
SCENE 41 · NUMBER 7
A1

Qabel il-kunċert
Saturday evening on the market square: stalls, lights, baked macaroni. Sun, 
then rain, then sun again, and you are in Marija's old raincoat. You are at the 
café stand, and you are the cat's minder. The concert will start at eight. Then 
Ġorġ runs up: his mouthpiece is gone. And where is the cat?

165 Words   ·   5 Exercises   ·   Duration: 15 min.

The festival Maltese
Read & listen online

LEARNING GOAL

I can say what will happen and when.

Lina = ■     Lena (Lukas) = ○     Marija = ▲     Ġorġ = ●

Saturday evening, the festa in the village square: stalls, 

coloured lights, the band, and the smell of baked macaroni. 

You are at the café stall in Marija's old raincoat. Next to the 

stage, a big grey box with a light switch hums warmly.
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■ Kafè, żewġ ewro. Imqarrun il-forn, tliet ewro: ħmejtu jien. Int se 

tieħu l-flus, u jien se nagħmel il-kafè.

○ Tajjeb. U Ċikku fejn hu? Irrid nieħu ħsiebu.

■ Taħt il-mejda. Se jorqod sal-kunċert.

Marija comes past the stall with her handbag.

▲ Bonswa! Mela, kif inhu t-temp?

○ Eżatt bħat-tbassir ta' Tonio: filgħodu x-xemx, imbagħad ix-xita, u 

issa x-xemx mill-ġdid.

▲ Iktar tard se jkun hemm riħ qawwi. U forsi borra.

○ Borra? F'Malta? Le, le! Illum mhux se jkun hemm borra.

▲ Il-kunċert se jibda fit-tmienja. Ġorġ se jdoqq l-ewwel.

▲ Jien se noqgħod fuq il-bank, quddiem il-palk.

▲ Ella se tkanta mat-tfal. U Tonio se jiżfen.

○ Tonio se jiżfen? Verament?

▲ Għadu ma jafx. Imma se jiżfen.

Ten to eight. Ġorġ runs up with his trumpet, white as a sheet.

● Għinuni! Il-bokkin tiegħi m'għadux hawn!

○ Bokkin? X'inhu?
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● Ħaġa żgħira, hawn, ara. Mingħajru ma nistax indoqq.

○ U fejn kien?

● Fuq il-bankarell tagħkom, ħdejn il-kafè. Għaxar minuti ilu.

You look under the table. No cat.

○ Ħdejn il-kafè tagħna? U Ċikku fejn hu?

● Il-kunċert jibda f'għaxar minuti. X'se nagħmel issa?

Marija opens her handbag and takes out a small old trumpet.

▲ Stenna.

● L-ewwel trumbetta tiegħi! Bħal fir-ritratt!

▲ Żammejtha għal tmintax-il sena. Għalik.

● Grazzi, Sinjura Marija. Illejla se ndoqq għalik.

○ U jien se nsib lil Ċikku.

Fit-tmienja Ġorġ jibda jdoqq it-trumbetta l-qadima. Kulħadd 

jisma' fis-skiet. Imma wara erbatax-il minuta, fl-ewwel 

kanzunetta, id-dwal kollha jintfew.
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Vocabulary

DOING THINGS · AZZJONIJIET

jaħmi bake
Ħmejt kejk: I baked a cake. Il-forn: the oven, 
and the bakery.

isib find
Sibtha! I found it! (for a feminine word)

EVERYDAY THINGS · AFFARIJIET TA' KULJUM

bokkin mouthpiece
The small part of a trumpet you blow into.

DATES AND EVENTS · DATI U OKKAŻJONIJIET

illejla tonight
From il-lejl, the night.

LISTENING & UNDERSTANDING

L1) WHO SAYS IT

Read the dialogue again. Who says these words? Tick the 

right person.

1 Għadu ma jafx. Imma se jiżfen.

A Marija B Lena

C Ġorġ D Lina
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L2) WHAT DOES IT MEAN

Tick the right English meaning.

1 Ħaġa żgħira, hawn, ara. Mingħajru ma nistax indoqq.

