
SCENE 47 · GRAMMAR
A1

Ilni, ilek, ilu
For how long: ilni hawn tliet xhur

7 Exercises   ·   Duration: 20 min.

Staying Maltese
Read & listen online

To say how long something has been going on, when it still is, 

Maltese puts ilni, I have been, before the time: Ilni hawn tliet xhur. 

I've been here three months, and I'm still here. It takes the endings 

you know from għandi. A verb after it stays in the present tense, 

because it is still going on: Ilni nitgħallem il-Malti tliet xhur. I've 

been learning Maltese for three months. To ask, put kemm, how 

much, in front: Kemm ilek hawn? How long have you been here?

ILNI WITH EVERY PERSON

Person Form Example Meaning

Singular

jien ilni Ilni hawn tliet xhur. I have been · I've been 
here three months.

int ilek Kemm ilek f'Malta? you have been · How long 
have you been in Malta?

hu ilu Ġorġ ilu jfittex il-bokkin. he has been · Ġorġ has 
been looking for the 
mouthpiece.

hi ilha Lina ilha tagħmel il-kejk 
għoxrin sena.

she has been · Lina has 
been making cakes for 
twenty years.

Plural

aħna ilna Ilna ġirien tliet xhur. we have been · We've 
been neighbours for three 
months.
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Person Form Example Meaning

intom ilkom Kemm ilkom tistennew? you have been · How long 
have you been waiting?

huma ilhom Ilhom f'Għawdex ġimgħa. they have been · They've 
been in Gozo for a week.

The endings are the ones of għandi, except that I is −ni: ilni. A thing takes the ending 

of its noun: il-kafetterija ilha hawn, the café has been here.

Jien Spanjola, imma ilni noqgħod f'Malta għaxar snin.

I'm Spanish, but I've lived in Malta for ten years.

Ilni nitgħallem tliet xhur.

I've been learning for three months.

U hu ilu fid-dar iktar minni.

And he's been in the house longer than me.

The time comes straight after, with no word for for. One is the 

noun on its own, two is the dual (−ejn), three to ten take the 

plural, and from eleven on the noun is singular again: għoxrin sena.

 Compare the past: Ġejt f'Marzu, I came in March, is over and 

done; Ilni hawn tliet xhur is still going on.

HOW LONG

One Two Three to ten Meaning

minuta minutejn għaxar minuti a minute · two 
minutes · ten 
minutes

siegħa sagħtejn tmien sigħat an hour · two hours 
· eight hours

xahar xahrejn tliet xhur a month · two 
months · three 
months
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One Two Three to ten Meaning

sena sentejn għaxar snin a year · two years · 
ten years

A week is ġimgħa, two weeks ġimagħtejn.

TIP

Kemm ilek hawn? is the first question every Maltese neighbour 
asks. Ilni hawn ... and the time is all you need.

GRAMMAR

G1) FIND THE WORDS

Underline the words for has been, have been.

1 Jien Spanjola, imma ilni noqgħod f'Malta għaxar

snin.

Meaning: I'm Spanish, but I've lived in Malta for ten years.

2 Anna ilha magħna tliet xhur.

Meaning: Anna has been with us for three months.
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3 Ċikku ilu fid-dar iktar minni.

Meaning: Ċikku has been in the house longer than me.

4 Jien u Lina ilna ħbieb għoxrin sena.

Meaning: Lina and I have been friends for twenty years.

5 Ella, Ġorġ: kemm ilkom tistennew?

Meaning: Ella, Ġorġ: how long have you been waiting?

6 Il-ġenituri tiegħi ilhom f'Hamburg tletin sena.

Meaning: My parents have been in Hamburg for thirty years.

7 Kemm ilek titgħallem?

Meaning: How long have you been learning?
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G2) WHO HAS BEEN?

Choose the form that fits the person.

1 Jien ______ f'Malta għaxar snin.

A ilni

B ilha

C ilu

Meaning: I've been in Malta for ten years.

2 U int, kemm ______ f'Malta?

A ilhom

B ilni

C ilek

Meaning: And you, how long have you been in Malta?

3 Ċikku ______ fid-dar iktar minni.

A ilu

B ilna

C ilha

Meaning: Ċikku has been in the house longer than me.

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de 5/17

Grammar: Ilni, ilek, ilu COURSE A1

http://www.lernlaterne.de


4 Anna ______ magħna tliet xhur.

A ilu

B ilkom

C ilha

Meaning: Anna has been with us for three months.

5 Aħna ______ ħbieb tliet xhur!

A ilna

B ilek

C ilhom

Meaning: We've been friends for three months!

6 Intom ______ hawn ħafna snin, hux?

A ilu

B ilkom

C ilna

Meaning: You've been here for many years, haven't you?
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7 Il-ġenituri tiegħi ______ f'Hamburg tletin sena.

A ilhom

B ilha

C ilkom

Meaning: My parents have been in Hamburg for thirty years.

8 Jien ______ nitgħallem il-Malti tliet xhur.

A ilek

B ilhom

C ilni

Meaning: I've been learning Maltese for three months.

9 Lina ______ tagħmel il-kejk għoxrin sena.

A ilha

B ilu

C ilni

Meaning: Lina has been making cakes for twenty years.
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10 Ġorġ ______ jfittex il-bokkin mill-festa.

A ilu

B ilha

C ilna

Meaning: Ġorġ has been looking for the mouthpiece since the 

festa.

