NUMBER 7 - GRAMMAR REVIEW A1

Italian in everyday
situations

Module 6: Around town

7 Exercises - Duration: 20 min.

Around town Italian .
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A, in, da

Form Example Meaning

a Vado a Roma. to Rome

in Vivo in Germania. in Germany

da Vengo da casa. from home

al Andiamo al lago. to the lake

alla Vai alla stazione? to the station

ai Siamo ai tavoli. at/to the gardens

For simple directions, Italian often uses a, in and da. Use a for
many places in town: vado alla stazione. Use in with countries:
vivo in Germania. Use da for "from": vengo dalla stazione.

When a comes before il, la, i, it joins together: al, alla, ai. These

are very common in directions: al lago, alla stazione, ai giardini.

With cities, use a: abito a Roma. With countries, use in: vivo in
Italia, sono in Germania. This is an important basic pattern.

For routes, you can say dal numero 7 alla posta, alla fermata, al
parco. Keep the pattern short and clear at A1l level.
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Quanto? Serve / servono

Form Example

un chilo di Vorrei un chilo di pomodori.

mezzo chilo di Mi serve mezzo chilo di
formaggio.

mi serve Mi serve il latte.

mi servono Mi servono due biglietti.

bisogna + infinito  Bisogna comprare i biglietti.

Meaning
a kilo of

half a kilo of

| need
| need

it is necessary to / you
have to

When you buy food, use quantity phrases like un chilo di, mezzo

chilo di, una bottiglia di. These are very useful at the market.

ltalian often uses mi serve and mi servono for "l need". Use

singular with one thing: mi serve il latte. Use plural with more than

one thing: mi servono due biglietti.

Another useful chunk is bisogna + infinito. It means "it is necessary

to ..." or "you have to ..." in a general way: bisogna comprare i

biglietti.

For prices, say sono dodici euro e cinquanta or quanto costa? /

quanto costano? Keep the forms simple and practical.

In treno, a piedi
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Form Example Meaning

in treno Andiamo al lago in treno. by train

in autobus Andiamo in autobus? by bus

a piedi Vado a piedi. on foot

in bici Tommaso va in bici. by bike

a che ora A che ora parte? at what time

To say how you travel, use in treno, in autobus, a piedi, in bici.
These are fixed expressions and very common in daily life.

ltalian timetables often use the 24-hour clock. You can say alle 9:12
and alle 17:40. In speech, these are practical and normal for travel.

Use a che ora...? to ask about time: A che ora parte il treno? This

is a very useful travel question.

You can combine time and transport easily: Domani andiamo al
lago in treno alle 9:12. Keep the order simple.

Potere, sapere, conoscere

Form Example Meaning

posso Posso entrare? canl/ may |

puo Puo aspettare qui. you can / may

so So la strada. | know

sai Sai dov'é la stazione? you know

conosco Conosco Maria Rossi. | know

conosci Conosci questo posto? you know / are familiar with
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Use potere to say can / be able to: posso, puoi, puo. It is useful
for permission and possibility: Posso entrare?

Use sapere for knowing a fact or knowing how: so tutto, sai la
strada, sa parlare italiano. It often matches "know" in English for

information and ability.

Use conoscere for knowing a person or a place: conosco Maria

Rossi, conosci Valbosco? This is different from sapere.

A simple permission question is Posso...? A simple answer is Si, puo

or No, non puo. Keep these as useful chunks.

Andare
Form Example Meaning
vado Vado alla stazione. | go / | am going
vai Vai al mercato? you go / are going
va Sofia va a scuola. he/she goes / is going
andiamo Domani andiamo al lago. we go / are going
andate Andate a piedi? you go / are going
vanno Loro vanno in treno. they go / are going

The verb andare is irregular: vado, vai, va, andiamo, andate,

vanno. Learn these forms as a set.

ltalian often uses the present tense for the near future with a time
word: domani andiamo al lago, domani compro i biglietti. This is

normal and natural.

