
SCENE 18 · GRAMMAR
A1

Brūnas acis, melni mati
People and describing plural things

6 Exercises   ·   Duration: 20 min.

Photos on the wall Latvian
Read & listen online

People and describing plural things

Describing plural things uses −i masculine and −as feminine: melni 

mati, black hair; brūnas acis, brown eyes. Mati is plural for hair. 

The eyes and ears are feminine nouns: acs, auss.

Possession stays dative plus ir: Jānim ir brūnas acis. Polite you is 

jums. Your own description agrees with you: Es esmu garš/gara.

Learn man ir brilles, I have glasses. For a single speaker, polite jūs 

has a plural verb but a singular describing word: Jūs esat garš/

gara. Avoid using the other learner gender as a wrong answer.

Form Example Meaning

brūnas Jānim ir brūnas acis. Jānis has brown eyes.

melni Jānim ir melni mati. Jānis has black hair.

brilles Maijai ir brilles. Maija has glasses.

garš · gara Es esmu garš.
Es esmu gara.

I am tall.

garš · gara Jūs esat garš.
Jūs esat gara.

You are tall, polite.

īss · īsa Es esmu īss.
Es esmu īsa.

I am short.

cirtaini Tie ir cirtaini mati. That is curly hair.
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Form Example Meaning

brūnas Tās ir brūnas acis. Those are brown eyes.

Jānim ir brūnas acis.

Jānis has brown eyes.

Jānim ir melni mati.

Jānis has black hair.

Maijai ir brilles.

Maija has glasses.

Es esmu gara (garš).

I am tall.

Jūs esat gara (garš).

You are tall, polite.

Es esmu īsa (īss).

I am short.

Tie ir cirtaini mati.

That is curly hair.

Tās ir brūnas acis.

Those are brown eyes.
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GRAMMAR

G1) NOTICE THE USEFUL PATTERN

Underline the form practised in this unit.

1 Jānim ir brūnas acis.

Meaning: Jānis has brown eyes.

2 Jānim ir melni mati.

Meaning: Jānis has black hair.

3 Maijai ir brilles.

Meaning: Maija has glasses.

4 Es esmu gara.

Meaning: I am tall.
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G2) CHOOSE THE FORM

Use the English meaning and the pattern in this unit.

1 Jānim ir ______ acis.

A brūni

B brūns

C brūnas

Meaning: Jānis has brown eyes.

2 Jānim ir ______ mati.

A melnas

B melni

C melns

Meaning: Jānis has black hair.

3 Maijai ir ______.

A bārda

B aste

C brilles

Meaning: Maija has glasses.
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4 Es esmu ______.

A garas

B gara

C gari

Meaning: I am tall.

5 Jūs esat ______.

A garas

B gara

C gari

Meaning: You are tall, polite.

6 Es esmu ______.

A īsa

B īsi

C īsas

Meaning: I am short.
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7 Tie ir ______ mati.

A cirtaina

B cirtainas

C cirtaini

Meaning: That is curly hair.

8 Tās ir ______ acis.

A brūns

B brūnas

C brūni

Meaning: Those are brown eyes.

G3) COMPLETE THE MESSAGES

Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

bārda   brilles

Maijai ir _______________.

Meaning: Maija has glasses.
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gari   gara

Es esmu _______________.

Meaning: I am tall.

gari   gara

Jūs esat _______________.

Meaning: You are tall, polite.

īsi   īsa

Es esmu _______________.

Meaning: I am short.
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cirtainas   cirtaini

Tie ir _______________ mati.

Meaning: That is curly hair.

brūni   brūnas

Tās ir _______________ acis.

Meaning: Those are brown eyes.

G4) BUILD A SENTENCE

Put the words in order.

1 Jānim brūnas acis. ir

Meaning: Jānis has brown eyes.
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2 ir Jānim melni mati.

Meaning: Jānis has black hair.

3 brilles. ir Maijai

Meaning: Maija has glasses.

4 gara. Es esmu

Meaning: I am tall.

5 Jūs esat gara.

Meaning: You are tall, polite.
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6 Es esmu īsa.

Meaning: I am short.

G5) WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 Jānis has brown eyes. You say:

A Jānim ir brūnas acis.

B Jānim ir brūni acis.

2 Jānis has black hair. You say:

A Jānim ir melnas mati.

B Jānim ir melni mati.

3 Maija has glasses. You say:

A Maijai ir bārda.

B Maijai ir brilles.
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4 I am tall. You say:

A Es esmu gari.

B Es esmu gara.

G6) CONNECT MESSAGES AND MEANINGS

Match the pairs.

1 Jānim ir melni mati. A I am short.

2 Tie ir cirtaini mati. B Jānis has brown eyes.

3 Jūs esat gara. C You are tall, polite.

4 Maijai ir brilles. D I am tall.

5 Es esmu īsa. E Maija has glasses.

6 Tās ir brūnas acis. F Those are brown eyes.

7 Es esmu gara. G That is curly hair.

8 Jānim ir brūnas acis. H Jānis has black hair.
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