
SCENE 16 · GRAMMAR
A1

Ommi, ibni, ħija
Family words with the ending

6 Exercises   ·   Duration: 20 min.

Photos on the wall Maltese
Read & listen online

In module 1 you said whose something is with a possessive after 

the noun: iċ-ċavetta tiegħi, my key. Family words work differently: 

the ending goes straight onto the word, with no article and no 

tiegħi. omm, a mother, becomes ommi, my mother; bint, a 

daughter, becomes binti, my daughter. That is how Marija shows 

you her wall: Dan ibni. U din binti.

The endings are the ones you know from għandi, għandek, 

għandu: −i for my, −ek for your, −u for his, −ha for her, −na for our, 

−kom for your (several people), −hom for their. omm takes −ok 

instead of −ek: ommok, your mother. iben, a son, drops its e: ibni, 

my son.

MY MOTHER, YOUR SON: THE ENDING ON THE NOUN

Person omm bint iben

Singular

jien ommi binti ibni

int ommok bintek ibnek

hu ommu bintu ibnu

hi ommha bintha ibnha

Plural

aħna ommna bintna ibna

intom ommkom bintkom ibnkom
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Person omm bint iben

huma ommhom binthom ibnhom

Meaning mother daughter son

Our son is ibna: the n of iben and the n of −na become one.

ħu, a brother, ends in a vowel, so its endings are short: ħuk, your 

brother, ħuh, his brother. My brother is a word of its own: ħija. 

Careful with the h: ħu, with the crossed h, is a brother; hu, with a 

plain h, is he. So Marija's Ella u ħuha is Ella and her brother.

ĦU, A BROTHER

Person ħu Example Meaning

Singular

jien ħija Ħija f'Hamburg. my brother · My brother is in 
Hamburg.

int ħuk Ħuk għadu tarbija. your brother · Your brother is 
still a baby.

hu ħuh Il-ġar? Ħuh bogħod. his brother · The neighbour? His 
brother is far away.

hi ħuha Ella u ħuha her brother · Ella and her brother

Plural

aħna ħuna Ċikku ħuna wkoll! our brother · Ċikku is our 
brother too!

intom ħukom Fejn hu ħukom? your brother · Where's your 
brother?

huma ħuhom Ħuhom tarbija. their brother · Their brother is a 
baby.

Someone else's family needs no word for of: the family word 

comes first, and the person after it. omm Ella, Ella's mother · ħu 

Ella, Ella's brother · bint Marija, Marija's daughter.
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TIP

Not every family word takes the ending. nanna, nannu, familja and 
tarbija keep the possessive: in-nanna tiegħi, il-familja tiegħek, it-
tarbija tagħha. żewġ, a husband, takes it: żewġi, my husband · 
żewġha, her husband.

Dan ibni. U din binti, omm Ella.

This is my son. And this is my daughter, Ella's mother.

Żewġi. Hawn għandu għoxrin sena.

My husband. He's twenty here.

U hawn Ella u ħuha. Għadu tarbija.

And here's Ella and her brother. He's still a baby.

Ommi u ħija f'Hamburg.

My mother and my brother are in Hamburg.

Ella? Ommha bint Marija.

Ella? Her mother is Marija's daughter.
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GRAMMAR

G1) FIND THE WORDS

Underline the family words that carry an ending.

1 Dan ibni. U din binti, omm Ella.

Meaning: This is my son. And this is my daughter, Ella's mother.

2 U hawn Ella u ħuha. Għadu tarbija.

Meaning: And here's Ella and her brother. He's still a baby.

3 Ommi u ħija f'Hamburg.

Meaning: My mother and my brother are in Hamburg.

4 Ella, ħuk għadu tarbija, u ommok binti.

Meaning: Ella, your brother is still a baby, and your mum is my 

daughter.
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5 Il-ġara l-ġdida? Ommha u ħuha f'Hamburg.

Meaning: The new neighbour? Their mother and brother are in 

Hamburg.

6 Kemm għandu żmien ibnek?

Meaning: How old is your son?

7 Sinjura Marija, bintek omm Ella, hux?

Meaning: Mrs Marija, your daughter is Ella's mother, isn't she?

8 Ella u ħuha? Ommhom binti.

Meaning: Ella and her brother? Their mother is my daughter.

