SCENE 42 - GRAMMAR
Rajt, smajt, mort

The past: I, you and we

8 Exercises - Duration: 25 min.

( The festival J ( Maltese J

The past tense tells what happened. You know it already from
kont, | was, and kien, he was. In the past the person is an ending
at the back, not a letter at the front as in the present. The 3rd
person singular (he, it) has no ending at all: ra, he saw - mar, he
went - sab, he found. That bare verb is the base, and the other

persons add their ending to it.

This unit is about the st person, jien and ahna, and the 2nd
person, int and intom. | and you share one ending, -=t: rajt is | saw,
or you saw, and Rajt? with the voice going up is Did you see? We
add -na, and you, to several people, —tu: rajna, we saw - rajtu,
youU saw.

THE PAST TENSE: I, YOU, WE
hu jien - int ahna intom Meaning

Most verbs: -t - -na - -tu

zifen zfint zfinna zfintu dance
hadem hdimt hdimna hdimtu work
fittex fittixt fittixna fittixtu look for

Ending in a vowel: -jt - -jna - -jtu
ra rajt rajna rajtu see

sema’ smajt smajna smajtu hear
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hu jien - int ahna intom Meaning

A long vowel in the middle: it gets short

kien kont konna kontu be
mar mort morna mortu go
sab sibt sibna sibtu find

A double letter at the end: -ejt - -ejna - -ejtu
daqq daqqejt daqqejna daqqejtu play (music)

The ending takes the stress, so the vowels in front of it move: zifen, zfint - hadem,
hdimt - sema’, smajt - mar, mort. Learn the past two forms at a time, the base and the
1st person singular, and the rest follows. daqq is play for music, daqqejt it-trumbetta, |

played the trumpet; the same verb is used when a phone rings.

IRREGULAR VERBS

hu jien - int ahna intom Meaning
ha hadt hadna hadtu take

kiel kilt kilna kiltu eat

gie gejt dgejna gejtu come
ghamel ghamilt ghamilna ghamiltu do, make
qal ghedt ghedna ghedtu say

qal, he said, takes its other forms from another verb: ghedt, | said. ha and hadt are the

past of jiehu, so Int hadt hsiebu is You looked after him.

No in the past works as in the present: ma in front and =x at the
end. Ma rajtx. | didn't see it. After —na it is —iex: ma rajniex, we
didn't see it. With xejn, qatt or hadd the —x stays away: Ma rajna
xejn. We saw nothing. Qatt ma smajt... I've never heard...
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SAYING NO
Yes No Meaning
rajt ma rajtx | saw - | didn't see
rajna ma rajniex we saw - we didn't see
rajtu ma rajtux you saw - you didn't see
rajna xejn ma rajna xejn we saw nothing
TIP

rajtu is you saw, to several people, but also | saw him: -u at the end
is him, as in smajtu, | heard him, and ma sibtux, | didn't find him.
The rest of the sentence tells you which.

Smajt? Ir-rahal kollu ged jitkellem dwar il-festa.

Have you heard? The whole village is talking about the festa.

Jien kont hemm, fil-bankarell.

| was there, at the stall.

Ma rajna xejn. U mbaghad rajt xi haga fuq il-palk.

We didn't see anything. And then | saw something on the stage.

Meta d-dawl intefa, fittixt lil Cikku. Imma ma sibtux.

When the lights went out, | looked for Cikku. But | didn't find him.

Int hadt hisiebu, hux?

You were looking after him, weren't you?
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GRAMMAR

G1) FIND THE WORDS

| Underline the verbs in the past.

Jien  kont hemm, u smajt it-trumbetta.

Meaning: | was there, and | heard the trumpet.
Ma rajna xejn. Imma mbaghad jien rajt xi
haga.

Meaning: We didn't see anything. But then | saw something.

Fittixt Il Cikku, imma ma sibtux.

Meaning: | looked for Cikku, but I didn't find him.

Int hadt Thsiebu, hux?

