SCENE 39 - GRAMMAR Al

Darba, darbtejn, tliet
darbiet

Twice a day: the dual

7 Exercises - Duration: 20 min.

( A bad day J ( Maltese J Eead&/l'?fe"‘ on/iME\/

Maltese has a form of its own for exactly two of something: the
dual, which ends in —ejn. darba is once - darbtejn, twice - tliet
darbiet, three times. minuta, a minute - minutejn, two minutes: so
Ravi says Naghlqu f'minutejn, we close in two minutes. A word
that has a dual uses it instead of zewg, two: jumejn, two days,
never zewg ijiem. From three on the plural comes back, as in tliet

siggijiet.

ONE, TWO, THREE

One Two Three and more Meaning

darba darbtejn tliet darbiet once - twice -
three times

jum jumejn tlett ijiem a day - two days -
three days

siegha saghtejn tliet sighat an hour - two hours

- three hours

minuta minutejn tliet minuti a minute - two
minutes - three
minutes

gimgha gimaghtejn tliet gimghat a week - two weeks

- three weeks

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de 1/18


https://www.lernlaterne.de/en/maltese/course-a1/xi-haga-ghall-grizmejn-csc039/grammar
http://www.lernlaterne.de

Grammar: Darba, darbtejn, tliet darbiet COURSE A1

One Two Three and more Meaning

xahar xahrejn tliet xhur a month - two
months - three
months

sena sentejn tliet snin a year - two years -

three years

Many feminine words in —a take a t before the ending: darbtejn, sentejn, gimaghtejn;

minuta simply has minutejn. A few change inside: siegha, saghtejn.

The body has its pairs in the dual too: widnejn, the ears, ghajnejn,
the eyes, grizmejn, the throat. That is why the verb is plural:
Widnejja jugghuni. My ears hurt. And Gord's present, tappijiet tal-
widnejn, are plugs for the ears.

PAIRS OF THE BODY

One Two Meaning

widna widnejn an ear - the ears
ghajn ghajnejn an eye - the eyes
gerzuma grizmejn a throat - the throat

With the owner's ending: widnejja, my ears - ghajnejk, your eyes - grizmejha, her
throat.

How often: count the times with darba, then say per what with
kull, every, or kuljum, every day: tliet darbiet kuljum, three times
a day - darbtejn fil-gimgha, twice a week - kull tmien sighat,
every eight hours. To ask, say Kemme-il darba? How many times?

HOW OFTEN?
Example Meaning
darba kuljum once a day
darbtejn kuljum twice a day
tliet darbiet kuljum three times a day

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de 2/18


http://www.lernlaterne.de

Grammar: Darba, darbtejn, tliet darbiet COURSE A1

Example Meaning

darbtejn fil-gimgha twice a week

kull tmien sighat every eight hours
kull darba every time
Kemm-il darba? How many times?

kuljum is kull jum in one word. And from module 5: dejjem, always - spiss, often -

kultant, sometimes - qatt, never, with ma: Gorg qatt ma jqum filghodu.

TIP

Zewq pilloli kull darba: two tablets each time. pillola has no dual,
so two tablets are zewg pilloli.

Zewd pilloli, tliet darbiet kuljum.

Two tablets, three times a day.

Darbtejn kuljum?

Twice a day?

F'jumejn thossok ahjar.

In two days you'll feel better.

Cikku jiekol darbtejn kuljum.

Cikku eats twice a day.

L-appuntament? F'gimaghtejn.

The appointment? In two weeks.

Indogq saghtejn kull lejl.

| play for two hours every night.
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GRAMMAR

G1) FIND THE WORDS

| Underline the words for exactly two.

Naghlqu f' minutejn.

Meaning: We close in two minutes.

F' jumejn thossok ahjar.

Meaning: In two days you'll feel better.

Cikku  jiekol darbtejn  kuljum.

Meaning: Cikku eats twice a day.

Indoqg saghtejn  kull lejl.

Meaning: | play for two hours every night.

L-appuntament ' gimaghtejn.

Meaning: The appointment is in two weeks.
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6 Gorg ghandu ghajnejn  kannella.
Meaning: Gorg has brown eyes.
7 Gorg, ghandi bzonn tappijiet ghall- widnejn!
Meaning: Gorg, | need plugs for my ears!
8

ll-mowbajl  tieghi ghandu sentejn.

Meaning: My phone is two years old.

G2) ONE, TWO OR THREE?

Choose the right word for the gap.

1 Naghlquf'______
A minuti

B zewg minuti

C ) minutejn

Meaning: We close in two minutes.
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2 F____ thossok ahjar.
A jumejn

B zewg ijiem

C ) ijiem

Meaning: In two days you'll feel better.

A zewg gimghat
B gimghat

C ) gimaghtejn

Meaning: The appointment is in two weeks!

4 Cikku jiekol ______
A darbiet
B darbtejn

C ) zewg darbiet

Meaning: Cikku eats twice a day.
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7 Cikku kemm ghandu zZmien? Forsi

______ kull lejl.
A sighatejn

B zewg sighat

C ) saghtejn

Meaning: | play for two hours every night.

