SCENE 15 - GRAMMAR AT
Ma' Gorg, bil-halib, bla
zokkor

With and without, and what someone else
likes

8 Exercises - Duration: 25 min.

( The café J ( Maltese J ,Qeaa( & licten om/ihe\/

English has one with; Maltese has two. ma' is together with: a

person you are with, or something that goes alongside: ma' Gorg,
with Gorg - gaghqa tal-ghasel mat-te, a honey ring with the tea,
on the side. bi is with as part of it, what something is made or
served with: te bil-halib, tea with milk in it - hobz bil-gobon, bread
with cheese. Before a vowel bi is just b": b'kollox, altogether,
literally with everything. bla is without: bla zokkor. minghajr
means the same, and sounds a little more careful: minghajr halib.

MA', BI, BLA
Word Example Meaning
ma' ma' Gorg together with
gaghqa mat-te with Gorg
a honey ring with the tea
bi te bil-halib with, as part of it
b’ kafé biz-zokkor tea with milk
coffee with sugar
bla bla zokkor without
minghajr minghajr halib without sugar

without milk

ma’' and bi join the article like fi, and take a sun letter's sound: mat-te, biz-zokkor. bla

takes no article: bla zokkor, bla kejk.
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With a person, ma' takes the endings you know from tieghi and
ghandi: mieghi, with me - maghha, with her. Ejja mieghi! Come
with me!

WITH ME, WITH YOU: MA' WITH AN ENDING

Person ma' Example Meaning

jien mieghi Ejja mieghi! with me - Come with
me!

int mieghek Ella mieghek? with you - Is Ella with
you?

hu mieghu Cikku mieghu. with him - Cikku is
with him.

hi maghha Cikku maghha. with her - Cikku is with
her.

ahna maghna Ejja maghnal! with us - Come with
us!

intom maghkom Gorg maghkom? with you - Is Gorg with
you?

huma maghhom Lina maghhom. with them - Lina is
with them.

[, you and he have miegh-; she, we, you and they have magh-.

In module 1 you met joghgobni, the cake pleases me. For anyone
else there is a second way: the verb stays bare, and the person
who likes it comes after lil: ll-kafé joghgob lil Gorg, Gorg likes the
coffee, literally the coffee pleases to Gorg. What is liked is still the
subject: j- for a masculine thing, t- for a feminine one, and -u at

the end when it is plural.
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WHO LIKES IT: LIL AND A NAME

What is liked  Verb Example Meaning

Masculine joghgob Il-kafé joghgob lil it pleases - Gorg likes
Gorg. the coffee.

Feminine toghgob Il-qaghqga toghgob it pleases - Cikku likes
lil Cikkv. the honey ring.

Plural joghgbu ll-qtates joghgbu lil they please - Ella likes
Ella. cats.

ll-kafé joghgob lil kulhadd! Everybody likes coffee, as Lina says. kulhadd is a person

too, so it takes lil.

With the endings, here is the whole picture. When what is liked is
plural, the verb is joghgbu-, and the ending goes after the —u: Il-
qtates joghgbuni, | like cats, they please me.

ONE THING OR SEVERAL, AND WHO LIKES THEM

Who likes it il-kafé il-qtates Meaning

Singular

jien joghgobni joghgbuni | like it - I like them

int joghgbok joghgbuk you like it - you
like them

hu joghgbu joghgbuh he likes it - he likes
them

hi joghgobha joghgbuha she likes it - she
likes them

Plural

ahna joghgobna joghgbuna we like it - we like
them

intom joghgobkom joghgbukom you like it - you
like them
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Who likes it il-kafé il-qtates Meaning
huma joghgobhom joghgbuhom they like it - they
like them

joghgdbu is both he likes it and they please: Cikku? Il-kejk joghgbu. Cikku? He likes the
cake. ll-qtates joghgbu lil Ella. Ella likes cats. The sentence tells you which. A feminine

thing takes t-: ll-qaghga toghgobni.

TIP

To like doing something, add the verb with its person, as after irrid:
Joghgbok tixrob te? Do you like drinking tea? Joghgobni nixrob
kafe bil-halib. I like drinking coffee with milk.

Te bil-halib, bla zokkor.

Tea with milk, without sugar.

Zewd bajdiet, u hobz bil-gobon.

Two eggs, and bread with cheese.

U gaghaga tal-ghasel mat-te. Din minni!

And a honey ring with the tea. This one's from me!

Gorg jixrob kafé ma' Lina.

Gorg drinks coffee with Lina.