Meaning: You were looking after him, weren't you?
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10

Ahna hdimna, u intom Zfintu.

Meaning: We worked, and you danced.

Ahna daqgejna fid-dlam, u intom smajtu.

Meaning: We played in the dark, and you listened.

Ahna morna quddiem il-palk u  zfinna.

Meaning: We went in front of the stage and danced.

Intom  kontu fil-bankarell, u ahna konna fuq

il-bank.

Meaning: You were at the stall, and we were on the bench.

Intom  kiltu  |-imgarrun, u jien kilt bicca qgaghqa.

Meaning: You ate the macaroni, and | ate a piece of honey ring.

Gorg, int dagqgejt sabih, u ahna smajna  kollox.

Meaning: Gorg, you played beautifully, and we heard all of it.

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de 5/27


http://www.lernlaterne.de

Grammar: Rajt, smajt, mort COURSE A1

G2) | AND YOU: -T

Choose the right word for the gap.

Jien ______ hemm, fil-bankarell.
B konna

c ) kien

Meaning: | was there, at the stall.

U mbaghad jien xi haga fuq il-palk.

A rajna

B rajt

C ra

Meaning: And then | saw something on the stage.

Jien qatt ma lil Gorg idoqq dagshekk sabih.

A ) smajna

B smajt

C sema’

Meaning: I've never heard Gorg play so beautifully.
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S

Meta d-dawl intefa, jien lil Cikku.

A fittixt
B fittex

c  fittixna

Meaning: When the lights went out, | looked for Cikku.

Jien lil Cikku fit-tieqa!

C ) sibna

Meaning: | found Cikku in the window!

Int hsiebu, hux?

B hadt

Cc  hadna

Meaning: You were looking after him, weren't you?
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7 Int______ I-imqarrun il-forn?
A kilna
B kilt

c kiel

Meaning: Did you eat the baked macaroni?

8 Gorg, int sabih hafna!

A daqgqejt
B daggejna

c ) daqqg

Meaning: Gorg, you played really beautifully!

9 Int id-dar wara I-kuncert?

C morna

Meaning: Did you go home after the concert?
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10 UVint, x'______ wara |-festa?
A ghamel

B ghamilt

c ) ghamilna

Meaning: And you, what did you do after the festa?

G3) WE: -NA

Choose the right word for the gap.

1 ARnama______ xejn.
A ra

B rajt

C rajna

Meaning: We didn't see anything.

2 Ahna______ I-ghaxija kollha fil-bankarell.
A hadem
B hdimt

c hdimna

Meaning: We worked all evening at the stall.
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3 Ahnat-tfal ___ hafna!
A zfinna

B zfint

c ) zifen

Meaning: We children danced a lot!

4 Ahna ______ t-trumbetta fid-dlam.
A ) smajna

B smajt

C sema’

Meaning: We heard the trumpet in the dark.

5 Ahna______ hdejn il-palk.
A konna

B kien

Cc kont

Meaning: We were next to the stage.
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6 Wara l-kuncert, ahna ____ d-dar.
A mort

B morna

C mar

Meaning: After the concert we went home.

7 Ahna lil Cikku kullimkien.

A fittixt
B fittixna

c  fittex

Meaning: We looked for Cikku everywhere.

8 Ahna I-imqgarrun kollu!

Meaning: We ate all the macaroni!
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9 Ahna______ fid-dlam.
A dagqejt
B daqqgejna

Cc ) daqq

Meaning: We played in the dark.

10 Ahna ______ ghall-festa fis-sebgha.
A gie
B gejt

C gejna

Meaning: We came to the festa at seven.

G4) YOU, TO SEVERAL PEOPLE: -TU

Choose the right word for the gap.

1 Intom____ xi haga?
A rajna

B rajtu

C ) rajt

Meaning: Did you see anything?
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Intom ______ lil Gorg?
A ) smajtu

B smajna

C smajt

Meaning: Did you hear Gorg?

Intom fil-bankarell I-ghaxija kollha?