A Under the table. He'll sleep until the concert.

B A little thing, here, look. I can't play without it.

C I'll sit on the bench in front of the stage.

L3) HOW DO YOU SAY IT

Tick the right Maltese sentence.

1 The concert will start at eight. Ġorġ will play first.

A Il-kunċert se jibda fit-tmienja. Ġorġ se jdoqq l-ewwel.

B Jien se noqgħod fuq il-bank, quddiem il-palk.

C U jien se nsib lil Ċikku.
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L4) PUT THE WORDS IN ORDER

Write the words in the right order on the line.

1 Marija. Illejla se għalik. ndoqq Sinjura Grazzi,

L5) WHAT HAPPENS FIRST

Number the lines in the order they come in the scene.

Bokkin? X'inhu?

Grazzi, Sinjura Marija. Illejla se ndoqq għalik.

Ħdejn il-kafè tagħna? U Ċikku fejn hu?

Ella se tkanta mat-tfal. U Tonio se jiżfen.

Taħt il-mejda. Se jorqod sal-kunċert.
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SCENE 41 · WORDS
A1

Qabel il-kunċert
Before the concert

4 Exercises   ·   Duration: 10 min.

The festival Maltese
Read & listen online

jaħmi
bake

bokkin
mouthpiece

isib
find

illejla
tonight

Words

jaħmi bake
Kafè, żewġ ewro. Imqarrun il-forn, tliet 
ewro: ħmejtu jien. Int se tieħu l-flus, u jien 
se nagħmel il-kafè.

bokkin mouthpiece
Bokkin? X'inhu?

isib find
U jien se nsib lil Ċikku.

illejla tonight
Grazzi, Sinjura Marija. Illejla se ndoqq għalik.
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VOCABULARY & COMMUNICATION

W1) WHAT DOES IT MEAN?

What does it mean?

1 bokkin

A how many

B why

C mouthpiece

2 jaħmi

A wardrobe

B put

C bake

3 isib

A keep

B find

C fill in (a form)

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de 8/38

Words: Qabel il-kunċert COURSE A1

http://www.lernlaterne.de


4 illejla

A good morning

B wet

C tonight

W2) AT THE CAFÉ STALL

Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

flus   ewro

Kafè, żewġ _______________. Imqarrun il-forn, tliet ewro.

Meaning: Coffee, two euros. Baked macaroni, three euros.

flus   kafè   bokkin

Int se tieħu l-_______________, u jien se nagħmel il-_______________.

Meaning: You'll take the money, and I'll make the coffee.
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għada   fit-tmienja

Il-kunċert se jibda _______________.

Meaning: The concert will start at eight.

bankarell   bokkin

Il-_______________ tiegħi m'għadux hawn!

Meaning: My mouthpiece isn't here any more!

ndoqq   nsib

U jien se _______________ lil Ċikku.

Meaning: And I'll find Ċikku.
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W3) MACARONI FOR THE CUSTOMERS

Fill the speech bubbles.

tnejn   imqarrun   jorqod   ħsiebu   flus   jiekol

Lina: Hawn hu l-_______________. Dan għan-nies!

Lena: Tajjeb. Jien se nieħu _______________.

Lena: Kien hemm tlieta... Issa hemm _______________ biss!

Lina: Taħt il-mejda. Ċikku qed _______________!

Meaning: 1. Here's the baked macaroni. It's for the customers!

2. All right. I'll look after it.

3. There were three... Now there are only two!

4. Under the table. Ċikku is eating!
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W4) BEFORE THE CONCERT

Match the pairs.

1 bank A a mouthpiece

2 flus B money

3 palk C tonight

4 bokkin D baked macaroni

5 bankarell E a stage

6 isib F he finds

7 imqarrun il-forn G a bench

8 illejla H a stall
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SCENE 41 · GRAMMAR
A1

Se ndoqq, se jkun hemm
The future

8 Exercises   ·   Duration: 25 min.

The festival Maltese
Read & listen online

The future tense is the set of verb forms for what will happen. 

