Ta' min? Ta' Lina, tal-
kafetterija

Whose it is: ta' and the owner

7 Exercises - Duration: 20 min.

( The empty flat J ( Maltese J

Read & licten online

Al

In module 1 you said whose with tieghi, tieghek. To name the

owner, put ta', of, between the thing and the owner: il-mejda ta’

Lina, Lina's table, literally the table of Lina - ic-¢cavetta ta' Marija,

Marija's key. The thing keeps its article; a name has none.

Before a noun with the article, ta' and il- become one word, tal-,

which takes a sun letter's sound like the article: il-mejda tal-

kafetterija, the café's table - id-dar tan-nanna,

Grandma's house -

ic-cavetta tad-dar, the house key. ll-kamra tal-banju is the same:

the room of the bath.

OF: TA', TAL-
Owner With ta’
Lina il-mejda ta’ Lina
Marija ic-cavetta ta' Marija
il-kafetterija is-siggijiet tal-kafetterija
il-banju il-kamra tal-banju
in-nanna id-dar tan-nanna
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Meaning
Lina - Lina's table
Marija - Marija's key

the café - the café's
chairs

the bath - the
bathroom

Grandma - Grandma's
house
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Owner With ta' Meaning
id-dar i¢-¢avetta tad-dar the house - the house
key

The owner always comes last, after ta": ic-¢avetta I-kbira ta' Marija, Marija's big key.

The adjective stays with its own noun.

To ask whose, say ta' min?, of whom?: Ta' min hi? Whose is it? It is
hi for a feminine thing like il-lampa, and hu for a masculine one like
is-sufan, as in hawn hi and hawn hu. The answer can be just the

owner: Ta' Lina. Lina's.

With a pronoun, the owner is an ending, and you know them all:
tieghi, tieghek, tieghu, taghha. They are ta' with the ending, so
ta' Lina is taghha, hers, and ta' Gorg is tieghu, his.

A NAME, OR AN ENDING

With a name With an ending Meaning

ta' Lina taghha Lina's - hers

ta' Gorg tieghu Gord's - his

ta' Lina u Gorg taghhom Lina and Gord's - theirs

Iva, din il-mejda tal-kafetterija!
Yes, this is the café's table!

Mela ta' min hi?

Then whose is it?

Ic-cavetta |-kbira ta' Marija tiftah il-bibien kollha.

Marija's big key opens all the doors.

Is-sufan I-isfar ta' Gorg. Hu tieghu.

The yellow sofa is Gorg's. It's his.
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GRAMMAR

G1) FIND THE WORDS

Underline the words that say whose: ta’, tal- and the

possessives.

1T lva, din il-mejda tal-kafetterija!

Meaning: Yes, this is the café's table!

2 |¢-cavetta |-kbira ta'’ Marija  tiftah  il-bibien

Meaning: Marija's big key opens all the doors.

3 Mela ta' min hi?

Meaning: Then whose is it?

kollha.

L |s-sufan ta' Gorg, imma I-lampa mhux tieghu.

Meaning: The sofa is Gord's, but the lamp isn't his.

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de

3/15


http://www.lernlaterne.de

Grammar: Ta' min? Ta' Lina, tal-kafetterija

COURSE A1

Din id-dar tan-nanna, U c¢-Cavetta taghha.

Meaning: This is Grandma's house, and the key is hers.

G2) TA', TAL-, TAN-

Choose the right word for the gap.

Lina zghira v bajda.

Meaning: Lina's table is small and white.

Din il-mejda ______

A ta' il-kafetterija

B tal-kafetterija

Meaning: This is the café's table.

Din id-dar .

A tan-nanna

B ' tal-nanna

Meaning: This is Grandma's house.
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Is-sufan l-isfar Gorg.

A tal-

B ta'

Meaning: The yellow sofa is Gorg's.

Hawn hi ¢-cavetta

A tad-dar

B tal-dar

Meaning: Here's the house key.

Il-kamra zghira.

A tal-banju

B ta'il-banju

Meaning: The bathroom is small.

Meaning: Then whose is it?
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Is-sufan? Ta' min _____ ?

A hu

B hi

Meaning: The sofa? Whose is it?

ll-lampa? Ta' min ?

A hi

B hu

Meaning: The lamp? Whose is it?

G3) HERS, HIS, THEIRS

Choose the right word for the gap.

