijiet ta' Lina?

Meaning: And the yellow sofa? And Lina's chairs?

Fil-kafetterija ghad hemm  mwejjed.

Meaning: There are still tables in the cafée.
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Bonswa! Qed nghinu biss.

Meaning: Good evening! We're just helping.

Imma tistghu tigu bi nhar ukoll!

Meaning: But you can come in the daytime too!

Ic-cavetta ta' Marija tiftah il- bibien kollha.

Meaning: Marija's key opens all the doors.

Hemm kmamar u twieqi, imma m'hemmx

mwejjed.

Meaning: There are rooms and windows, but there are no tables.

G2) ONE OR MORE?

Choose the right plural.

A | qgattus
B  qtates

C | qattusi

Meaning: Cats know!
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S

Us- ta' Lina?

A siggijiet

B sigdiet

Meaning: And Lina's chairs?

Fil-kafetterija ghad hemm ______
A mejdi

B mwejjed

C mejdiet

Meaning: There are still tables in the cafe.

Ic-¢avetta ta' Marija tiftah il-______ kollha.

A bibien

B biebi

Meaning: Marija's key opens all the doors.

Marija ghandha ¢- kollha.

A cCavetti

B Ccwievet

Meaning: Marija has all the keys.
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6 Gordulinahumal______ tieghi.

A garijiet

B girien

Meaning: Gorg and Lina are my neighbours.

7 EllavCikku

A habibijiet

B hbieb

Meaning: Ella and Cikku are friends.

8 Hemm ______ fil-kantina wkoll.
A lampijiet
B lampi

Meaning: There are lamps in the cellar too.

o ______ is-siggijiet tal-kafetterija.
A Dan

B ) Dawn

C ) Din

Meaning: These chairs are the café's.
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10 ______ il-mwejjed ta’' Lina.
A Dawk
B Dak
c  Dik
Meaning: Those tables are Lina's.
G3) WE, YOU, THEY
Choose the form that fits the person.
1 Bonswa!Qed ______ biss.
A nghinu
B jghinu
C  tghinu
Meaning: Good evening! We're just helping.
2 ? Bil-lejl?
A Jghinu
B Tghinu
C  Nghinu
Meaning: You're helping? At night?
© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de 8/23


http://www.lernlaterne.de

Grammar: Siggijiet, gtates, nghinu

COURSE A1

LinavuGorg ______ ukoll?
A tghinu
B jghinu

Cc  nghinu

Meaning: Are Lina and Gorg helping too?

ll-qtates !

A jafu
B nafu

c ) tafu

Meaning: Cats know!

Meaning: We don't know anything.
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Intom tistghu ______ bi nhar ukoll!
A nigu
B jigu
C ) tigu

Meaning: You can come in the daytime too!

Marija v Ella bil-lejl.

A tigu
B jigu

C ) nigu

Meaning: Marija and Ella come at night.

Ahna bil-lejl, ghax bi nhar m'ghandix hin.

Meaning: We come at night, because in the daytime | have no

time.
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9 GorduCikku ____ fuq is-sufan.
A jorgdu
B torgdu

C ) norgdu

Meaning: Gorg and Cikku sleep on the sofa.

10 Ahna ______ bil-lejl, v Gorg idoqgq.
A jorgdu
B norqdu

C ) torqdu

Meaning: We sleep at night, and Gorg plays.

G4) WAITING, TAKING, PLAYING

Choose the form that fits the person.

A nistennew
B nistenna

C ) jistennew

Meaning: We're waiting here.
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2 Intom ______ isfel?
A tistennew

B nistennew

C ) jistennew

Meaning: Are you two waiting downstairs?

3 ll-girien ______ isfel.
A tistennew

B nistennew

C ) jistennew

Meaning: The neighbours are waiting downstairs.

4 Ahna______ I-pultruna.
A niehdu
B tiehdu

C ) jiehdu

Meaning: We're taking the armchair.
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Intom ______ te jew kafé?
A tiehdu
B jiehdu

C ) niehdu

Meaning: Will you have tea or coffee?

Marija v Ella I-bagalja.

A jiehdu
B tiehdu

C  niehdu

Meaning: Marija and Ella take the suitcase.

Ahna ____ bil-lejl
A iddogqu
B idogqu
Cc  indogqu

Meaning: We play at night.
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Intom ____ issa? Nofsillejl!
A indoqqu

B idogqu

C ) iddoqqu

Meaning: You're playing now? It's midnight!