Maltese makes it the easy way: se goes in front of the present 

tense, and the verb keeps its person letter, as always. Indoqq is I 

play, se ndoqq is I'll play. Il-kunċert se jibda fit-tmienja. The 

concert will start at eight. Some people say ser or ħa instead of se:

 Ħa nara. I'll see.

THE FUTURE TENSE: SE AND THE PRESENT

Verb jien int · hi hu aħna intom huma Meaning

Most verbs: n- · t- · j-, and -u in the plural

jagħ
mel

se n
agħmel

se t
agħmel

se j
agħmel

se n
agħmlu

se t
agħmlu

se j
agħml
u

make, 
do

jibda se n
ibda

se t
ibda

se j
ibda

se nibd
ew

se tibd
ew

se jibd
ew

start

With an i- in front: after se the i drops, and an i- alone becomes j-

idoq
q

se n
doqq

se d
doqq

se j
doqq

se n
doqqu

se d
doqqu

se j
doqqu

play 
(music)

imur se m
mur

se tmur se jmur se m
morru

se t
morru

se j
morru

go

int and hi sound the same, as in every present: se tibda is you'll start, or she'll start. se 

ends in a vowel, so the i- in front of a verb drops after it: indoqq, se ndoqq · iddoqq, 

se ddoqq · immur, se mmur. When nothing else is left in front, it turns into j-: idoqq, se 

jdoqq.
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The present has no word for am, is or are (Jien Marija), but the 

future needs one: se nkun, I'll be, se jkun, he'll be, it'll be. Se jkun 

hemm is there will be. After it, a noun for something new has no 

article: Se jkun hemm riħ qawwi, u forsi borra. There'll be a strong 

wind, and maybe snow. Will have is se jkolli, with the same 

endings as għandi.

WILL BE, WILL HAVE

Person se jkun se jkolli Meaning

Singular

jien se nkun se jkolli I'll be · I'll have

int se tkun se jkollok you'll be · you'll 
have

hu se jkun se jkollu he'll be · he'll have

hi se tkun se jkollha she'll be · she'll 
have

Plural

aħna se nkunu se jkollna we'll be · we'll have

intom se tkunu se jkollkom you'll be · you'll 
have

huma se jkunu se jkollhom they'll be · they'll 
have

Se jkun hemm riħ, there'll be wind, but se jkun hemm il-kunċert, the concert will be 

there: with the article it is a thing you already know about.

Won't is mhux in front of se: Mhux se mmur. I won't go. Illum 

mhux se jkun hemm borra. There won't be any snow today. For a 

she, people say mhix: Marija mhix se tiġi. Marija isn't coming.

TIP

Words that point ahead: illejla, tonight · għada, tomorrow · iktar 
tard, later · f'għaxar minuti, in ten minutes. As in English, the 
present tense can do it too: Il-kunċert jibda f'għaxar minuti. The 
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concert starts in ten minutes.
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Int se tieħu l-flus, u jien se nagħmel il-kafè.

You'll take the money, and I'll make the coffee.

Il-kunċert se jibda fit-tmienja. Ġorġ se jdoqq l-ewwel.

The concert will start at eight. Ġorġ will play first.

Iktar tard se jkun hemm riħ qawwi. U forsi borra.

Later there'll be a strong wind. And maybe snow.

Borra? F'Malta? Illum mhux se jkun hemm borra.

Snow? In Malta? There won't be any snow today.

Illejla se ndoqq għalik.

Tonight I'll play for you.

GRAMMAR

G1) FIND THE WORDS

Underline the verb after se.

1 Il-kunċert se jibda fit-tmienja, u Ġorġ se jdoqq

l-ewwel.

Meaning: The concert will start at eight, and Ġorġ will play first.
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2 Jien se nkun fuq il-bank, u Ella se tkun

mat-tfal.

Meaning: I'll be on the bench, and Ella will be with the children.

3 Int se tieħu l-flus, u jien se nagħmel il-kafè.

Meaning: You'll take the money, and I'll make the coffee.

4 Iktar tard se jkun hemm riħ qawwi.

Meaning: Later there'll be a strong wind.