9 Ella? Ommha bint Marija.

Meaning: Ella? Her mother is Marija's daughter.
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G2) MY SON, YOUR DAUGHTER

Choose the right word for the gap.

1 Dan ______. Għandu ħamsin sena.

A ibnu

B ibni

C ibnek

Meaning: This is my son. He's fifty.

2 Kemm għandu żmien ______?

A ibni

B ibnek

C ibnha

Meaning: How old is your son?

3 U din ______, omm Ella.

A binti

B bintha

C bintek

Meaning: And this is my daughter, Ella's mother.
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4 Sinjura Marija, ______ omm Ella?

A binti

B bintu

C bintek

Meaning: Mrs Marija, is your daughter Ella's mother?

5 Marija għandha bint. ______ omm Ella.

A Bintha

B Bintu

C Binti

Meaning: Marija has a daughter. Her daughter is Ella's mother.

6 Marija għandha iben. ______ għandu ħamsin sena.

A Ibnha

B Ibni

C Ibnu

Meaning: Marija has a son. Her son is fifty.
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7 Is-Sur Karim? ______ għandu għoxrin sena.

A Ibnha

B Ibnu

C Ibnek

Meaning: Mr Karim? His son is twenty.

8 Ella? ______ bint Marija.

A Ommok

B Ommha

C Ommu

Meaning: Ella? Her mother is Marija's daughter.

9 Ella, ______ binti.

A ommok

B ommha

C ommi

Meaning: Ella, your mum is my daughter.
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10 ______ bint in-nanna.

A Ommok

B Ommi

C Ommu

Meaning: My mum is Grandma's daughter.

11 Il-ġar? ______ mhux hawn.

A Ommha

B Ommi

C Ommu

Meaning: The neighbour? His mother isn't here.

12 Is-Sur Karim għandu bint ukoll. ______ żgħira.

A Bintu

B Bintek

C Bintha

Meaning: Mr Karim has a daughter too. His daughter is little.
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13 Jien u żewġi? ______ omm Ella.

A Bintna

B Bintkom

C Binthom

Meaning: My husband and me? Our daughter is Ella's mother.

14 Jien u żewġi? ______ għandu ħamsin sena.

A Ibna

B Ibnhom

C Ibnkom

Meaning: My husband and me? Our son is fifty.

15 Il-ġirien? ______ żagħżugħ.

A Ibnhom

B Ibna

C Ibnkom

Meaning: The neighbours? Their son is young.
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16 Ġirien, ______ fejn hu?

A ibnhom

B ibna

C ibnkom

Meaning: Neighbours, where's your son?

17 Ġirien, ______ hawn?

A binthom

B bintna

C bintkom

Meaning: Neighbours, is your daughter here?

G3) OUR MOTHER, THEIR BROTHER

Choose the right word for the gap.

1 Ella u ħuha? ______ bint Marija.

A Ommhom

B Ommkom

C Ommna

Meaning: Ella and her brother? Their mother is Marija's daughter.
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2 Jien u ħija? ______ bint Marija.

A Ommkom

B Ommhom

C Ommna

Meaning: Me and my brother? Our mother is Marija's daughter.

3 Ella, int u ħuk: ______ binti.

A ommna

B ommkom

C ommhom

Meaning: Ella, you and your brother: your mother is my daughter.

4 Marija u żewġha? ______ omm Ella.

A Bintkom

B Binthom

C Bintna

Meaning: Marija and her husband? Their daughter is Ella's mother.
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5 Għandi ħu wieħed. ______ f'Hamburg.

A Ħuh

B Ħuk

C Ħija

Meaning: I have one brother. My brother is in Hamburg.

6 Ella, ______ għadu tarbija.

A ħuk

B ħuha

C ħija

Meaning: Ella, your brother is still a baby.

7 Hawn Ella u ______.

A hu

B ħuh

C ħuha

Meaning: Here's Ella and her brother.
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8 Il-ġar? ______ bogħod.

A Hu

B Ħuh

C Ħuha

Meaning: The neighbour? His brother is far away.

9 Ċikku, int ______ wkoll!

A ħuhom

B ħukom

C ħuna

Meaning: Ċikku, you're our brother too!

10 Ella u Ċikku, ______ għadu tarbija!

A ħuna

B ħuhom

C ħukom

Meaning: Ella and Ċikku, your brother is still a baby!

