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Comparing two things

6 Exercises   ·   Duration: 20 min.

The weather and what to wear English
Read & listen online

Comparing two things

Short adjectives often add −er: cold → colder, small → smaller. A 

final −e needs only −r: large → larger. In a short consonant-vowel-

consonant adjective, double the consonant: big → bigger.

Longer adjectives commonly use more: more interesting, more 

expensive. Do not combine more with an −er form in this basic 

pattern. Good → better and bad → worse are irregular.

Use than to introduce the other thing: colder than Hamburg, 

bigger than our lake. The comparative does not change for a 

plural noun or a female speaker.

Form Example Meaning

colder It’s colder here than in 
Hamburg.

Compare the temperature at 
two places.

bigger This bag is bigger than that 
one.

Compare the size of two bags.

more This plan is more 
interesting.

Compare with a longer 
adjective.

better This coffee is better. Use the irregular comparative 
of good.
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Form Example Meaning

than The sea is bigger than the 
lake.

Introduce the second part of a 
comparison.

expensive This jacket is more 
expensive.

Use a normal long-adjective 
comparison.

It’s colder here than in Hamburg.

Compare the temperature at two places.

This bag is bigger than that one.

Compare the size of two bags.

This plan is more interesting.

Compare with a longer adjective.

This coffee is better.

Use the irregular comparative of good.

The sea is bigger than the lake.

Introduce the second part of a comparison.

This jacket is more expensive.

Use a normal long-adjective comparison.
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GRAMMAR

G1) NOTICE THE PATTERNS

Underline the form described in this unit.

1 It’s colder here than in Hamburg.

Meaning: Compare the temperature at two places.

2 This bag is bigger than that one.

Meaning: Compare the size of two bags.

3 This plan is more interesting.

Meaning: Compare with a longer adjective.

4 This coffee is better.

Meaning: Use the irregular comparative of good.

5 The sea is bigger than the lake.

Meaning: Introduce the second part of a comparison.
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6 This jacket is more expensive.

Meaning: Use a normal long-adjective comparison.

G2) CHOOSE THE FORM

Choose the right word for the gap.

1 It’s ______ here than in Hamburg.

A coldest

B more colder

C colder

Meaning: Compare the temperature at two places.

2 This bag is ______ than that one.

A bigger

B biger

C biggest

Meaning: Compare the size of two bags.
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3 This plan is ______ interesting.

A many

B more

C much

Meaning: Compare with a longer adjective.

4 This coffee is ______.

A best

B gooder

C better

Meaning: Use the irregular comparative of good.

5 The sea is bigger ______ the lake.

A than

B as

C then

Meaning: Introduce the second part of a comparison.
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6 This jacket is more ______.

A expensive

B expensivest

C expensiver

Meaning: Use a normal long-adjective comparison.

G3) COMPLETE A SHORT MESSAGE

Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

colder   more colder

It’s _______________ here than in Hamburg.

Meaning: Compare the temperature at two places.

bigger   biger

This bag is _______________ than that one.

Meaning: Compare the size of two bags.
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more   much

This plan is _______________ interesting.

Meaning: Compare with a longer adjective.

better   gooder

This coffee is _______________.

Meaning: Use the irregular comparative of good.

than   then

The sea is bigger _______________ the lake.

Meaning: Introduce the second part of a comparison.
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expensive   expensiver

This jacket is more _______________.

Meaning: Use a normal long-adjective comparison.

G4) BUILD USEFUL SENTENCES

Put the words in order.

1 colder It’s than Hamburg. here in

Meaning: Compare the temperature at two places.

2 that one. bigger than is bag This

Meaning: Compare the size of two bags.
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3 is plan more interesting. This

Meaning: Compare with a longer adjective.

4 coffee This better. is

Meaning: Use the irregular comparative of good.

5 than the sea is The lake. bigger

Meaning: Introduce the second part of a comparison.

6 jacket more is This expensive.

Meaning: Use a normal long-adjective comparison.

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de 9/11

Grammar: colder than, bigger than, better COURSE A1

http://www.lernlaterne.de


G5) WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 Compare the temperature at two places. You say:

A It’s more colder here than in Hamburg.

B It’s colder here than in Hamburg.

2 Compare the size of two bags. You say:

A This bag is bigger than that one.

B This bag is biger than that one.

3 Compare with a longer adjective. You say:

A This plan is more interesting.

B This plan is much interesting.

4 Use the irregular comparative of good. You say:

A This coffee is gooder.

B This coffee is better.

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de 10/11

Grammar: colder than, bigger than, better COURSE A1

http://www.lernlaterne.de


G6) CONNECT MESSAGES AND MEANINGS

Match the pairs.

1 This jacket is more 

expensive.

A Introduce the second part of a 

comparison.

2 This bag is bigger 

than that one.

B Compare the size of two bags.

3 This plan is more 

interesting.

C Use a normal long-adjective 

comparison.

4 The sea is bigger 

than the lake.

D Compare with a longer 

adjective.

5 It’s colder here 

than in Hamburg.

E Compare the temperature at 

two places.

6 This coffee is better. F Use the irregular comparative of 

good.
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