5 Illejla se ndoqq għalik, Sinjura Marija.

Meaning: Tonight I'll play for you, Mrs Marija.

6 Aħna se mmorru quddiem il-palk. U intom, se

tmorru wkoll?

Meaning: We'll go in front of the stage. And you two, will you go 

too?
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7 Aħna t-tfal se nibdew wara Ġorġ, u se nkunu

fuq il-palk!

Meaning: We children will start after Ġorġ, and we'll be on the 

stage!

8 Aħna se ndoqqu l-ewwel, u intom se tkunu

quddiem il-palk.

Meaning: We'll play first, and you'll be in front of the stage.

9 Illejla se jkolli ħafna xogħol, u int se jkollok

il-flus.

Meaning: Tonight I'll have a lot of work, and you'll have the money.

10 Ċikku se jkollu l-imqarrun, u Ella se jkollha

l-kejk.

Meaning: Ċikku will have the macaroni, and Ella will have the cake.
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G2) WHO WILL DO IT? I, YOU, HE, SHE

Choose the right word for the gap.

1 Jien se ______ il-kafè.

A nagħmel

B tagħmel

C jagħmel

Meaning: I'll make the coffee.

2 Lina, int se ______ l-imqarrun ukoll?

A tagħmel

B jagħmel

C nagħmel

Meaning: Lina, will you make the macaroni too?

3 U Ċikku? X'se ______ Ċikku?

A jagħmel

B tagħmel

C nagħmel

Meaning: And Ċikku? What will Ċikku do?
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4 Il-kunċert se ______ fit-tmienja.

A nibdew

B nibda

C jibda

Meaning: The concert will start at eight.

5 Jien se ______ bil-kanzunetta l-qadima.

A tibda

B nibda

C jibda

Meaning: I'll start with the old song.

6 Ella, int se ______ tkanta wara Ġorġ.

A nibda

B tibda

C jibda

Meaning: Ella, you'll start singing after Ġorġ.
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7 Illejla se ______ għalik.

A jdoqq

B ndoqq

C ddoqq

Meaning: Tonight I'll play for you.

8 Ġorġ, int se ______ l-ewwel?

A jdoqq

B ndoqq

C ddoqq

Meaning: Ġorġ, will you play first?

9 Ġorġ se ______ l-ewwel.

A jdoqq

B ddoqq

C ndoqq

Meaning: Ġorġ will play first.
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10 Wara l-kunċert se ______ id-dar.

A mmur

B jmur

C tmur

Meaning: After the concert I'll go home.

G3) WE, YOU, THEY: -U IN THE PLURAL

Choose the right word for the gap.

1 Illejla aħna se ______ imqarrun il-forn.

A tagħmlu

B nagħmlu

C jagħmlu

Meaning: Tonight we'll make baked macaroni.

2 Intom se ______ l-kafè?

A tagħmlu

B jagħmlu

C nagħmlu

Meaning: Will you two make the coffee?
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3 Lina u Ella se ______ l-imqarrun il-forn.

A tagħmlu

B nagħmlu

C jagħmlu

Meaning: Lina and Ella will make the baked macaroni.

4 Aħna se ______ fit-tmienja.

A nibdew

B jibdew

C tibdew

Meaning: We'll start at eight.

5 Intom se ______ bil-kanzunetta l-ġdida?

A nibdew

B jibdew

C tibdew

Meaning: Will you start with the new song?
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6 It-tfal se ______ ikantaw wara Ġorġ.

A tibdew

B nibdew

C jibdew

Meaning: The children will start singing after Ġorġ.

7 Illejla aħna se ______ fil-festa.

A ndoqqu

B jdoqqu

C ddoqqu

Meaning: Tonight we'll play at the festa.

8 Ġorġ, intom se ______ fuq il-palk?

A ndoqqu

B ddoqqu

C jdoqqu

Meaning: Ġorġ, will you all play on the stage?
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9 Ġorġ u l-ħbieb tiegħu se ______ fuq il-palk.

A ndoqqu

B ddoqqu

C jdoqqu

Meaning: Ġorġ and his friends will play on the stage.