Gorg idoqq fil-banda: kull ______ hemm kunéert.
A xhur

B zewg xhur

C ) xahrejn

Meaning: Gorg plays in the band: every two months there's a

concert.

______ , forsi ghaxar snin.
A sentejn

B sentin

C ) zewd snin

Meaning: How old is Cikku? Maybe two, maybe ten.
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8 Gorg ghandu ______ kannella.
A ghajn
B ' ghajnijiet

Cc  ghajnejn

Meaning: Gorg has brown eyes.

9 Grazzi ghat-tappijiet tal-______ !
A widna

B widnejn

C ) widniet

Meaning: Thanks for the earplugs!

10 Ghandek ugigh fil-______ ?
A grizmijiet

B grizma

C ) grizmejn

Meaning: Have you got a sore throat?
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G3) HOW OFTEN?

Choose the right word for the gap.

Zewg pilloli, tliet ______
A ) darbiet
B darbtejn

C  darba

Meaning: Two tablets, three times a day.

A ) Darbiet
B Darbtejn

Cc) Zewd darbiet

Meaning: Twice a day?

Ixrob it-te tliet darbiet

A kuljum
B kull

C) jum

Meaning: Drink tea three times a day.
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L Zewgpilloli ______ darba.
A kull

B kuljum

c ) kemm

Meaning: Two tablets each time.

5 __ darba kuljum?
A Kull
B Kemm-il
C Kemm

Meaning: How many times a day?

ma jqum filghodu.

C spiss

Meaning: Gorg never gets up in the morning.
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Rita tigi ghandi darbtejn

A gimgha
B kull gimgha

c ) fil-gimgha

Meaning: Rita comes to my place twice a week.

G4) TWO OF EVERYTHING

| Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

| minutejn minuti

Naghlqu f' !

Meaning: We close in two minutes!

ijiem jumejn darbiet darbtejn

Zewg pilloli, kuljum, ghal

Meaning: Two tablets, twice a day, for two days.
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gimaghtejn gimghat

L-ewwel appuntament f' !

Meaning: The first appointment is in two weeks!

kuljum kull darbtejn darba

Ella tigi ghandi , U Rita fil-gimgha.

Meaning: Ella comes to me every day, and Rita twice a week.

saghtejn qgatt kultant siegha

Indoqq kull lejl, u tliet sighat.

Meaning: | play for two hours every night, and sometimes three

hours.
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xhur xahrejn sentejn snin

Tonio jmur Ghawdex kull , u Cikku ghandu forsi

Meaning: Tonio goes to Gozo every two months, and Cikku is

maybe two years old.

G5) PUT THE WORDS IN ORDER

Put the words in order.

tliet darbiet pilloli, Zewg  kuljum.

Meaning: Two tablets, three times a day.

darbtejn  kuljum?  Mels,

Meaning: So, twice a day?
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3 darbtejn jiekol  kuljum.  Cikku

Meaning: Cikku eats twice a day.

4 thossok Wara jumejn  ahjar.

Meaning: After two days you'll feel better.

S Indogq lejl.  kull saghtejn

Meaning: | play for two hours every night.

6 wara L-appuntament hu Jimaghtejn.

Meaning: The appointment is in two weeks.
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7 Gorg ghandu kannella. ghajnejn

Meaning: Gorg has brown eyes.

8 Il-mowbajl ghandu tieghi  sentejn.

Meaning: My phone is two years old.

9 Tonio Ghawdex jmur kull  xahrejn.

Meaning: Tonio goes to Gozo every two months.

10 ygigh Ghandi fil-grizmejn.

Meaning: I've got a sore throat.
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G6) THE RIGHT WORDS

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 The pharmacist says: three times a day. Check that you heard
right. You say:

A Tliet darbtejn kuljum?
B Tliet darba kuljum?

C  Tliet darbiet kuljum?

2 Ask the pharmacist how many times a day you take them. You

say:
A Kemm jiswew kuljum?
B Kemm-il darba kuljum?

c ) Kull darba kuljum?

3 The pharmacist warns you he is about to close. Ravi says:
A Naghlqu f'minutejn.
B ' Naghlqu f'minuti.

Cc ) Naghlqu f'zewg minuti.
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4 Gorg gives you a small packet for the night. Gorg says:
A ) Dawn ghalik. Tappijiet tal-widna.
B ' Dawn ghalik. Tappijiet tal-ghajnejn.

Cc ) Dawn ghalik. Tappijiet tal-widnejn.

5 Tell Ella your appointment is in two weeks. You say:
A L-appuntament tieghi f'gimaghtejn.
B L-appuntament tieghi f'’zewg gimghat.

C  L-appuntament tieghi f'gimgha.
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G7) TWO OF THEM

Match the pairs.

1 minutejn

2  sentejn

3 ) xahrejn

4 widnejn

5 | darbtejn

6 | saghtejn

7 ) jumejn

8 | gimaghtejn
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two days

two weeks

twice

two years

the two ears

two minutes

two hours

two months
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