
SCENE 24 · GRAMMAR
A1

I’m looking, he’s sleeping
Present continuous for what is happening now

6 Exercises   ·   Duration: 20 min.

The first week at work English
Read & listen online

Present continuous for what is happening now

Build the present continuous with present be plus an −ing form: 

I’m looking, you’re working, he’s sleeping. It describes an action 

happening now or around now.

Compare I work every day with I’m working now. Common 

spelling changes are take → taking, run → running, lie → lying. A 

short one-syllable consonant-vowel-consonant verb often doubles 

its final consonant.

For questions put be first: Are you working? For negation keep not

 with be: He isn’t sleeping. Do not add do/does  to this pattern.

Form Example Meaning

looking I’m looking for the key now. Describe an action happening 
now.

is Milo is sleeping. Describe Milo’s current action.

Are Are you working now? Ask about the listener’s current 
activity.

isn’t He isn’t sleeping. Negate a current action with be.

running I’m running in the park. Use the correct ing spelling of run.

plays Jack plays every night. Use the simple present for a 
routine.
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I’m looking for the key now.

Describe an action happening now.

Milo is sleeping.

Describe Milo’s current action.

Are you working now?

Ask about the listener’s current activity.

He isn’t sleeping.

Negate a current action with be.

I’m running in the park.

Use the correct ing spelling of run.

Jack plays every night.

Use the simple present for a routine.

GRAMMAR

G1) NOTICE THE PATTERNS

Underline the form described in this unit.

1 I’m looking for the key now.

Meaning: Describe an action happening now.
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2 Milo is sleeping.

Meaning: Describe Milo’s current action.

3 Are you working now?

Meaning: Ask about the listener’s current activity.

4 He isn’t sleeping.

Meaning: Negate a current action with be.

5 I’m running in the park.

Meaning: Use the correct ing spelling of run.

6 Jack plays every night.

Meaning: Use the simple present for a routine.
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G2) CHOOSE THE FORM

Choose the right word for the gap.

1 I’m ______ for the key now.

A look

B looks

C looking

Meaning: Describe an action happening now.

2 Milo ______ sleeping.

A is

B am

C are

Meaning: Describe Milo’s current action.

3 ______ you working now?

A Does

B Are

C Do

Meaning: Ask about the listener’s current activity.
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4 He ______ sleeping.

A don’t

B doesn’t

C isn’t

Meaning: Negate a current action with be.

5 I’m ______ in the park.

A running

B runs

C runing

Meaning: Use the correct ing spelling of run.

6 Jack ______ every night.

A playing

B is play

C plays

Meaning: Use the simple present for a routine.
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G3) COMPLETE A SHORT MESSAGE

Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

looking   look

I’m _______________ for the key now.

Meaning: Describe an action happening now.

is   are

Milo _______________ sleeping.

Meaning: Describe Milo’s current action.

Are   Do

_______________ you working now?

Meaning: Ask about the listener’s current activity.
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isn’t   doesn’t

He _______________ sleeping.

Meaning: Negate a current action with be.

running   runing

I’m _______________ in the park.

Meaning: Use the correct ing spelling of run.

plays   is play

Jack _______________ every night.

Meaning: Use the simple present for a routine.
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G4) BUILD USEFUL SENTENCES

Put the words in order.

1 now. key looking the I’m for

Meaning: Describe an action happening now.

2 is Milo sleeping.

Meaning: Describe Milo’s current action.

3 working Are you now?

Meaning: Ask about the listener’s current activity.

4 He isn’t sleeping.

Meaning: Negate a current action with be.
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5 the in I’m running park.

Meaning: Use the correct ing spelling of run.

6 plays every Jack night.

Meaning: Use the simple present for a routine.

G5) WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 Describe an action happening now. You say:

A I’m look for the key now.

B I’m looking for the key now.

2 Describe Milo’s current action. You say:

A Milo is sleeping.

B Milo are sleeping.
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3 Ask about the listener’s current activity. You say:

A Are you working now?

B Do you working now?

4 Negate a current action with be. You say:

A He doesn’t sleeping.

B He isn’t sleeping.

G6) CONNECT MESSAGES AND MEANINGS

Match the pairs.

1 I’m looking for the 

key now.

A Negate a current action with be.

2 He isn’t sleeping. B Use the simple present for a 

routine.

3 Jack plays every 

night.

C Describe an action happening 

now.

4 I’m running in the 

park.

D Ask about the listener’s current 

activity.
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5 Are you working 

now?

E Describe Milo’s current action.

6 Milo is sleeping. F Use the correct ing spelling of 

run.
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