II-kafé joghgob lil kulhadd!

Everybody likes coffee!

U toghgob lil Cikku wkoll!

And Cikku likes it too!
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COURSE A1

GRAMMAR

G1) FIND THE WORDS

| Underline the words for with and without.

Te bil-halib, bla zokkor.

Meaning: Tea with milk, without sugar.

Zewg bajdiet, u hobz bil-gobon.

Meaning: Two eggs, and bread with cheese.

U ogaghga tal-ghasel mat-te.

Meaning: And a honey ring with the tea.

Gorg jixrob kafé ma' Lina.

Meaning: Gorg drinks coffee with Lina.

Cikku, ejja mieghi!

Meaning: Cikku, come with me!
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COURSE A1

10

Ella? Cikku maghha kull  gurnata.

Meaning: Ella? Cikku is with her every day.

Kafe  biz-zokkor jew minghajr zokkor?

Meaning: Coffee with sugar or without sugar?

Cikku  jorgod maghna fis-salott.

Meaning: Cikku sleeps with us in the living room.

Marija u Ella, Cikku maghkom?

Meaning: Marija and Ella, is Cikku with you?

Lina u Gorg? Cikku maghhom fil-kafetterija.

Meaning: Lina and Gorg? Cikku is with them in the café.

G2) MA', BI, MIEGHI

Choose the right word for the gap.

Te , jekk joghgbok.

A mal-halib

B bil-halib

Meaning: Tea with milk, please.
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Qaghqga tal-ghasel ______

A mat-te

B bit-te

Meaning: A honey ring with the tea.

Gorg jixrob kafé Lina.
A ma'

B bi

Meaning: Gorg drinks coffee with Lina.

Cikkuv, ejja ______ !
A mieghu

B mieghi

C  mieghek

Meaning: Cikku, come with me!

Ella, Cikku ______ ?
A mieghi

B maghha

C  mieghek

Meaning: Ella, is Cikku with you?
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6 Gord?Cikku ____
A mieghi

B mieghu

Cc ) maghha

Meaning: Gorg? Cikku is with him upstairs.

7 Ella? Cikkv ______
A maghha
B maghhom

C mieghu

Meaning: Ella? Cikku is with her.

8 In-nanna v jien? Cikku ______ !
A maghhom

B maghna

Cc ) maghkom

Meaning: Grandma and me? Cikku is with us!
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9 MarijavElla, Gorg ______ ?
A maghhom

B maghna

C ) maghkom

Meaning: Marija and Ella, is Gorg with you?

10 Lina u Gorg? Cikku _____
A maghhom

B maghkom

Cc ) maghna

Meaning: Lina and Gorg? Cikku is with them.

G3) WHO LIKES IT?

Choose the right word for the gap.

1 Il-kafe ______ lil kulhadd!
A joghgbu
B joghgob

Cc  toghgob

Meaning: Everybody likes coffee!
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Ul-gqaghga ______ lil Cikku wkoll!
A joghgbu
B toghgob

C ) joghgob

Meaning: And Cikku likes the honey ring too!

ll-qtates ______ lil Ella.
A toghgob
B joghgob

C  joghgbu

Meaning: Ella likes cats.

Il-kafe? ___ hafna!
A Joghgbuni
B Joghgobni

Cc  Joghgbok

Meaning: The coffee? | like it a lot!
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Il-kafé ______ ?
A joghgbuk
B joghgobni

C  joghgbok

Meaning: Do you like the coffee?

Ella? ll-meraq ______
A joghgbu
B joghgbuha

C  joghgobha

Meaning: Ella? She likes the juice.

L-imqarrunil-forn ______ hafna!
A ) joghgbuna
B joghgobna

C ) joghgobkom

Meaning: We love baked macaroni!
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Marija v Ella, il-kejk ______ ?
A joghgobkom
B joghgobhom

C  joghgobna

Meaning: Marija and Ella, do you like the cake?

Marija v Ella? It-te ______
A | joghgbuhom
B joghgobkom

C  joghgobhom

Meaning: Marija and Ella? They like the tea.

G4) WHO LIKES THEM?

Several cats: joghgbu-, and the ending for who likes them.

ll-qtates? ______ hafna!
A Joghgbuni
B Joghgobni

C  Joghgbuk

Meaning: Cats? | like them a lot!
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2 Ella,il-qtates ____ ?
A joghgbok
B joghgbuni

C  joghgbuk

Meaning: Ella, do you like cats?

3 Gorg?ll-qtates ______
A | joghgbuh
B joghgbuha

C  joghgobha

Meaning: Gorg? He likes cats.

