
SCENE 44 · GRAMMAR A1
Estava a dormir, fechei 
os olhos
Background and events

8 Exercises   ·   Duration: 25 min.

The festival Portuguese
Read & listen online

Background and events

Contrast background estava a dormir with completed dormi or 

fechei os olhos. The imperfect of regular −er/-ir uses −ia, -ias, -ia, -

íamos, -iam, -iam: comia, comias, comia, comíamos, comiam, 

comiam.

Dormir imperfect is dormia, dormias, dormia, dormíamos, 

dormiam, dormiam. Enquanto means while; begin with short 

familiar clauses. Past tinha gives a state or age, while tive 

describes a completed episode. Do not use English-style have plus 

participle for a single completed Portuguese event.

Person dormir Meaning

eu dormia I used to sleep

tu dormias you (familiar singular) used to sleep

ele
ela

dormia he
she used to sleep

nós dormíamos we used to sleep

vocês dormiam you (plural) used to sleep

eles
elas

dormiam they used to sleep

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de 1/16

https://www.lernlaterne.de/en/portuguese/course-a1/a-avo-viu-tudo-csc044/grammar
http://www.lernlaterne.de


A Maria estava a dormir.

Maria was sleeping.

Eu fechei os olhos.

I closed my eyes.

Nós comíamos pão.

We used to eat bread.

Eles dormiam aqui.

They used to sleep here.

O João tinha dez anos.

João was ten years old.

A Maria viu o gato.

Maria saw the cat.

Sou nova (novo) aqui. O João tinha dez anos.

I am new here. João was ten years old.

Sou nova (novo) aqui. A Maria viu o gato.

I am new here. Maria saw the cat.
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GRAMMAR

G1) NOTICE THE USEFUL PATTERN

Underline the form practised in this unit.

1 A Maria estava a dormir.

Meaning: Maria was sleeping.

2 Eu fechei os olhos.

Meaning: I closed my eyes.

3 Nós comíamos pão.

Meaning: We used to eat bread.

4 Eles dormiam aqui.

Meaning: They used to sleep here.
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G2) CHOOSE THE FORM 1

Choose the right word for the gap.

1 A Maria ______ a dormir.

A estavam

B estávamos

C estava

Meaning: Maria was sleeping.

2 Eu ______ os olhos.

A fecharam

B fechei

C fechaste

Meaning: I closed my eyes.

3 Nós ______ pão.

A comia

B comiam

C comíamos

Meaning: We used to eat bread.
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4 Eles ______ aqui.

A dormia

B dormiam

C dormíamos

Meaning: They used to sleep here.

5 O João ______ dez anos.

A tinham

B tinha

C tínhamos

Meaning: João was ten years old.

6 A Maria ______ o gato.

A viu

B vi

C vimos

Meaning: Maria saw the cat.
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7 Sou nova aqui. O João ______ dez anos.

A tínhamos

B tinha

C tinham

Meaning: I am new here. João was ten years old.

G3) CHOOSE THE FORM 2

Choose the right word for the gap.

1 Eu ______ aqui ontem.

A dormia

B dormíamos

C dormias

Meaning: I was sleeping here yesterday.

2 Tu ______ aqui ontem.

A dormias

B dormíamos

C dormia

Meaning: You (familiar singular) were sleeping here yesterday.
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3 Ele ______ aqui ontem.

A dormia

B dormíamos

C dormias

Meaning: He was sleeping here yesterday.

4 Nós ______ aqui ontem.

A dormia

B dormíamos

C dormias

Meaning: We were sleeping here yesterday.

5 Vocês ______ aqui ontem.

A dormiam

B dormias

C dormia

Meaning: You (plural) were sleeping here yesterday.
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6 Sou nova aqui. A Maria ______ o gato.

A viu

B vi

C vimos

Meaning: I am new here. Maria saw the cat.

G4) USE THE FORM 1

Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

fechei   estava   comíamos   dormiam

A Maria _______________ a dormir.

Meaning: Maria was sleeping.

estava   comíamos   dormiam   fechei

Eu _______________ os olhos.

Meaning: I closed my eyes.
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estava   comíamos   fechei   dormiam

Nós _______________ pão.

Meaning: We used to eat bread.

estava   comíamos   dormiam   fechei

Eles _______________ aqui.

Meaning: They used to sleep here.

fechei   comíamos   estava   tinha

O João _______________ dez anos.

Meaning: João was ten years old.
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fechei   comíamos   estava   viu

A Maria _______________ o gato.

Meaning: Maria saw the cat.

fechei   estava   tinha   comíamos

Sou nova aqui. O João _______________ dez anos.

Meaning: I am new here. João was ten years old.

G5) USE THE FORM 2

Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

dormias   dormia   dormíamos   dormiam

Eu _______________ aqui ontem.

Meaning: I was sleeping here yesterday.
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dormíamos   dormiam   dormias   dormia

Tu _______________ aqui ontem.

Meaning: You (familiar singular) were sleeping here yesterday.

dormia   dormias   dormíamos   dormiam

Ele _______________ aqui ontem.

Meaning: He was sleeping here yesterday.

dormias   dormia   dormiam   dormíamos

Nós _______________ aqui ontem.

Meaning: We were sleeping here yesterday.
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dormia   dormíamos   dormias   dormiam

Vocês _______________ aqui ontem.

Meaning: You (plural) were sleeping here yesterday.

dormíamos   dormia   viu   dormias

Sou nova aqui. A Maria _______________ o gato.

Meaning: I am new here. Maria saw the cat.

G6) BUILD A SENTENCE

Put the words in order.

1 a dormir. estava Maria A

Meaning: Maria was sleeping.
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2 Eu os olhos. fechei

Meaning: I closed my eyes.

3 pão. comíamos Nós

Meaning: We used to eat bread.

4 Eles dormiam aqui.

Meaning: They used to sleep here.

5 tinha O João dez anos.

Meaning: João was ten years old.
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6 gato. A viu o Maria

Meaning: Maria saw the cat.

G7) WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 Maria was sleeping. You say:

A A Maria estavam a dormir.

B A Maria estava a dormir.

2 I closed my eyes. You say:

A Eu fechaste os olhos.

B Eu fechei os olhos.

3 We used to eat bread. You say:

A Nós comia pão.

B Nós comíamos pão.
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4 They used to sleep here. You say:

A Eles dormiam aqui.

B Eles dormia aqui.

G8) CONNECT MESSAGES AND MEANINGS

Match the pairs.

1 Nós comíamos pão. A I am new here. Maria saw the 

cat.

2 A Maria estava a 

dormir.

B João was ten years old.

3 Eles dormiam aqui. C They used to sleep here.

4 Eu fechei os olhos. D We used to eat bread.

5 Sou nova aqui. O 

João tinha dez anos.

E Maria saw the cat.

6 Sou nova aqui. A 

Maria viu o gato.

F I am new here. João was ten 

years old.

7 A Maria viu o gato. G I closed my eyes.
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8 O João tinha dez 

anos.

H Maria was sleeping.
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