Nanna, Lina: intom ______ ukoll?
A zfint

B zfinna

c ) zfintu

Meaning: Grandma, Lina: did you dance too?
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5 Intom______ hafna!
A hdimtu
B hdimt

¢ ) hdimna

Meaning: You worked really hard!

6 Intom d-dar wara I-kuncert?

C morna

Meaning: Did you go home after the concert?

7 Intom ______ lil Cikku?
A fittixna
B fittixt

c  fittixtu

Meaning: Did you look for Cikku?
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8 Intom ______ l-imqgarrun?
A kiltu
B kilt

c kilna

Meaning: Did you eat the macaroni?

9 Gorg, Tonio: intom fis-sebgha?

A gejt
B gejna

C ) gejtu

Meaning: Gorg, Tonio: did you come at seven?

10 Intom ______ hsieb Cikku?
A hadna
B hadt

C ) hadtu

Meaning: Did you look after Cikku?
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G5) ANSWER THE QUESTION

Answer the questions.

Zfint, jew hdimt biss?
A H#dimt, imma zfint ftit ukoll.
B Hdimtu, imma zfintu ftit ukoll.

C ) Hadem, imma zifen ftit ukoll.

Meaning: Did you dance, or did you only work?

Fejn kont waqt il-kuncert?
A Kontu fil-bankarell.
B Kont fil-bankarell.

Cc  Kien fil-bankarell.

Meaning: Where were you during the concert?

Ahna rajna |-fantazma?
A Le, intom ma rajtx. Sibt lil Cikku!
B Le, intom ma rajniex. Sibna lil Cikku!

C ) Le, intom ma rajtux. Sibtu lil Cikku!

Meaning: Did we see the ghost?
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Fejn sibtu lil Cikku?

A Sabu lil Cikku fit-tieqa tal-kafetterija.
B Sibna lil Cikku fit-tiega tal-kafetterija.

¢ Sab lil Cikku fit-tiega tal-kafetterija.

Meaning: Where did you find Cikku?

Intom hadtu hsieb Cikku?
A lva, ha hsiebu... ftit.
B lva, hadna hsiebu... ftit.

C ) lva, hadtu hsiebu... ftit.

Meaning: Did you look after Cikku?

Ahna daqggejna sabih?
A lva, intom daggejna sabih hafna!
B Iva, intom daggejtu sabih hafna!

C ' lva, ahna daqggejt sabih hafna!

Meaning: Did we play well?
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Meta gejt, x'ghedt lil Lina?
A Gejna fis-sebgha, u ghedna: Bonswa, Lina!
B Gie fis-sebgha, u gal: Bonswa, Lina!

C ) Gejt fis-sebgha, u ghedt: Bonswa, Lina!

Meaning: When you came, what did you say to Lina?

X'ghamiltu wara |-festa?
A Ghamilna kafe, kilna, u morna d-dar.
B Ghamel kafe, kiel, u mar id-dar.

C ) Ghamiltu kafe, kiltu, u mortu d-dar.

Meaning: What did you do after the festa?

Nanna, ahna x'ghamilna fil-festa?
A Intom ghamilna festa kbira, u ghedna: Prosit, Gorg!
B ) Intom ghamel festa kbira, u gal: Prosit, Gorg!

c ) Intom ghamiltu festa kbira, u ghedtu: Prosit, Gorg!

Meaning: Grandma, what did we do at the festa?
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10 Intom rajtu I-fantazma?
A Le, ma rajniex. Kien mudlam.
B ' Le, ma rajnax. Kien mudlam.

C ) Le, mhux rajna. Kien mudlam.

Meaning: Did you two see the ghost?

G6) AFTER THE FESTA

| Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

| hdimt zfint hdimtu zfintu

Jien fil-bankarell, u wara ftit.

Meaning: | worked at the stall, and afterwards | danced a little.

hdimna hdimtu Rajtu rajna

Intom hafna. |-kuncert?

