SCENE 20 - GRAMMAR Al

Biju, bija; precejies,
precejusies

Past states and family status

6 Exercises - Duration: 20 min.

( Photos on the wall J ( Latvian J

Read & licten online
Past states and family status

The simple past of but is biju, biji, bija, bijam, bijat, bija. Its
negative is nebiju, nebiji, nebija, nebijam, nebijat, nebija. These
say how a person or place was.

The finite verb does not change for a male or female learner, but a
describing word does: Es biju jauns/jauna. Married is precejies/
precéjusies, a useful pair learned whole. Birth descriptions dzimis/

dzimusi are another useful gender pair.

Full action past is taught in module nine. Photo memories such as
Kad biju mazs, dzivoju te and the gift seller's Jus spelejat are
limited recognition chunks here. The learner's status is unmarried
and without children.

Form Example Meaning

biju Es biju jauns. | was young.

biju Es biju jauna.

biji Tu biji jauns. You were young, familiar.
biji Tu biji jauna.

bija Vins$ bija jauns. He was young.

bijam Més bijam jauni. We were young.
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Form Example Meaning

bijat JUs bijat jauns. You were young, polite.

bijat JUs bijat jauna.

bija Vini bija jauni. They were young.

nebiju Es nebiju precéjies. | was not married.

nebiju Es nebiju precejusies.

nebijat JUs nebijat precéjies. You were not married, polite.
nebijat JUs nebijat precejusies.

Es biju jauna (jauns).

| was young.

Tu biji jauna (jauns).

You were young, familiar.

Vins bija jauns.

He was young.

Mes bijam jauni.

We were young.

JUs bijat jauna (jauns).

You were young, polite.

Vini bija jauni.

They were young.

Es nebiju precejusies (precejies).
| was not married.

JUs nebijat precejusies (precegjies).

You were not married, polite.

The past tense describes an earlier time.
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GRAMMAR

G1) NOTICE THE USEFUL PATTERN

| Underline the form practised in this unit.

Es biju jauna.

Meaning: | was young.

Tu  biji jauna.

Meaning: You were young, familiar.

Vins bija jauns.

Meaning: He was young.

Més bijam jauni.

Meaning: We were young.
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G2) CHOOSE THE FORM

Use the English meaning and the pattern in this unit.

Meaning: He was young.
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Meaning: You were young, polite.

Vini jauni.

Meaning: They were young.
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Es preceéjusies.

A nebijam
B biju

C ) nebiju

Meaning: | was not married.

JUs precejusies.

A nebiju
B bijat

C  nebijat

Meaning: You were not married, polite.

G3) COMPLETE THE MESSAGES

| Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

| biju  bija

Vins jauns.

Meaning: He was young.

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de 6/12


http://www.lernlaterne.de

Grammar: Biju, bija; precejies, precejusies

COURSE A1

bijat bijam

Mes jauni.

Meaning: We were young.

biju bijat

JUs jauna.

Meaning: You were young, polite.

biju  bija

Vini jauni.

Meaning: They were young.
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biju nebiju

Es precejusies.

Meaning: | was not married.

bijat nebijat

JUs precejusies.

Meaning: You were not married, polite.

G4) BUILD A SENTENCE

Put the words in order.

biju Es jauna.

Meaning: | was young.
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2 jauna. biji Tu

Meaning: You were young, familiar.

3 jauns. Vin§ bija

Meaning: He was young.

4 bijjam Més jauni.

Meaning: We were young.

S JUs jauna. bijat

Meaning: You were young, polite.
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6  jauni. Vini bija

Meaning: They were young.

G5) WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 | was young. You say:
A Es biji jauna.

B Es biju jauna.

2 You were young, familiar. You say:
A Tu biju jauna.

B Tu biji jauna.

3 He was young. You say:

A Vins bija jauns.

B Vins biju jauns.
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4 We were young. You say:

A ) Mes bijam jauni.

B Més bijat jauni.

G6) CONNECT MESSAGES AND MEANINGS

Match the pairs.

1 Es biju jauna.

2 | Es nebiju

precejusies.

3 ) Tu biji jauna.

4 JUs bijat jauna.

5 Jus nebijat

precejusies.

6 | Mes bijam jauni.

7 Vins bija jauns.
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| was not married.

You were young, polite.

We were young.

You were not married, polite.

They were young.

| was young.

You were young, familiar.
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8 | Vini bija jauni. H He was young.
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