4 Ella? ll-qtates ______ hafna.
A joghgbuh
B joghgbuha

C  joghgobha

Meaning: Ella? She likes cats a lot.
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ll-qtates? ___ !
A Joghgobna
B Joghgbukom

Cc ) Joghgbuna

Meaning: Cats? We like them!

Intom, il-qtates ____ ?
A joghgbukom
B joghgobkom

C  joghgbuna

Meaning: Do you like cats? (to several people)

Marija v Ella? Il-qtates ______
A | joghgbuhom
B joghgbukom

C  joghgobhom

Meaning: Marija and Ella? They like cats.
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G5) SATURDAY AT LINA'S

| Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

| bil-halib mat- bla

Te , zokkor.

Meaning: Tea with milk, without sugar.

bit-te mat-te

U gaghaga tal-ghasel

Meaning: And a honey ring with the tea.

toghgob joghgbu joghgob

l-kafe lil kulhadd, u I-gaghqga lil Cikku.

Meaning: Everybody likes coffee, and Cikku likes the honey ring.
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joghgobni joghgbok joghgbuni

l-gtates , u Cikku hafna!

Meaning: | like cats, and | like Cikku a lot!

bi mieghu ma' maghha

Gorg jixrob kafé Lina, u Cikku

Meaning: Gorg drinks coffee with Lina, and Cikku is with him.

joghgobni joghgbok joghgbuk

Ella, il-meraq ? U |-gtates, ?

Meaning: Ella, do you like the juice? And cats, do you like them?
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joghgbuha joghgobha

Marija? It-te iswed

Meaning: Marija? She likes black tea.

joghgbuh joghgbuha joghgbu

Cikku? ll-hut , U |-qtates

Meaning: Cikku? He likes fish, and he likes cats.
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G6) WHO LIKES THEM?

Match the pairs.

1 joghgbukom

2 | joghgbuni

3 ) joghgbuk

4 joghgbuha

5 joghgbuna

6 joghgbuhom

7 | joghgobna

8 | joghgbuh
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G7) PUT THE WORDS IN ORDER

Put the words in order.

1 bil-halib, jekk bla joghgbok. Te  zokkor,

Meaning: Tea with milk, without sugar, please.

2 ||-kafé  kulhadd! lil joghgob

Meaning: Everybody likes coffee!

3 toghgob U lil wkolll Cikku

Meaning: And Cikku likes it too!

4  kafée jixrob Lina. ma' Gorg

Meaning: Gorg drinks coffee with Lina.
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S Cikku, mieghi! ejja

Meaning: Cikku, come with me!

6 joghgbu Ella. Il-gtates il

Meaning: Ella likes cats.

7 il-kejk  Marija  Ella, u joghgobkom?

Meaning: Marija and Ella, do you like the cake?

8 il-forn hafna. joghgobna  L-imgarrun

Meaning: We love baked macaroni.
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9 U Marija Itte Ella? joghgobhom.

Meaning: Marija and Ella? They like the tea.

10 mieghek?  Cikku Ella,

Meaning: Ella, is Cikku with you?

G8) THE RIGHT WORDS

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 Order tea with milk, but no sugar. You say:
A ' Te mal-halib, bla zokkor.
B ' Te bil-halib, bla zokkor.

C  Te bla halib, biz-zokkor.

2 Lina offers you cake. You don't want any. You say:
A Bla kejk, grazzi.
B Ma' kejk, grazzi.

c  Bil-kejk, grazzi.
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3 Ellais going to the shop. Ask if you can go with her. You say:
A ) Nista' mmur mieghi?
B ' Nista' mmur mieghek?

C ) Nista' mmur mieghu?

4 Tell Lina that Gorg likes coffee. You say:
A Il-kafé toghgob lil Gorg.
B Il-kafé joghgob lil Gorg,.

¢ ll-kafé joghgbu lil Gorg.

5 Lina asks Marija and Ella if they like the cake. Lina says:
A ll-kejk joghgobkom?
B ll-kejk joghgobhom?

c ) ll-kejk joghgobna?

6 Ella tells you she likes cats. Ella says:
A ll-gtates joghgbuni!
B Il-gtates joghgbuk!

c  ll-gtates joghgobni!
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7 Ella tells you that she and her grandmother love baked macaroni.

Ella says:
A L-imqgarrun il-forn joghgbuna.
B L-imgarrun il-forn joghgobhom.

C  L-imqgarrun il-forn joghgobna.
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