
SCENE 35 · GRAMMAR
A1

Jo, kad, ja
Reasons and simple conditions

6 Exercises   ·   Duration: 20 min.

The weather and what to wear Latvian
Read & listen online

Reasons and simple conditions

Jo links a simple reason: Es palieku mājās, jo līst. Put a comma 

before the linked clause. Kad means when: Es ņemu lietussargu, 

kad līst.

Ja means if: Ja līst, es palieku mājās. A simple real condition can 

have an ordinary present or future verb; there is no need for a 

conditional verb form here.

The actual conditional uses −tu: gribētu, would like; varētu, could. 

These courtesy expressions can be used as explained chunks. Do 

not replace all future forms by the conditional.

Form Example Meaning

jo Es palieku, jo līst. I stay because it rains.

kad Es ņemu lietussargu, kad līst. I take an umbrella when it rains.

Ja Ja līst, es palieku mājās. If it rains, I stay home.

gribētu Es gribētu tēju. I would like tea.

slapjš
slapja

Es esmu slapjš.
Es esmu slapja.

I am wet.

slapjš
slapja

Jūs esat slapjš.
Jūs esat slapja.

You are wet, polite.

mājās Es palieku mājās. I stay at home.
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Form Example Meaning

nevajag Man nevajag lietussargu. I do not need an umbrella.

Es palieku, jo līst.

I stay because it rains.

Es ņemu lietussargu, kad līst.

I take an umbrella when it rains.

Ja līst, es palieku mājās.

If it rains, I stay home.

Es gribētu tēju.

I would like tea.

Es esmu slapja (slapjš).

I am wet.

Jūs esat slapja (slapjš).

You are wet, polite.

Es palieku mājās.

I stay at home.

Man nevajag lietussargu.

I do not need an umbrella.
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GRAMMAR

G1) NOTICE THE USEFUL PATTERN

Underline the form practised in this unit.

1 Es palieku, jo līst.

Meaning: I stay because it rains.

2 Es ņemu lietussargu, kad līst.

Meaning: I take an umbrella when it rains.

3 Ja līst, es palieku mājās.

Meaning: If it rains, I stay home.

4 Es gribētu tēju.

Meaning: I would like tea.
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G2) CHOOSE THE FORM

Use the English meaning and the pattern in this unit.

1 Es palieku, ______ līst.

A vai

B bet

C jo

Meaning: I stay because it rains.

2 Es ņemu lietussargu, ______ līst.

A kad

B kas

C kur

Meaning: I take an umbrella when it rains.

3 ______ līst, es palieku mājās.

A Ja

B Kur

C Kas

Meaning: If it rains, I stay home.
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4 Es ______ tēju.

A gribējām

B gribētu

C gribat

Meaning: I would like tea.

5 Es esmu ______.

A slapji

B slapjas

C slapja

Meaning: I am wet.

6 Jūs esat ______.

A slapja

B slapjas

C slapji

Meaning: You are wet, polite.
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7 Es palieku ______.

A mājas

B mājās

C māju

Meaning: I stay at home.

8 Man ______ lietussargu.

A ņem

B vajag

C nevajag

Meaning: I do not need an umbrella.

G3) COMPLETE THE MESSAGES

Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

Kas   Ja

_______________ līst, es palieku mājās.

Meaning: If it rains, I stay home.
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gribējām   gribētu

Es _______________ tēju.

Meaning: I would like tea.

slapji   slapja

Es esmu _______________.

Meaning: I am wet.

slapji   slapja

Jūs esat _______________.

Meaning: You are wet, polite.
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māju   mājās

Es palieku _______________.

Meaning: I stay at home.

vajag   nevajag

Man _______________ lietussargu.

Meaning: I do not need an umbrella.

G4) BUILD A SENTENCE

Put the words in order.

1 palieku, Es jo līst.

Meaning: I stay because it rains.
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2 līst. lietussargu, Es ņemu kad

Meaning: I take an umbrella when it rains.

3 mājās. palieku es līst, Ja

Meaning: If it rains, I stay home.

4 gribētu tēju. Es

Meaning: I would like tea.

5 slapja. esmu Es

Meaning: I am wet.
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6 esat slapja. Jūs

Meaning: You are wet, polite.

G5) WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 I stay because it rains. You say:

A Es palieku, jo līst.

B Es palieku, vai līst.

2 I take an umbrella when it rains. You say:

A Es ņemu lietussargu, kad līst.

B Es ņemu lietussargu, kur līst.

3 If it rains, I stay home. You say:

A Ja līst, es palieku mājās.

B Kas līst, es palieku mājās.
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4 I would like tea. You say:

A Es gribējām tēju.

B Es gribētu tēju.

G6) CONNECT MESSAGES AND MEANINGS

Match the pairs.

1 Es gribētu tēju. A I do not need an umbrella.

2 Es palieku mājās. B I stay because it rains.

3 Man nevajag 

lietussargu.

C If it rains, I stay home.

4 Ja līst, es palieku 

mājās.

D I stay at home.

5 Es palieku, jo līst. E I take an umbrella when it rains.

6 Es esmu slapja. F I am wet.

7 Jūs esat slapja. G You are wet, polite.

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de 11/12

Grammar: Jo, kad, ja COURSE A1

http://www.lernlaterne.de


8 Es ņemu 

lietussargu, kad līst.

H I would like tea.
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