NUMBER 7 - GRAMMAR REVIEW A1

Finnish in everyday
situations

Module 1: Arrival

7 Exercises - Duration: 20 min.

( Arrival J ( Finnish J

olen, olet, on

Person Form Meaning

mina olen I am here

sina olet You are here

han on He/she is here

me olemme We are here

te olette You (plural) are here
he ovat They are here

An article is a word like English a or the; Finnish has no articles.
Grammatical gender is a noun class; Finnish has no grammatical
gender. Han means he or she. Use the present tense of olla: olen,
olet, on, olemme, olette, ovat. A pronoun names the person:
singular mina, sina, han; plural me, te, he. A subject is the person

or thing you speak about.

Sina is normal in everyday conversation with adults as well as
children. Respectful te is possible with unfamiliar adults and uses
the plural verb. Add -ko/-ko to the verb for a yes/no question:
Oletko uusi naapuri? Vowel harmony chooses —ko after back
vowels and -ko after front vowels. Learn nimeni on (my name is),

minun taloni (my house) and avaimesi (your key) as complete
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early ownership expressions.

en, et, ei
Person Form Meaning
mina en | am not here
sina et You are not here
han ei He/she is not here
me emme We are not here
te ette You (plural) are not here
he eivat They are not here

Finnish changes the negative verb to match the person: en, et, ei,
emme, ette, eivat. The main verb keeps its short negative stem:
en ole, et ole, ei ole. This is negation. The same pattern gives en

nuku, ei nuku (do not sleep).

Ask Onko sinulla avaimeni? (do you have my key?) and learn
minulla on nalka (I am hungry) and silla on nalka (it is hungry)
whole. Tama points to this and se to it. Minullakin means | too:
-kin adds also. These useful scene expressions come before the

full ownership pattern in module 2.

kahvia, teeta, kakkua
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Form
Kahvia
Teeta
kakkua
vai

ja
hyvaa
Pidan

sinun

Example

Kahvia, kiitos.
Teeta, kiitos.
Halvaisin kakkuva.
Kahvia vai teeta?
Kahvia ja kakkuva.
Kakku on hyvaa.

Pidan kakusta.

Nyt kakku on sinun.

Meaning

Coffee, please.

Tea, please.

| would like some cake.
Coffee or tea?

Coffee and cake.

The cake is good.

| like the cake.

Now the cake is yours.

The nominative is a noun's basic naming form: kahvi, tee, kakku. A

case is an ending showing how a word is used. Use the partitive

for an amount of food or drink: kahvia, teeta, kakkua. Common

endings are —a/-a and -ta/-ta. Learn each form with its noun.

Use vai in an alternative question: Kahvia vai teeta? Use ja to add

something. Kahvia, kiitos is a natural request. Halvaisin (I would

like) is a polite conditional expression learned whole; it is not a

future tense. Finnish has no special future tense ending; a present

form and a time word express a plan. Liking uses pitaa plus a from-

form: pidan kakusta. Learn this pattern whole; place endings are

practised later.

asun, asut, asuu

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de

3/21


http://www.lernlaterne.de

Finnish in everyday situations COURSE A1

Person Form Meaning

mina asun | live here

sina asut You live here

han asuu He/she lives here
me asumme We live here

te asutte You (plural) live here
he asuvat They live here

For a type 1 verb, remove final —a/-a and add person endings: -n,
-t, a lengthened last vowel, -mme, -tte, —vat/-vat. Thus asuva:

asun, asut, asuu, asumme, asutte, asuvat. Soittaa changes ttto t
in most present forms: soitan, soitat, soittaa, soitamme, soitatte,

soittavat. This consonant change is called gradation.

An infinitive is the dictionary form: asua, nukkua. After haluan use
an infinitive: haluan nukkua. For nukkua, the weak stem is nuku-:
nukun, nukut, but nukkuu. The request soita huomenna is a whole
scene expression; requests are practised fully in module 5. Finnish

uses the same present form for | play and | am playing.

missa, minun, sinun
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Form Example Meaning

Missa Missa kahvila on? Where is the café?
talossa Aino asuu talossa. Aino lives in the house.
Ainon Tama on Ainon talo. This is Aino's house.
taloni Tama on minun taloni. This is my house.

talosi Tama on sinun talosi. This is your house.
talomme Tama on meidan talomme. This is our house.

talonne Tama on teidan talonne. This is your house (plural).
alhaalla Nopo on alhaalla. NOpo is downstairs.

Missa asks where something is. Taalla, tuolla, ylhaalla and alhaalla
are useful place words. The inside-location ending is —ssa/-ssa:
talossa, kahvilassa. Finnish endings follow vowel harmony: back
vowels a, 0, u take a endings; front vowels &, 0, y take a endings.

Words with only e and i normally take front endings.

The genitive commonly ends in —=n: Ainon talo, Jussin trumpetti.
Ownership pronouns are minun, sinun, hanen, meidan, teidan,
heidan. Standard Finnish adds a possessive ending too: minun
taloni, sinun talosi, hdanen talonsa, meidan talomme, teidan
talonne, heidan talonsa. In se on minun, no noun follows and no

possessive ending is added.
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GRAMMAR

G1) NOTICE THE PATTERNS

| Underline the form practised in each message.

