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SCENE 25 - GRAMMAR

Immer, oft, manchmal, nie

Describe a routine and state a simple rule

5 Exercises - Duration: 15 min.

( The first week at work J ( German J

,Qeo.c{ & licten online
How often?

Use Wie oft? to ask about frequency. immer means always, oft
often, manchmal sometimes and nie never. They normally go after
the conjugated verb or after the subject when a time phrase
comes first: Mikesch kommt immer mit, Am Nachmittag schlaft er

meistens.

FREQUENCY IN A ROUTINE

Frequency Example

Always Thomas kommt immer frih.
Often Jonas spielt oft nachts.
Sometimes Ich esse manchmal Kuchen.
Never Mikesch kommt nie zu spat.
Twice a day Mikesch isst zweimal am Tag.

Start with the time, keep the verb second

Freitags means every Friday. A time or frequency phrase can start
a statement: Freitags sitzt Mikesch auf dem Stuhl. Then comes
the conjugated verb, followed by the subject. You can describe

the routine without making a longer sentence.
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An action, a thing, or an absolute never?

For an ordinary negative action use nicht: Ich schlafe bei der
Arbeit nicht. For a negative noun phrase use kein: Ich habe keine
Zeit. Nie already gives a negative meaning: Thomas kommt nie zu
spat. Do not add another negative merely because English or

another language might use one.

Ich esse nicht jeden Tag Kuchen.

| do not eat cake every day.

Wir haben am Freitag keine Besprechung.

We do not have a meeting on Friday.

Mikesch sitzt manchmal auf meinem Stuhl.

Mikesch sometimes sits on my chair.

GRAMMAR

G1) NOTICE THE USEFUL FORMS

| Underline the words and phrases that say how often.

Thomas kommt immer  fruh.

Meaning: Thomas always comes early.
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2 |ch esse manchmal Kuchen.

Meaning: | sometimes eat cake.

3  Mikesch kommt nie zu spat.

Meaning: Mikesch is never late.

4 Er isst zweimal am Tag.

Meaning: He eats twice a day.

G2) ROUTINE AND NEGATION

Choose the right word for the gap.

1 Thomas kommt ___ Zu spat.
A nie
B kein

C nichts

Meaning: Thomas is never late.
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2 Ichesse ______ Kuchen, aber nicht jeden Tag.
A manchmal

B nie

C ) immer

Meaning: | sometimes eat cake, but not every day.

3 Mikeschisst ___ am Tag.
A zweiten

B zweimal

C zwei

Meaning: Mikesch eats twice a day.

4L Am Nachmittag ______ er.
A schlafen
B schlafst

C schlaft

Meaning: He sleeps in the afternoon.
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Ich schlafe bei der Arbeit ___

A kein

B nicht

C nein

Meaning: | do not sleep at work.

Wir haben ____ Besprechung.

A nein

B keine

C ) nicht

Meaning: We have no meeting.

G3) COMPLETE THE CONVERSATION
| Fill the gaps with the words from the box.
| immer nie kein

Thomas kommt froh. Mikesch kommt ZU
spat.

Meaning: Thomas always comes early. Mikesch is never late.
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jedes manchmal jeden

Ich esse Kuchen. Aber nicht Tag.

Meaning: | sometimes eat cake. But not every day.

sitzt schlaft schlafen sitzen

Freitags Mikesch auf meinem Stuhl. Er

meistens.

Meaning: Mikesch sits on my chair on Fridays. He usually sleeps.

nicht keine nein

Ich schlafe . Ich habe Zeit.

Meaning: | do not sleep. | have no time.
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G4) PUT THE MESSAGE TOGETHER

Put the words in order.

1 Mikesch? Wie oft isst

Meaning: How often does Mikesch eat?

2  meistens. Am er schldft Nachmittag

Meaning: He usually sleeps in the afternoon.

3 Ich zu nie komme spat.

Meaning: | am never late.

4 keine Besprechung. haben Freitag Wir am

Meaning: We have no meeting on Friday.
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G5) WHAT DOES THE MESSAGE DO?

Match the pairs.

1 Thomas kommt A ) He is not late on any occasion.
immer froh.

2 | Mikesch kommt nie B There are two meals each day.
ZU spat.

3 Ich esse manchmal C ) It happens on some occasions.
Kuchen.

4 ) Mikesch isst D He is early every time.

zweimal am Tag.
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