
SCENE 2 · GRAMMAR
A1

Avere, non e c’è
Having things, questions and negatives

6 Exercises   ·   Duration: 20 min.

Arrival Italian
Read & listen online

Plural: More than one person or thing: libro/libri, casa/case.

to have, negation and there is

The verb avere means “to have”. In this module, useful forms are 

ho, hai, ha. You need them for things like ho fame and hai la mia 

chiave?

A very simple question can be just a normal sentence with 

question intonation. So Hai la mia chiave? is literally “You have my 

key?” but it means “Do you have my key?”

To make a sentence negative, put non before the verb: non è mio, 

non abita qui, non suona adesso. This is the basic Italian negative 

pattern.

Use c’è for “there is / there is” with one thing: Qui c’è un bar. 

Later you will learn plural ci sono, but now focus on singular c’è.

Form Example Meaning

ho Ho fame. I am hungry.

hai Hai la mia chiave? Do you have my key?

ha Milo ha fame. Milo is hungry.

non Non è mio. He is not mine.

c’è Qui c’è un bar. There is a café here.
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Io ho fame.

I am hungry.

Tu hai la mia chiave?

Do you have my key?

Milo ha fame.

Milo is hungry.

Milo non è mio.

Milo is not mine.

Qui c’è un bar molto buono.

There is a very good café here.

La chiave non è mia.

The key is not mine.

Io ho la mia chiave.

I have my key.

Lei ha molta fame?

Are you very hungry?
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GRAMMAR

G1) NOTICE THE USEFUL PATTERN

Underline the form practised in this unit.

1 Io ho fame.

Meaning: I am hungry.

2 Tu hai la mia chiave?

Meaning: Do you have my key?

3 Milo ha fame.

Meaning: Milo is hungry.

4 Milo non è mio.

Meaning: Milo is not mine.
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G2) CHOOSE THE FORM

Use the English meaning and the pattern in this unit.

1 Io ______ fame.

A ho

B hai

C ha

Meaning: I am hungry.

2 Tu ______ la mia chiave?

A ho

B ha

C hai

Meaning: Do you have my key?

3 Milo ______ fame.

A hai

B ho

C ha

Meaning: Milo is hungry.
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4 Milo non ______ mio.

A sei

B è

C ha

Meaning: Milo is not mine.

5 Qui ______ un bar molto buono.

A sono

B hai

C c’è

Meaning: There is a very good café here.

6 La chiave non ______ mia.

A c’è

B ho

C è

Meaning: The key is not mine.
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7 Io ______ la mia chiave.

A hai

B ha

C ho

Meaning: I have my key.

8 Lei ______ molta fame?

A ha

B ho

C hai

Meaning: Are you very hungry?

G3) COMPLETE THE MESSAGES

Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

ho   ha

Milo _______________ fame.

Meaning: Milo is hungry.
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ha   è

Milo non _______________ mio.

Meaning: Milo is not mine.

sono   c’è

Qui _______________ un bar molto buono.

Meaning: There is a very good café here.

ho   è

La chiave non _______________ mia.

Meaning: The key is not mine.
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hai   ho

Io _______________ la mia chiave.

Meaning: I have my key.

ho   ha

Lei _______________ molta fame?

Meaning: Are you very hungry?

G4) BUILD A SENTENCE

Put the words in order.

1 ho fame. Io

Meaning: I am hungry.
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2 la chiave? Tu mia hai

Meaning: Do you have my key?

3 fame. ha Milo

Meaning: Milo is hungry.

4 non mio. è Milo

Meaning: Milo is not mine.

5 buono. molto Qui un bar c’è

Meaning: There is a very good café here.
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6 non La è mia. chiave

Meaning: The key is not mine.

G5) WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 I am hungry. You say:

A Io ho fame.

B Io hai fame.

2 Do you have my key? You say:

A Tu ho la mia chiave?

B Tu hai la mia chiave?

3 Milo is hungry. You say:

A Milo ha fame.

B Milo ho fame.
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4 Milo is not mine. You say:

A Milo non è mio.

B Milo non ha mio.

G6) CONNECT MESSAGES AND MEANINGS

Match the pairs.

1 Lei ha molta fame? A Do you have my key?

2 Milo ha fame. B There is a very good café here.

3 Milo non è mio. C Milo is hungry.

4 Io ho la mia chiave. D I have my key.

5 La chiave non è mia. E The key is not mine.

6 Io ho fame. F Are you very hungry?

7 Tu hai la mia chiave? G I am hungry.

8 Qui c’è un bar 

molto buono.

H Milo is not mine.
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