Mina olen taalla.

Meaning: | am here.

Mina en ole taalla.

Meaning: | am not here.

Mina asun  taalla.

Meaning: | live here.

Missa  kahvila on?

Meaning: Where is the café?

Sina olet taalla.

Meaning: You are here.

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de

6/21


http://www.lernlaterne.de

Finnish in everyday situations COURSE A1

6 sSind et ole taalla.

Meaning: You are not here.

7 Sina  asut  taalla.

Meaning: You live here.

8 Aino asuu talossa.

Meaning: Aino lives in the house.

G2) CHOOSE THE FORMS

Choose the right word for the gap.

Meaning: | am here.
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2 Mina ole taalla.

Meaning: | am not here.

3 Mina ______ taalla.
A asun
B asut
C asuu

Meaning: | live here.

4 ______ kahvila on?
A Kuka
B Missa

c ) Milloin

Meaning: Where is the café?
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5 Sina taalla.

B olemme

C on

Meaning: You are here.

6 Sina______ ole taalla.
A ei
B emme
C et

Meaning: You are not here.

7 Sina ______ taalla
A asumme
B asut
C ) asuu

Meaning: You live here.
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8 Ainoasuu ____
A taloon

B talossa

C  talosta

Meaning: Aino lives in the house.

9 Han taalla.

C ) olemme

Meaning: He/she is here.

10 Halvaisin ______
A kakun
B kakkua

c  kakku

Meaning: | would like some cake.
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G3) MIX THE MODULE PATTERNS

Choose the right word for the gap.

A asutte
B asuu

C asumme

Meaning: He/she lives here.

Tamaon___ talo.
A Ainon

B Aino

Cc ) Ainolle

Meaning: This is Aino's house.

Me taalla.
A ovat

B olette

C ) olemme

Meaning: We are here.
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4L Me ole taalla.

B eivat

C emme

Meaning: We are not here.

5 Me______ taalla.
A asuvat
B  asutte

C asumme

Meaning: We live here.

6 Tamaonminun______
A talomme

B taloni

C ) talosi

Meaning: This is my house.
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Te taalla.
A olette

B ovat

C ) olen

Meaning: You (plural) are here.

Te ole taalla.
A en
B eivat
C  ette

Meaning: You (plural) are not here.

B  asutte

C  asuvat

Meaning: You (plural) live here.
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10 Tama on sinun

A talonne
B talosi

C  taloni

Meaning: This is your house.

G4) COMPLETE THE MESSAGES

| Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

| on olemme

Han taalla.

Meaning: He/she is here.

kakkua kakku

Haluaisin

Meaning: | would like some cake.
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asuu asumme

Han taalla.

Meaning: He/she lives here.

Ainon Aino

Tama on talo.

Meaning: This is Aino's house.

olemme olette

Me taalla.

Meaning: We are here.
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emme ette

Me ole taalla.

Meaning: We are not here.

asumme asutte

Me taalla.

Meaning: We live here.

taloni talosi

Tama on minun

Meaning: This is my house.
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G5) BUILD A SENTENCE

Put the words in order.

Mina olen taalla.

Meaning: | am here.

ole en Mina  taalla.

Meaning: | am not here.

asun Mina  taalla.

Meaning: | live here.

Missa on? kahvila

Meaning: Where is the café?
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S  olet Sind taalla.

Meaning: You are here.

6 ole tailla. et Sina

Meaning: You are not here.

7  asut Sind  taalla.

Meaning: You live here.

8 asuu talossa. Aino

Meaning: Aino lives in the house.

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de 18/21


http://www.lernlaterne.de

Finnish in everyday situations COURSE A1

G6) WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 You (plural) are here. You say:
A | Te olette taalla.

B Te ovat taalla.

2 You (plural) are not here. You say:
A Te eivat ole taalla.

B Te ette ole taalla.

3  You (plural) live here. You say:
A ) Te asuvat taalla.

B Te asutte taalla.

4 This is your house. You say:
A ) Tama on sinun talosi.

B ) Tama on sinun taloni.

5 They are here. You say:

A He olen taalla.

B He ovat taalla.
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They are not here. You say:
A He en ole taalla.

B He eivat ole taalla.

They live here. You say:
A He asun taalla.

B He asuvat taalla.

This is our house. You say:

A ) Tama on meidan taloni.

B Tama on meidan talomme.
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G7) CONNECT THE MESSAGES

Match the pairs.

1 Kahvia vai teeta? A Coffee and cake.

2 | Kahvia ja kakkua. B This is your house (plural).

3 ) Teeta, kiitos. C  He/she is not here.

4 ) Tama on teidan D ' Nopo is downstairs.
talonne.

5 Kahvia, kiitos. E  Coffee, please.

6 ) Han ei ole taalla. F  Coffee or tea?

7 | Kakku on hyvaa. G The cake is good.

8 | NOopo on alhaalla. H Tea, please.
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