
SCENE 21 · GRAMMAR
A1

U devet, četvrt do, pola
Clock times and work duration

6 Exercises   ·   Duration: 20 min.

The first week at work Croatian
Read & listen online

Clock times and work duration

Say u devet at nine, pet do devet five to nine, devet i deset nine 

ten. Četvrt do devet is8:45, devet i petnaest9:15.

Pola devet is8:30, halfway toward nine. Pola šest is17:30 in the 

workday context. Do not interpret it as9:30 or6:30. Add ujutro · 

navečer when needed.

Duration uses counted noun forms: jedan sat, dva sata, osam sati, 

trideset minuta. Kasnim · kasnite is the verb for being late, rather 

than a gendered description.

Pattern Example Meaning

u Rad počinje u devet. Work starts at nine.

do Pet je do devet. It is five to nine.

devet Četvrt je do devet. It is a quarter to nine.

Pola Pola je devet. It is half past eight.

Rad počinje u devet.

Work starts at nine.

Pet je do devet.

It is five to nine.
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Četvrt je do devet.

It is a quarter to nine.

Pola je devet.

It is half past eight.

Devet i deset.

It is nine ten.

Radim osam sati.

I work eight hours.

Ja ne kasnim.

I am not late.

Vi kasnite.

You are late. (polite)

GRAMMAR

G1) NOTICE THE USEFUL PATTERN

Underline the form practised in this unit.

1 Rad počinje u devet.

Meaning: Work starts at nine.
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2 Pet je do devet.

Meaning: It is five to nine.

3 Četvrt je do devet.

Meaning: It is a quarter to nine.

4 Pola je devet.

Meaning: It is half past eight.

G2) CHOOSE THE FORM

Use the English meaning and the pattern in this unit.

1 Rad počinje ______ devet.

A u

B od

C do

Meaning: Work starts at nine.
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2 Pet je ______ devet.

A do

B od

C u

Meaning: It is five to nine.

3 Četvrt je do ______.

A osam

B deset

C devet

Meaning: It is a quarter to nine.

4 ______ je devet.

A Pola

B Četvrt

C Pet

Meaning: It is half past eight.
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5 Devet i ______.

A petnaest

B trideset

C deset

Meaning: It is nine ten.

6 Radim osam ______.

A sati

B satima

C sat

Meaning: I work eight hours.

7 Ja ne ______.

A kasniš

B kasnite

C kasnim

Meaning: I am not late.

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de 5/11

Grammar: U devet, četvrt do, pola COURSE A1

http://www.lernlaterne.de


8 Vi ______.

A kasnim

B kasni

C kasnite

Meaning: You are late. (polite)

G3) COMPLETE THE MESSAGES

Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

devet   osam

Četvrt je do _______________.

Meaning: It is a quarter to nine.

Pola   Četvrt

_______________ je devet.

Meaning: It is half past eight.
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deset   petnaest

Devet i _______________.

Meaning: It is nine ten.

sati   sat

Radim osam _______________.

Meaning: I work eight hours.

kasnim   kasniš

Ja ne _______________.

Meaning: I am not late.

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de 7/11

Grammar: U devet, četvrt do, pola COURSE A1

http://www.lernlaterne.de


kasnite   kasnim

Vi _______________.

Meaning: You are late. (polite)

G4) BUILD A SENTENCE

Put the words in order.

1 počinje Rad u devet.

Meaning: Work starts at nine.

2 Pet je do devet.

Meaning: It is five to nine.
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3 do devet. Četvrt je

Meaning: It is a quarter to nine.

4 je devet. Pola

Meaning: It is half past eight.

5 Devet i deset.

Meaning: It is nine ten.

6 osam sati. Radim

Meaning: I work eight hours.
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G5) WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 Work starts at nine. You say:

A Rad počinje od devet.

B Rad počinje u devet.

2 It is five to nine. You say:

A Pet je do devet.

B Pet je u devet.

3 It is a quarter to nine. You say:

A Četvrt je do osam.

B Četvrt je do devet.

4 It is half past eight. You say:

A Pola je devet.

B Četvrt je devet.
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G6) CONNECT MESSAGES AND MEANINGS

Match the pairs.

1 Radim osam sati. A I am not late.

2 Devet i deset. B Work starts at nine.

3 Vi kasnite. C You are late. (polite)

4 Četvrt je do devet. D It is a quarter to nine.

5 Pola je devet. E I work eight hours.

6 Ja ne kasnim. F It is half past eight.

7 Pet je do devet. G It is five to nine.

8 Rad počinje u 

devet.

H It is nine ten.
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