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de 14/22

Grammar: Ommi, ibni, ħija COURSE A1

http://www.lernlaterne.de


11 Ella u Ċikku? ______ għadu tarbija.

A Ħuhom

B Ħukom

C Ħuna

Meaning: Ella and Ċikku? Their brother is still a baby.

12 ______ għadu tarbija.

A Ħu

B Hu

Meaning: He's still a baby.

G4) MARIJA'S WALL

Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

bintek   ibnek   ibni   binti

Dan _______________, u din _______________.

Meaning: This is my son, and this is my daughter.
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Żewġi   Ħija

_______________. Kien żewġ tajjeb ħafna.

Meaning: My husband. He was a very good husband.

ibnu   Bintha   bintu   ibnha

Marija għandha bint u iben. _______________ omm Ella, u _______________ 

għandu ħamsin sena.

Meaning: Marija has a daughter and a son. Her daughter is Ella's 

mother, and her son is fifty.

Ibnu   Ibnha

Is-Sur Karim għandu iben. _______________ żagħżugħ.

Meaning: Mr Karim has a son. His son is young.
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Binthom   Bintkom

Marija u żewġha? _______________ omm Ella.

Meaning: Marija and her husband? Their daughter is Ella's mother.

ħuna   ħuhom   Ommhom   Ommna

Jien u ħija? _______________ bint in-nanna, u Ċikku _______________!

Meaning: Me and my brother? Our mum is Grandma's daughter, 

and Ċikku is our brother!

ommhom   ħukom   ommkom   ħuhom

Ella u Ċikku, _______________ hawn? U _______________?

Meaning: Ella and Ċikku, is your mum here? And your brother?
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ibnhom   ibna   Binthom   Bintna

Jien u żewġi? _______________ omm Ella, u _______________ għandu 

ħamsin sena.

Meaning: My husband and me? Our daughter is Ella's mother, and 

our son is fifty.

Bintu   Bintha

Is-Sur Karim għandu bint. _______________ żgħira.

Meaning: Mr Karim has a daughter. His daughter is little.

ibnhom   binthom   ibnkom   bintkom

Ġirien, _______________ fejn hu? U _______________?

Meaning: Neighbours, where's your son? And your daughter?
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G5) PUT THE WORDS IN ORDER

Put the words in order.

1 u ibni, binti. Dan din

Meaning: This is my son, and this is my daughter.

2 Ella Hawn u ħuha.

Meaning: Here's Ella and her brother.

3 Ommi f'Hamburg. ħija u

Meaning: My mother and my brother are in Hamburg.

4 għadu Ħuhom u tarbija. Ċikku? Ella

Meaning: Ella and Ċikku? Their brother is still a baby.

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de 19/22

Grammar: Ommi, ibni, ħija COURSE A1

http://www.lernlaterne.de


5 ibnek? żmien għandu Kemm

Meaning: How old is your son?

6 Ella, binti. ommok

Meaning: Ella, your mum is my daughter.

7 ħafna. tiegħi bogħod Il-familja

Meaning: My family is very far away.

8 Ċikku wkoll! ħuna

Meaning: Ċikku is our brother too!
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9 Il-ġirien? żagħżugħ. Ibnhom

Meaning: The neighbours? Their son is young.

G6) THE RIGHT WORDS

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 Marija shows you a photo of a baby. Ask if it's Ella's brother. You 

say:

A Dan ħija Ella?

B Dan ħu Ella?

C Dan hu Ella?

2 Marija tells you quietly that her husband is no longer with us. You 

say:

A Jiddispjaċini ħafna.

B Għandi pjaċir.

C L-ikla t-tajba!
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3 Tell Marija that your family is far away, in Hamburg. You say:

A Il-familja tagħha bogħod, f'Hamburg.

B Il-familja tiegħi bogħod, f'Hamburg.

C Il-familja tiegħek bogħod, f'Hamburg.

4 In her drawing, Ella points at the tall woman and tells you who 

she is. Ella says:

A Din ommi.

B Din ommok.

C Din ommu.

5 Ask Marija how old her son is. You say:

A Kemm għandu żmien ibnu?

B Kemm għandu żmien ibnek?

C Kemm għandu żmien ibni?
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