
SCENE 10 · GRAMMAR A1
Jesmo, smo, imate, 
nemamo
The full present and everyday verbs

6 Exercises   ·   Duration: 20 min.

The empty flat Croatian
Read & listen online

The full present and everyday verbs

The short present of be is sam, si, je, smo, ste, su; stressed forms 

are jesam, jesi, jest, jesmo, jeste, jesu. Negatives are nisam, nisi, 

nije, nismo, niste, nisu. A clitic normally follows the first phrase: Mi 

smo ovdje.

Have is imam, imaš, ima, imamo, imate, imaju; its negative is 

nemam, nemaš, nema, nemamo, nemate, nemaju. Polite Vi imate · 

nemate takes second-person plural forms. Mi includes any group 

contextually; Croatian does not have a grammatical inclusive/

exclusive we distinction.

Regular patterns include sviram · sviraš · svira · sviramo · svirate · 

sviraju, radim · radiš · radi · radimo · radite · rade, and pišem · 

pišeš · piše · pišemo · pišete · pišu. Learn common irregular idem · 

ideš · ide · idemo · idete · idu, rather than inventing endings from 

another language.
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Pattern Example Meaning

smo Mi smo ovdje. We are here.

su Oni su ovdje. They are here.

imamo Mi imamo ključ. We have a key.

nemamo Mi nemamo vremena. We have no time.

Mi smo ovdje.

We are here.

Oni su ovdje.

They are here.

Mi imamo ključ.

We have a key.

Mi nemamo vremena.

We have no time.

Ja radim ovdje.

I work here.

Ti pišeš ime.

You write a name. (familiar)

Mi idemo u kafić.

We go to the café.

Ja sam nova (nov).

I am new.

Ongoing or repeated actions and completed actions often use a 

related verb pair. Learn common examples as words: uzimati · 

uzeti (take), davati · dati (give), kupovati · kupiti (buy). A prefix or 

a change of stem does not by itself tell you when the action takes 

place.
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GRAMMAR

G1) NOTICE THE USEFUL PATTERN

Underline the form practised in this unit.

1 Mi smo ovdje.

Meaning: We are here.

2 Oni su ovdje.

Meaning: They are here.

3 Mi imamo ključ.

Meaning: We have a key.

4 Mi nemamo vremena.

Meaning: We have no time.
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G2) CHOOSE THE FORM

Use the English meaning and the pattern in this unit.

1 Mi ______ ovdje.

A ste

B smo

C sam

Meaning: We are here.

2 Oni ______ ovdje.

A smo

B je

C su

Meaning: They are here.

3 Mi ______ ključ.

A imam

B imamo

C imate

Meaning: We have a key.

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de 4/11

Grammar: Jesmo, smo, imate, nemamo COURSE A1

http://www.lernlaterne.de


4 Mi ______ vremena.

A nemate

B nemamo

C nemam

Meaning: We have no time.

5 Ja ______ ovdje.

A radiš

B radite

C radim

Meaning: I work here.

6 Ti ______ ime.

A pišeš

B pišete

C pišem

Meaning: You write a name. (familiar)
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7 Mi ______ u kafić.

A idemo

B idete

C idem

Meaning: We go to the café.

8 Ja sam ______.

A novog

B novima

C nova

Meaning: I am new.

G3) COMPLETE THE MESSAGES

Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

imam   imamo

Mi _______________ ključ.

Meaning: We have a key.
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nemam   nemamo

Mi _______________ vremena.

Meaning: We have no time.

radiš   radim

Ja _______________ ovdje.

Meaning: I work here.

pišem   pišeš

Ti _______________ ime.

Meaning: You write a name. (familiar)
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idem   idemo

Mi _______________ u kafić.

Meaning: We go to the café.

novog   nova

Ja sam _______________.

Meaning: I am new.

G4) BUILD A SENTENCE

Put the words in order.

1 ovdje. smo Mi

Meaning: We are here.
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2 ovdje. su Oni

Meaning: They are here.

3 Mi imamo ključ.

Meaning: We have a key.

4 Mi vremena. nemamo

Meaning: We have no time.

5 Ja ovdje. radim

Meaning: I work here.
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6 ime. pišeš Ti

Meaning: You write a name. (familiar)

G5) WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 We are here. You say:

A Mi sam ovdje.

B Mi smo ovdje.

2 They are here. You say:

A Oni je ovdje.

B Oni su ovdje.

3 We have a key. You say:

A Mi imam ključ.

B Mi imamo ključ.
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4 We have no time. You say:

A Mi nemamo vremena.

B Mi nemam vremena.

G6) CONNECT MESSAGES AND MEANINGS

Match the pairs.

1 Mi smo ovdje. A I am new.

2 Mi nemamo 

vremena.

B We go to the café.

3 Ja sam nova. C We have no time.

4 Ja radim ovdje. D I work here.

5 Mi imamo ključ. E We have a key.

6 Oni su ovdje. F They are here.

7 Mi idemo u kafić. G You write a name. (familiar)

8 Ti pišeš ime. H We are here.
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