
SCENE 29 · GRAMMAR
A1

can, can’t, can you help?
Ability and asking for help

6 Exercises   ·   Duration: 20 min.

Around town English
Read & listen online

Ability and asking for help

Can has the same form with every subject: I can swim, she can 

swim. The following verb is the base form without to. Negate with 

can’t or the fuller cannot.

For a question put can before the subject: Can you help me? It 

can ask about ability or make a request. A polite alternative is the 

useful chunk Could you help me, please?.

English does not need a separate verb for learned skills: I can swim

 can mean I know how to swim. I know Jack identifies familiarity 

with a person, not an ability.

Form Example Meaning

swim I can swim. Say you have the ability to swim.

can She can sing. Say a woman has the ability to sing.

Can Can you help me? Ask for help.

can’t I can’t come today. Say you are unable to come today.

help Could you help me, please? Use the polite request chunk.

know I know Jack. Say Jack is a person you know.

I can swim.

Say you have the ability to swim.
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She can sing.

Say a woman has the ability to sing.

Can you help me?

Ask for help.

I can’t come today.

Say you are unable to come today.

Could you help me, please?

Use the polite request chunk.

I know Jack.

Say Jack is a person you know.

GRAMMAR

G1) NOTICE THE PATTERNS

Underline the form described in this unit.

1 I can swim.

Meaning: Say you have the ability to swim.

2 She can sing.

Meaning: Say a woman has the ability to sing.
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3 Can you help me?

Meaning: Ask for help.

4 I can’t come today.

Meaning: Say you are unable to come today.

5 Could you help me, please?

Meaning: Use the polite request chunk.

6 I know Jack.

Meaning: Say Jack is a person you know.

G2) CHOOSE THE FORM

Choose the right word for the gap.

1 I can ______.

A to swim

B swims

C swim

Meaning: Say you have the ability to swim.
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2 She ______ sing.

A cans

B is can

C can

Meaning: Say a woman has the ability to sing.

3 ______ you help me?

A Can

B Are

C Do

Meaning: Ask for help.

4 I ______ come today.

A not can

B can’t

C don’t can

Meaning: Say you are unable to come today.
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5 Could you ______ me, please?

A to help

B help

C helps

Meaning: Use the polite request chunk.

6 I ______ Jack.

A able

B can

C know

Meaning: Say Jack is a person you know.

G3) COMPLETE A SHORT MESSAGE

Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

to swim   swim

I can _______________.

Meaning: Say you have the ability to swim.
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cans   can

She _______________ sing.

Meaning: Say a woman has the ability to sing.

Do   Can

_______________ you help me?

Meaning: Ask for help.

don’t can   can’t

I _______________ come today.

Meaning: Say you are unable to come today.
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helps   help

Could you _______________ me, please?

Meaning: Use the polite request chunk.

can   know

I _______________ Jack.

Meaning: Say Jack is a person you know.

G4) BUILD USEFUL SENTENCES

Put the words in order.

1 can swim. I

Meaning: Say you have the ability to swim.
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2 can sing. She

Meaning: Say a woman has the ability to sing.

3 me? you Can help

Meaning: Ask for help.

4 I can’t today. come

Meaning: Say you are unable to come today.

5 you Could please? me, help

Meaning: Use the polite request chunk.
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6 Jack. know I

Meaning: Say Jack is a person you know.

G5) WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 Say you have the ability to swim. You say:

A I can swim.

B I can to swim.

2 Say a woman has the ability to sing. You say:

A She can sing.

B She cans sing.

3 Ask for help. You say:

A Do you help me?

B Can you help me?
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4 Say you are unable to come today. You say:

A I can’t come today.

B I don’t can come today.

G6) CONNECT MESSAGES AND MEANINGS

Match the pairs.

1 She can sing. A Use the polite request chunk.

2 Could you help me, 

please?

B Ask for help.

3 I know Jack. C Say you have the ability to swim.

4 I can swim. D Say Jack is a person you know.

5 I can’t come today. E Say a woman has the ability to 

sing.

6 Can you help me? F Say you are unable to come 

today.
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