G3) HOW LONG?

Choose the right answer.

1 Kemm ilek f'Malta?

A Ilni hawn tliet xhur.

B Ilni hawn tliet xhur ilu.

C Ilu hawn tliet xhur.

Meaning: How long have you been in Malta?

2 Kemm ilha Anna magħkom?

A Ilha magħna tliet xhur.

B Ilu magħna tliet xhur.

C Ilhom magħna tliet xhur.

Meaning: How long has Anna been with you?
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3 Kemm ilek titgħallem il-Malti?

A Ilni titgħallem tliet xhur.

B Ilek nitgħallem tliet xhur.

C Ilni nitgħallem tliet xhur.

Meaning: How long have you been learning Maltese?

4 Ġorġ u Ella, kemm ilkom ħbieb?

A Ilna ħbieb tliet snin.

B Ilhom ħbieb tliet snin.

C Ilkom ħbieb tliet snin.

Meaning: Ġorġ and Ella, how long have you been friends?

5 Kemm ilhom il-ġenituri tiegħek f'Hamburg?

A Ilhom hemm tletin sena.

B Ilna hemm tletin sena.

C Ilhom hemm tletin snin.

Meaning: How long have your parents been in Hamburg?
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6 Kemm ilu Ċikku fid-dar?

A Ilha hawn iktar minni.

B Ilni hawn iktar minni.

C Ilu hawn iktar minni.

Meaning: How long has Ċikku been in the house?

7 Kemm ilkom tistennew?

A Ilkom nistennew għaxar minuti.

B Ilna nistennew għaxar minuti.

C Ilna tistennew għaxar minuti.

Meaning: How long have you two been waiting?

G4) AT THE INTERVIEW

Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

ilni   sena   ilu   snin

Jien Spanjola, imma _______________ noqgħod f'Malta għaxar 

_______________.

Meaning: I'm Spanish, but I've lived in Malta for ten years.
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ilha   ilu

Anna _______________ magħna tliet xhur.

Meaning: Anna has been with us for three months.

ilek   ilkom

U kemm _______________ f'Malta?

Meaning: And how long have you been in Malta?

Ġejt   Ilu   Ilni   Niġi

_______________ hawn tliet xhur biss. _______________ f'Marzu.

Meaning: I've only been here three months. I came in March.
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ilu   ilha

U Ċikku _______________ fid-dar iktar minni.

Meaning: And Ċikku has been in the house longer than me.

ilna   ilhom

Jien u Lina _______________ ħbieb għoxrin sena.

Meaning: Lina and I have been friends for twenty years.

ilkom   ilna

Ella u Ġorġ, kemm _______________ tistennew?

Meaning: Ella and Ġorġ, how long have you been waiting?
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ilhom   ilkom

Il-ġenituri tiegħi _______________ f'Hamburg tletin sena.

Meaning: My parents have been in Hamburg for thirty years.

G5) PUT THE WORDS IN ORDER

Put the words in order.

1 noqgħod f'Malta Ilni għaxar snin.

Meaning: I've lived in Malta for ten years.

2 titgħallem Kemm il-Malti? ilek

Meaning: How long have you been learning Maltese?
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3 biss. tliet hawn Ilni xhur

Meaning: I've only been here three months.

4 magħna xhur. Anna tliet ilha

Meaning: Anna has been with us for three months.

5 iktar ilu fid-dar Ċikku minni.

Meaning: Ċikku has been in the house longer than me.

6 tliet Aħna ilna ħbieb xhur.

Meaning: We've been friends for three months.
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7 Ella tistennew? u kemm ilkom Ġorġ,

Meaning: Ella and Ġorġ, how long have you been waiting?

8 tiegħi f'Hamburg. ilhom Il-ġenituri

Meaning: My parents have been in Hamburg for a long time.

G6) THE RIGHT WORDS

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 Lucía asks how long you've been in Malta. It's three months. You 

say:

A Ilu hawn tliet xhur.

B Ilni hawn tliet xhur.

C Kont hawn tliet xhur.

2 Ask Ġorġ how long he's been playing the trumpet. You say:

A Kemm ilu jdoqq it-trumbetta?

B Kemm ilek iddoqq it-trumbetta?

C Kemm ilni ndoqq it-trumbetta?

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de 15/17

Grammar: Ilni, ilek, ilu COURSE A1

http://www.lernlaterne.de


3 Ġorġ tells you he's been playing in the band for twenty years. 

Ġorġ says:

A Ilni ndoqq mal-banda għoxrin sena.

B Ilu ndoqq mal-banda għoxrin sena.

C Ilni ndoqq mal-banda għoxrin snin.

4 Lucía tells you how long Anna has been with the company. Lucía 

says:

A Anna ilu magħna tliet xhur.

B Anna ilha magħna tliet xahar.

C Anna ilha magħna tliet xhur.

5 Tell Lina that you and Ella have been waiting for ten minutes. You 

say:

A Ilna nistennew għaxar minuti.

B Ilna nistennew għaxar minuta.

C Ilhom jistennew għaxar minuti.
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G7) ILNI, ILEK, ILU

Match the pairs.

1 ilu A I have been

2 ilna B you have been (one person)

3 Kemm ilek? C they have been

4 ilkom D he has been, it has been

5 ilni E she has been, it has been

6 ilek F we have been

7 ilhom G How long have you been?

8 ilha H you have been (several people)
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