Gorg v I-hbieb tieghu ______ bil-lejl.
A indoqqu

B idogqu

C iddogqu

Meaning: Gorg and his friends play at night.

G5) MIDNIGHT

| Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

| nistenna nistennew

Jien bilgieghda u

Meaning: I'm sitting here, waiting.
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Tghinu Jghinu

? Bil-lejl? Ghaliex?

Meaning: Helping? At night? Why?

nafu qtates gqattus jafu

Araw! Cikku diga fil-pultruna. II- !

Meaning: Look! Cikku is already in the armchair. Cats know!

siggijiet siggu

U s-sufan l-isfar? U s- ta' Lina?

Meaning: And the yellow sofa? And Lina's chairs?
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nafu jafu

Ahna ma xejn.

Meaning: We don't know anything.

mejda kafejiet mwejjed tazza tazzi

Fil-kafetterija hemm u siggijiet, u fil-ké¢ina hemm

Meaning: In the café there are tables and chairs, and in the kitchen

there are cups and coffees.

pultruni dawk Din Dawn lampi dik

il- mill-kantina, u il-

wkoll.

Meaning: These armchairs are from the cellar, and so are those

lamps.
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kamra bagalji bibien cwievet kmamar bieb twieqi

Fid-dar hemm . , U

v fil-kantina hemm

Meaning: In the house there are rooms, doors, windows and keys,

and in the cellar there are suitcases.

girien jorgdu norgdu hbieb idogqu gar

II- LUl ta' Gorg

Meaning: The neighbours are asleep, and Gorg's friends are

playing.

jigu niehdu nigu jiehdu

Ahna bil-lejl, u I-bagalja I-vojta.

Meaning: We come at night, and we take the empty suitcase.

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de 17/23


http://www.lernlaterne.de

Grammar: Siggijiet, gtates, nghinu COURSE A1

G6) PUT THE WORDS IN ORDER

Put the words in order.

1 ll-gtates jafu  kollox.

Meaning: Cats know everything.

2 jigu billejl.  Ella v Marija

Meaning: Marija and Ella come at night.

3  wkoll? jghinu Lina Gorgd v

Meaning: Are Lina and Gorg helping too?

4 norgdu, imma intom Ahna iddoqqu!

Meaning: We're sleeping, but you're playing!
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S isfel, u fug. ahna jistennew nistennew Il-girien

Meaning: The neighbours wait downstairs, and we wait upstairs.

6 fejn  huma |-qtates? Intom tafu

Meaning: Do you know where the cats are?

7 Intom ahna u niehdu kafé. torgdu,

Meaning: You sleep, and we have coffee.

8 |-pultruna. jiehdu Intom tistennew, huma U

Meaning: You wait, and they take the armchair.
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9 kafé? Intom tiehdu te jew

Meaning: Will you have tea or coffee?

10 indogqu Ahna I-girien u  bil-lejl,  jorgdu.

Meaning: We play at night, and the neighbours sleep.

G7) THE RIGHT WORDS

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 Marija and Ella come in at midnight with an armchair. Ask them if

they're helping. You say:
A Nghinu?
B Jghinu?

C ) Tghinu?
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2 Tell the two of them that they can come in the daytime too. You

say:
A Tistghu tigu bi nhar ukoll!
B | Tistghu tigi bi nhar ukoll!

C  Tista' tigu bi nhar ukoll!

3 Cikku jumps into the armchair at once. Ella explains. Ella says:
A ll-gtates jafu!
B Il-gattus jafu!

c  ll-gtates jaf!

4 You ask about the sofa and Lina's chairs. Marija and Ella know

nothing, of course. Marija says:
A ) Ahna ma jafu xejn.
B | Ahna ma nafu xejn.

C ) Ahna ma nafux xejn.

5 There are chairs in your kitchen. Ask whose they are. You say:
A Ta' min hu s-siggijiet?
B Ta' min huma s-siggijiet?

C  Ta' min huma s-siggu?
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6 Gorg's friends are playing at midnight. Tell them the neighbours

are asleep. You say:
A ) ll-girien jorgdu!
B Il-gar jorgdu!

c  ll-girien norgdu!
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G8) ONE AND MORE

Match each plural to its singular.

1) qtates

2 | mwejjed

3 cwievet

4 ) hbieb

5 bibien

6  siggijiet

7 ) kmamar

8  girien
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gattus
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kamra
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