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SCENE 13 - GRAMMAR

Ich mochte bestellen

Polite requests, likes and preferences

6 Exercises - Duration: 20 min.

( The café J ( German J ,Qeac{&/igte“ online

Make a polite request

Use the mochte forms for a polite wish or request. They are
related to mogen, but here you learn them as an everyday request
pattern, rather than a report about the past. You can name a thing:
Ich mochte einen Kaffee. Or put another verb in its infinitive at the
end: Ich mochte bestellen.

POLITE REQUESTS FOR EVERY PERSON

Person Form

ich mochte
du mochtest
*er - sie - es* mochte
wir mochten
ihr mochtet
*sie - Sie* mochten

Like a thing; enjoy an activity

Ich mag Kaffee says you like coffee. Ich trinke gern Kaffee says
you enjoy drinking it: gern goes with the action. The verb still
agrees with its subject. Do not put an extra verb after gern: it

describes how you feel about the action already named.

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de 1/10


https://www.lernlaterne.de/en/german/course-a1/der-mann-an-tisch-drei-csc013/grammar
http://www.lernlaterne.de

Grammar: Ich mochte bestellen COURSE A1

Prefer something else

Lieber means preferably or rather in this context: Heute trinke ich
lieber Tee. It compares a preference without needing a new verb
tense. A short café request such as Einen Kaffee, bitte is also
natural: the requested thing has the same accusative form as after
Ich mochte.

Wir mochten zwei Tassen Tee.

We would like two cups of tea.

Lotte isst gern Pfannkuchen.

Lotte likes eating pancakes.

Ich mochte heute lieber Tee.

| would prefer tea today.

GRAMMAR

G1) NOTICE THE USEFUL FORMS

| Underline the polite request forms and preference words.

Ich mochte einen Kaffee.

Meaning: | would like a coffee.
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2 Lotte isst gern Pfannkuchen.

Meaning: Lotte likes eating pancakes.

3  Wir modchten bestellen.

Meaning: We would like to order.

4  Heute trinke ich lieber Tee.

Meaning: | would rather drink tea today.

G2) MAKE THE REQUEST FIT THE PERSON

Choose the right word for the gap.

1 Ich___ einen Kaffee.
A mochtest
B mochtet

C ) mochte

Meaning: | would like a coffee.
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2 Du______ die Speisekarte.
A mochte

B mochten

C ) mochtest

Meaning: You would like the menu.

3 Wir______ bezahlen.
A mochtest

B mochten

C ) mochtet

Meaning: We would like to pay.

4 lhr ______ zwei Brotchen.
A mochten
B mochtest

C ) mochtet

Meaning: You would like two rolls (several people).
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Sie einen Tee?

A Mochtet
B ) Mochten

C ) Mochtest

Meaning: Would you like a tea (polite)?

Lotte einen Pfannkuchen.

B mochtest

C ) mochtet

Meaning: Lotte would like a pancake.

G3) A WISH, A LIKE, OR AN ACTIVITY?

Choose the right word for the gap.

Ich trinke ____ Tee.
A mag

B gern

C ) mochte

Meaning: | like drinking tea.
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2 Ich____ den Kuchen.
A gern
B mag
C ) mochte

Meaning: | like the cake.

3 Ich mochte jetzt ______ .
A bestelle
B bestellen

C  bestellst

Meaning: | would like to order now.

4L Heute trinkeich ____ Wasser.
A lieber

B mag

C ) mochte

Meaning: Today | would rather drink water.
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G4) COMPLETE THE CONVERSATION

| Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

| mochtet mochten mochte

Ich die Speisekarte. Wir bestellen.

Meaning: | would like the menu. We would like to order.

mochtet mochtest mochte

Du Kaffee. lhr Tee.

Meaning: You would like coffee. You would like tea (several

people).
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Mochten mochte Mochtest

Lotte einen Pfannkuchen. Sie auch einen?

Meaning: Lotte would like a pancake. Would you like one too

(polite)?

mag lieber mochte

Ich Milch, aber heute trinke ich Wasser.

Meaning: | like milk, but today | would rather drink water.

G5) PUT THE MESSAGE TOGETHER

Put the words in order.

Rechnung. mochten Wir die

Meaning: We would like the bill.
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2  trinken? mochten Sie  Was

Meaning: What would you like to drink (polite)?

3 gern esse Ich  Kuchen.

Meaning: | like eating cake.

4  Tee. ich moéchte Heute lieber

Meaning: | would prefer tea today.

G6) RESPOND TO THE SITUATION

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 Greta has brought cake before you have chosen anything. You

want to order your own meal first. You say:
A Wie viele Leute sind hier?
B Ich mochte selbst bestellen.

C ) Ich mag deinen Kuchen.
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2 A shopkeeper offers coffee, but today you would rather have tea.

You say:
A Ich mochte lieber Tee.
B Ich trinke gern Kaffee.

C  Ich mag Tee nicht.

3 You have finished eating and want to pay. You say:
A ' Die Rechnung, bitte.
B Eine Speisekarte, bitte.

C ) Einen Kaffee, bitte.
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