Meaning: You worked really hard. Did you see the concert?
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fittixt fittixna fittixtu

Ahna kullimkien. Intom ukoll?

Meaning: We looked everywhere. Did you look too?

mortu mort morna

Wara I-festa jien id-dar. U intom, meta

Meaning: After the festa | went home. And when did you go?

sibt sibna

Ahna lil Cikku fit-tiega!

Meaning: We found Cikku in the window!
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sibtu sibt sibna

Jien lil Cikku, u intom I-bokkin!

Meaning: | found Cikku, and you found the mouthpiece!

rajtx rajtux rajniex

Intom ma il-fantazma? Jien ukoll ma

Meaning: You didn't see the ghost? | didn't see it either.

hadtu hadt hadna

Jien u Marija hsieb il-bankarell, u intom

hsieb Cikku.

Meaning: Marija and | looked after the stall, and you looked after

Cikku.
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gejt gejna gejtu

Ahna fis-sebgha. Intom meta ?

Meaning: We came at seven. When did you come?

ghamilna ghamilt ghamiltu

X' wara |-kuncert? Ahna kafé.

Meaning: What did you do after the concert? We made coffee.

G7) PUT THE WORDS IN ORDER

Put the words in order.

hemm, fil-bankarell.  kont Jien

Meaning: | was there, at the stall.
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2 Ma mudlam. Kien xejn. rajna

Meaning: We didn't see anything. It was dark.

3  d-dawl intefa, fittixt |l Cikku. Meta

Meaning: When the lights went out, | looked for Cikku.

4 ma Imma sibtux.

Meaning: But | didn't find him.

S |festa? U ghamilt int, xi haga wara

Meaning: And you, did you do anything after the festa?
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6 int? fejn Cikku, Ghedt:

Meaning: | said: Cikku, where are you?

7 xi ghedtu lil intom Tonio? Lina, hada

Meaning: Lina, did you say anything to Tonio?

8 Tonio, Ghedna: nizfnu! ejja

Meaning: We said: Tonio, come on, let's dance!

9 il-fantazma. Ahna rajniex ma

Meaning: We didn't see the ghost.
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10 intom daqqgejtu sabih  Gorg, hafna.

Meaning: Gorg, you all played really beautifully.

G8) THE RIGHT WORDS

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 Lina asks if you were at the festa. Say you were there. You say:
A lva, jien kont hemm.
B Iva, jien se nkun hemm.

C  lva, jien kien hemm.

2 Lina tells you she saw something on the stage. Lina says:
A Ra xi haga fuq il-palk.
B ' Rajt xi haga fuq il-palk.

C  Se nara xi haga fuq il-palk.

3 Ask Ella what she saw. You say:
A X'se tara, Ella?
B X'rajt, Ella?

Cc  X'rajtu, Ella?
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4 Say you looked for Cikku but didn't find him. You say:
A Fittixt lil Cikku, u sibtu.
B Fittex lil Cikku, imma ma sabux.

C ) Fittixt lil Cikku, imma ma sibtux.

5 Marija asks you and Lina if you heard Gorg. Say yes, you heard

the trumpet. You say:
A ) lva, smajtu t-trumbetta.
B Iva, sema’' t-trumbetta.

C  lva, smajna t-trumbetta.

6 Tell Gorg he played beautifully. You say:
A Gorg, daqq sabih hafna!
B Gorg, dagqgejt sabih hafnal!

C Gorg, daggejna sabih hafna!

7 Ask Ella and Marija where they were during the concert. You say:
A Fejn kont waqt il-kuncert?
B Fejn konna wagqt il-kuncert?

C ' Fejn kontu wagqt il-kuncert?
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8 Lina asks what you did after the festa. You went home and ate.

You say:
A Mar id-dar u kiel.
B Se mmur id-dar u niekol.

C ) Mort id-dar u kilt.

9 Lina asks if you saw the ghost. Say you saw nothing. You say:
A ) Ma rajtx xejn.
B Mhux rajt xejn.

C ) Ma rajt xejn.
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