10 Nanna, aħna se ______ quddiem il-palk!

A jmorru

B mmorru

C tmorru

Meaning: Grandma, we'll go in front of the stage!

G4) WILL BE, WILL HAVE

Choose the right word for the gap.

1 Iktar tard se ______ hemm riħ qawwi.

A jkun

B jkunu

C nkun

Meaning: Later there'll be a strong wind.
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2 Illejla se ______ fil-bankarell.

A tkun

B jkun

C nkun

Meaning: Tonight I'll be at the stall.

3 Int se ______ fil-bankarell ta' Lina, hux?

A tkun

B jkun

C nkun

Meaning: You'll be at Lina's stall, won't you?

4 Aħna se ______ fuq il-bank, quddiem il-palk.

A tkunu

B nkunu

C jkunu

Meaning: We'll be on the bench, in front of the stage.
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5 Intom se ______ mat-tfal?

A tkunu

B jkunu

C nkunu

Meaning: Will you two be with the children?

6 It-tfal se ______ fuq il-palk.

A tkunu

B jkunu

C nkunu

Meaning: The children will be on the stage.

7 Illejla se ______ ħafna xogħol.

A jkolli

B jkollu

C jkollok

Meaning: Tonight I'll have a lot of work.
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8 Illejla se ______ il-kowt il-qadim tiegħi.

A jkollha

B jkollok

C jkolli

Meaning: Tonight you'll have my old raincoat.

9 Ċikku se ______ l-imqarrun kollu!

A jkollha

B jkolli

C jkollu

Meaning: Ċikku will have all the macaroni!

10 Illejla Ella se ______ festa sabiħa ħafna.

A jkollha

B jkollu

C jkollna

Meaning: Tonight Ella will have a lovely festa.
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G5) ANSWER THE QUESTION

Answer the questions.

1 Fejn se tmur Ella?

A Se jmur quddiem il-palk, mat-tfal.

B Se mmur quddiem il-palk, mat-tfal.

C Se tmur quddiem il-palk, mat-tfal.

Meaning: Where will Ella go?

2 U Tonio? Fejn se jmur wara l-kunċert?

A Se mmorru d-dar.

B Se jmur id-dar.

C Se tmur id-dar.

Meaning: And Tonio? Where will he go after the concert?

3 Ġorġ u l-ħbieb tiegħu fejn se jmorru?

A Se jmorru fuq il-palk.

B Se tmorru fuq il-palk.

C Se jmur fuq il-palk.

Meaning: Where will Ġorġ and his friends go?
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4 U aħna, fejn se mmorru?

A Intom se tmorru quddiem il-palk.

B Intom se jmorru quddiem il-palk.

C Intom se mmorru quddiem il-palk.

Meaning: And where will we go?

5 Se jkollna ħafna xogħol illejla?

A Iva, se jkollna ħafna xogħol!

B Iva, se nkunu ħafna xogħol!

C Iva, se jkollu ħafna xogħol!

Meaning: Will we have a lot of work tonight?

6 Ella u t-tfal se jkollhom kanzunetta ġdida?

A Iva, se jkollkom kanzunetta ġdida.

B Iva, se jkollhom kanzunetta ġdida.

C Iva, se jkollha kanzunetta ġdida.

Meaning: Will Ella and the children have a new song?
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7 Nanna, aħna se jkollna imqarrun il-forn?

A Iva, intom se jkollhom l-imqarrun ta' Lina.

B Iva, intom se jkollkom l-imqarrun ta' Lina.

C Iva, intom se jkollna l-imqarrun ta' Lina.

Meaning: Grandma, will we have baked macaroni?

8 U int, x'se tagħmel illejla?

A Se tagħmel il-kafè ma' Lina.

B Se jagħmel il-kafè ma' Lina.

C Se nagħmel il-kafè ma' Lina.

Meaning: And you, what will you do tonight?

G6) THE PLAN FOR TONIGHT

Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

ndoqq   jibdew   nibdew   ddoqq

Ġorġ, int se _______________ l-ewwel, u t-tfal se _______________ wara.