Il-mejda ta' Lina? Iva, hi ______
A taghhom
B taghha

c  tieghu

Meaning: Lina's table? Yes, it's hers.
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Is-sufan ta' Gorg? Iva, hu ______
A tieghu
B taghhom

C ) taghha

Meaning: Gorg's sofa? Yes, it's his.

Il-kafetterija ta' Lina u Gorg? Le, mhux ______
A taghhom
B taghha

C  taghkom

Meaning: Lina and Gorg's café? No, it isn't theirs.

Ella? Il-kejk ______
A taghna
B taghha

C ) tieghu

Meaning: Ella? The cake is hers.
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Cikku? 1é-¢avetta mhux !

A tieghu
B taghhom

C ) taghha

Meaning: Cikku? The key isn't his!

G4) WHOSE IS IT?

| Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

| tal-kafetterija ta' kafetterija

lva, din il-mejda !

Meaning: Yes, this is the café's table!

kif abjad bajda min

Mejda zghira, ? Ma nafx ta' hi!

Meaning: A small, white table? | don't know whose it is!
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ta' tal-

Ic-cavetta |-kbira Marija tiftah il-bibien kollha.

Meaning: Marija's big key opens all the doors.

ta' tal-gar tad-dar

Is-sufan il-gdid? Le, Gorg!

Meaning: The new neighbour's sofa? No, Gorg's!

tieghu tan-nanna taghha

Din id-dar . U C-Cavetta

Meaning: This is Grandma's house, and the key is hers.
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taghkom tieghu taghhom taghha

Is-sufan ta' Gorg? Hu . ll-kafetterija ta' Lina u Gorg?

Mhux

Meaning: Gorg's sofa? It's his. Lina and Gorg's café? It isn't theirs.

ta' banju tad-dar tal-banju

ll-kamra zghira, u ¢c-Cavetta kbira.

Meaning: The bathroom is small, and the house key is big.

G5) PUT THE WORDS IN ORDER

Put the words in order.

Din il-mejda  tal-kafetterija.

Meaning: This is the café's table.
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2 Ta' min hi |-hamra? I-lampa

Meaning: Whose is the red lamp?

3 Marija  kollox. tiftah ta' I¢-Cavetta

Meaning: Marija's key opens everything.

4 Gorg. Is-sufan  l-isfar  ta’

Meaning: The yellow sofa is Gord's.

S  hafna. Il-kamra  zghira  tal-banju

Meaning: The bathroom is very small.
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6 hi Hawn tad-dar. ¢-cavetta

Meaning: Here's the house key.

7 tan-nanna kbira. Id-dar

Meaning: Grandma's house is big.

8 taghha. Hi Ill-mejda Lina? ta'

Meaning: Lina's table? It's hers.

9 Hu Is-sufan?  tieghu.

Meaning: The sofa? It's his.
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10 Lina Gorg? |Il-kafetterija u taghhom. mhux

Meaning: Lina and Gorg? The café isn't theirs.

G6) THE RIGHT WORDS

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 There's a table in your kitchen, and you don't know whose it is.

You say:
A Ta' min hi I-mejda?
B Ta' min hu I-mejda?

C  Fejn hi l-mejda?

2 Lina tells you the table belongs to the café. Lina says:
A ) Dan il-mejda tal-kafetterija.
B ' Din il-mejda tal-kafetterija.

c  Din il-mejda ta' il-kafetterija.

3 Lina asks whose big key opens all the doors. It's Marija's. You say:
A ) Ic-cavetta ta' Marija.
B Marija ta' ¢c-Cavetta.

C  I¢c-cavetta tal-Marija.
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4 Lina wants to know whose the yellow sofa in the bathroom was.

It was Gorg's. You say:
A Ta' Gorg.
B Tal-Gorg.

C ) Ta' Lina.

5 You show Ella the key to the house. You say:
A ) Hawn hu ¢-cavetta tad-dar.
B Hawn hi ¢-cavetta tal-dar.

C ) Hawn hi ¢-cavetta tad-dar.
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G7) WHOSE IS IT?

Match the pairs.

1 ic-Cavetta tad-dar

2 | il-mejda ta' Lina

3 is-siggijiet tal-

kafetterija

4 ta' min?

5 ) id-dar tan-nanna

6  ic-Cavetta ta' Marija
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whose?

Grandma's house

the café's chairs

Lina's table

Marija's key

the house key
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