Do not translate English “going to" with andare + infinito for the
future. Say domani vado al mercato, not a calque form.
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Use andare very often with places: vado alla stazione, andiamo in
autobus, vai a Roma?

GRAMMAR

G1) NOTICE THE USEFUL PATTERN

| Underline the form practised in this unit.

Domani andiamo al lago.

Meaning: Tomorrow we're going to the lake.

Vorrei unchilodi patate.

Meaning: I'd like a kilo of potatoes.

Domani andiamo al lago intreno.

Meaning: Tomorrow we're going to the lake by train.

Posso entrare?

Meaning: May | come in?
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G2) CHOOSE THE FORM

Use the English meaning and the pattern in this unit.

1 Domani andiamo lago.

A alla

Meaning: Tomorrow we're going to the lake.

2 Vorrei ______ patate.
A una

B un chilo di

C ) un po' di

Meaning: I'd like a kilo of potatoes.

3 Domani andiamo allago ______
A atreno

B in treno

C con treno

Meaning: Tomorrow we're going to the lake by train.
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entrare?

B ) Posso

C Conosco

Meaning: May | come in?

Domani al lago.

A vanno
B ) andiamo

C ) andare

Meaning: Tomorrow we're going to the lake.

G3) COMPLETE THE MESSAGES

| Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

| a treno in treno

Domani andiamo al lago

Meaning: Tomorrow we're going to the lake by train.
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So Posso

entrare?

Meaning: May | come in?

andare andiamo

Domani al lago.

Meaning: Tomorrow we're going to the lake.

G4) BUILD A SENTENCE

Put the words in order.

Domani al lago. andiamo

Meaning: Tomorrow we're going to the lake.
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2  chilo patate. di Vorrei un

Meaning: I'd like a kilo of potatoes.

3 lago Domani treno. al in andiamo

Meaning: Tomorrow we're going to the lake by train.

4  Domani andiamo lago. al

Meaning: Tomorrow we're going to the lake.

G5) WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 Tomorrow we're going to the lake. You say:
A ) Domani andiamo al lago.

B ) Domani andiamo alla lago.
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I'd like a kilo of potatoes. You say:
A ) Vorrei un po' di patate.

B Vorrei un chilo di patate.

Tomorrow we're going to the lake by train. You say:
A ) Domani andiamo al lago in treno.

B ) Domani andiamo al lago a treno.

May | come in? You say:

A Posso entrare?

B ) So entrare?
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G6) CONNECT MESSAGES AND MEANINGS

Match the pairs.

1 Domani andiamo al A
lago.
2  Domani andiamo al B

lago in treno.

3 ) Posso entrare? C

4 ) Vorrei un chilo di D
patate.

5 ) Domani andiamo al E
lago.
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lake by train.

Tomorrow we're going to the

lake.

I'd like a kilo of potatoes.

Tomorrow we're going to the
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G7) SPEAK AS YOURSELF

Use the form for Lukas or Lena.

Lukas: Sono ______ .
A stanche
B stanchi

C  stanco

Meaning: | am tired.

Lena: Sono ___
A stanca
B stanche

C ) stanchi

Meaning: | am tired.

Lukas: Sono il nuovo ___
A vicine

B vicino

C ) vicini

Meaning: | am the new neighbour.
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4L Lena:Sonolanuova ___
A vicine

B vicina

C ) vicini

Meaning: | am the new neighbour.

5 Lukas: Nonsono ___
A stanco
B  stanche

C ) stanchi

Meaning: | am not tired.

6 Lena:Nonsono ______
A | stanca
B stanchi

C ) stanche

Meaning: | am not tired.
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7 Lukas: Sonoun ___ di Marco.
A vicino

B vicini

C ) vicine

Meaning: | am a neighbour of Marco.

8 Lena:Sonouna______ di Marco.
A vicini

B vicina

C ) vicine

Meaning: | am a neighbour of Marco.
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