Meaning: Ġorġ, you'll play first, and the children will start after you.
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jmur   tmur   mmur

Wara l-kunċert, jien se _______________ id-dar, imma Tonio se 

_______________ jiżfen!

Meaning: After the concert I'll go home, but Tonio will go dancing!

tagħmlu   jagħmlu   nagħmlu

Intom se _______________ l-kafè, u aħna se _______________ l-imqarrun.

Meaning: You'll make the coffee, and we'll make the macaroni.

ddoqqu   jdoqqu

Ġorġ u l-ħbieb tiegħu se _______________, u n-nies se jiżfnu.

Meaning: Ġorġ and his friends will play, and people will dance.

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de 32/38

Grammar: Se ndoqq, se jkun hemm COURSE A1

http://www.lernlaterne.de


nibdew   tibdew

Ġorġ, intom se _______________ fit-tmienja jew iktar tard?

Meaning: Ġorġ, will you start at eight or later?

jkollna   nkunu   jkollhom   jkunu

It-tfal se _______________ fuq il-palk, u se _______________ kanzunetta 

ġdida.

Meaning: The children will be on the stage, and they'll have a new 

song.

jkollkom   jkollna

Nanna, aħna se _______________ imqarrun il-forn?

Meaning: Grandma, will we have baked macaroni?
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jkollhom   jkollkom

Iva, u intom se _______________ il-kejk ukoll.

Meaning: Yes, and you'll have cake too.

G7) PUT THE WORDS IN ORDER

Put the words in order.

1 issa? X'se nagħmel

Meaning: What am I going to do now?

2 int, U tagħmel wara x'se Lina, l-festa?

Meaning: And you, Lina, what will you do after the festa?
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3 se Ċikku jagħmel mhux jorqod. Se xejn.

Meaning: Ċikku won't do anything. He'll sleep.

4 Lina u jagħmlu l-imqarrun. se Ella

Meaning: Lina and Ella will make the macaroni.

5 l-qadima. bil-kanzunetta Jien nibda se

Meaning: I'll start with the old song.

6 Ella, Ġorġ. tibda int se wara tkanta

Meaning: Ella, you'll start singing after Ġorġ.
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7 intom Ġorġ, fuq ddoqqu se il-palk?

Meaning: Ġorġ, will you all play on the stage?

8 quddiem tmur Nanna, se int il-palk?

Meaning: Grandma, will you go in front of the stage?

9 in-nies se l-kunċert, jmorru Wara d-dar.

Meaning: After the concert, people will go home.

10 se Illum hemm jkun borra. mhux

Meaning: There won't be any snow today.
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G8) THE RIGHT WORDS

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 Ġorġ can't find his mouthpiece, and Ċikku has gone. Promise 

you'll find the cat. You say:

A Jien se nsib lil Ċikku!

B Jien se jsib lil Ċikku!

C Int se ssib lil Ċikku!

2 Lina asks what your job at the stall will be. Say you'll take the 

money. You say:

A Jien se jieħu l-flus.

B Jien se nieħu l-flus.

C Int se tieħu l-flus.

3 Marija thinks it might snow. Tell her there won't be any snow 

today. You say:

A Illum mhux se jkun hemm borra.

B Illum mhux se jkun hemm il-borra.

C Illum mhux se nkun hemm borra.
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4 Marija reads out the running order and tells Ġorġ when he's on. 

Marija says:

A Int se jdoqq l-ewwel.

B Int se ndoqq l-ewwel.

C Int se ddoqq l-ewwel.

5 Ella asks if you'll dance tonight. Say yes, you will. You say:

A Iva, se jiżfen!

B Iva, se tiżfen!

C Iva, se niżfen!

6 Ella asks what Lina will do. Tell her Lina will make the baked 

macaroni. You say:

A Lina se nagħmel l-imqarrun il-forn.

B Lina se tagħmel l-imqarrun il-forn.

C Lina se jagħmel l-imqarrun il-forn.

7 Ask Marija and Ella if they'll be at the concert. You say:

A Intom se tkunu fil-kunċert?

B Intom se nkunu fil-kunċert?

C Int se tkun fil-kunċert?
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