SCENE 17 - GRAMMAR

Ghandi tletin sena

Saying how old

6 Exercises -

Duration: 20 min.

( Photos on the wall J ( Maltese J

,Qeo.c{ & licten online

Maltese doesn't say | am thirty. It says | have thirty years, with the

ghand of having: Ghandi tletin sena. The question is Kemm

ghandek zmien?, literally how much time do you have? About

someone else, the ending changes as always: Kemm ghandu
zmien Cikku? How old is Cikku?

WHO IS HOW OLD?

Person
jien
int

hu

hi
ahna

intom

huma

Example
Ghandi tletin sena.
Kemm ghandek zmien?

Gorg ghandu tmienja u ghoxrin
sena.

Ella ghandha disa’ snin.
Ghandna tletin sena.

Kemm ghandkom zmien?

ll-gtates ghandhom sentejn.

Meaning
I'm thirty.
How old are you?

Gorg is twenty-eight.

Ella is nine.
We're thirty.

How old are you? (to several
people)

The cats are two.

The word for year depends on the number, as with everything you

count: tliet siggijiet, hdax-il ewro. One year is sena, and two years

is a single word, sentejn. From three to ten the noun is plural, snin,

and the number loses its end: tliet snin, disa' snin. From eleven on

the noun is singular again: hdax-il sena, tletin sena. Months work

the same way.

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de

1/15


https://www.lernlaterne.de/en/maltese/course-a1/kemm-ghandek-zmien-csc017/grammar
http://www.lernlaterne.de

Grammar: Ghandi tletin sena COURSE A1
YEARS AND MONTHS
Number Years Months Meaning
1 sena xahar a year
a month
2 sentejn xahrejn two years
two months
3to 10 tliet snin sitt xhur three years
ghaxar snin ten years
six months
1M to 19 hdax-il sena hdax-il xahar eleven years
eleven months
20 and up ghoxrin sena ghoxrin xahar twenty years

tletin sena

thirty years
twenty months

—-ejn means exactly two: sentejn, xahrejn. In speech the year often drops: Ghandi

tletin. I'm thirty. Ella ghandha kwazi ghaxra. Ella is almost ten.

FROM THREE TO TEN: THE NUMBER BEFORE SNIN

Number

10

Age

tliet snin
erba’ snin
hames snin
sitt snin
seba’ snin
tmien snin
disa’' snin

ghaxar snin

Meaning
three years
four years
five years
six years
seven years
eight years
nine years

ten years

These are the short forms you know from tliet ewro and sitt bajdiet. From eleven to

nineteen the number adds -il: tnax-il sena, dsatax-il sena.
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Grammar: Ghandi tletin sena COURSE A1

Bigger ages use the tens you know from prices, with the ones
first: tmienja u ghoxrin, eight and twenty, is 28; erbgha v erbghin
is 4k,

NUMBERS TO 100

Number Word Number Word
20 ghoxrin 21 wiehed u ghoxrin
30 tletin 28 tmienja u ghoxrin
40 erbghin L4 erbgha v erbghin
50 hamsin 65 hamsa v sittin
60 sittin 72 tnejn u sebghin
70 sebghin 99 disgha v disghin
80 tmenin
90 disghin

TIP

A birthday is gheluq is-snin, the closing of the years, and it takes
the ending like a family word: gheluqg snini, my birthday - gheluqg
sninek, yours - gheluq sninha, hers. A date is the number with the
article, then ta' and the month: I-ghaxra ta' Lulju, the tenth of July -
it-tmienja u ghoxrin ta' Marzu. The first is [-ewwel: [-ewwel ta' Mejju.
Kemm ghandek zmien?

How old are you?

Ghandi tletin sena.

I'm thirty.

Ilbni ghandu hamsin sena, u binti erbgha u erbghin.

My son is fifty, and my daughter forty-four.

Ella ghandha disa' snin, kwazi ghaxra.

Ella is nine, almost ten.
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Grammar: Ghandi tletin sena COURSE A1

Hu Ella ghandu sitt xhur biss.

Ella's brother is only six months old.

U Cikku, kemm ghandu zmien?

And Cikku, how old is he?

GRAMMAR

G1) FIND THE WORDS

| Underline the words for year and month.

Ghandi tletin sena.

Meaning: I'm thirty.
loni ghandu hamsin sena, u Dbinti erbgha u
erbghin.

Meaning: My son is fifty, and my daughter forty-four.

Ella  ghandha disa'’ snin, kwazi ghaxra.

Meaning: Ella is nine, almost ten.
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Grammar: Ghandi tletin sena

COURSE A1

Hu Ella? Sitt xhur biss.

Meaning: Ella's brother? Only six months.

Cikku ghandu sentejn? Hadd ma jaf.

Meaning: Is Cikku two? Nobody knows.

Is-Sibt  ghandi  ghaxar  snin!

Meaning: On Saturday I'll be ten!

It-tarbija ghandha xahrejn? Le, sitt xhur.

Meaning: Is the baby two months old? No, six months.

Ghandi tmienja u ghoxrin sena.

Meaning: I'm twenty-eight.
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Grammar: Ghandi tletin sena COURSE A1

G2) ONE YEAR, TWO YEARS, TEN YEARS

Choose the right word for the gap.

1 Ellaghandhadisa' ______
A snin

B sentejn

C sena

Meaning: Ella is nine.

2 Ghandi tmienja u ghoxrin ______
A sena

B sentejn

C ) snin

Meaning: I'm twenty-eight.

3 #uEllaghandusitt ______
A xhur

B xahrejn

C ) xahar

Meaning: Ella's brother is six months old.
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Grammar: Ghandi tletin sena COURSE A1

4 Cikku ghandu ______ ?
A snin

B sena

C ) sentejn

Meaning: Is Cikku two?

5 Ghanditletin ______
A sentejn

B snin

C sena

Meaning: I'm thirty.

6 Is-Sibt, ghaxar ______ !
A sentejn

B snin

C sena

Meaning: On Saturday, ten years old!
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It-tarbija ghandha ______ biss.
A xahar

B xhur

C ) xahrejn

Meaning: The baby is only two months old.

Ibni ghandu hamsin ______
A sena

B sentejn

C ) snin

Meaning: My son is fifty.

Il-qattusa ghandha tliet ______
A sentejn

B sena

C ) snin

Meaning: The she-cat is three.
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Grammar: Ghandi tletin sena

COURSE A1

G3) | HAVE, SHE HAS

Age is had: choose the form of ghand for the person.

A ghandi
B ghandek

Cc  ghandu

Meaning: How old are you?

______ tletin sena.
A Ghandha
B Ghandi

C ) Ghandek

Meaning: I'm thirty.

Ella ___ disa’ snin.
A ghandi
B ghandu

c  ghandha

Meaning: Ella is nine.
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Grammar: Ghandi tletin sena

COURSE A1

lbni ______ hamsin sena.
A ghandha
B ghandek

c ) ghandu

Meaning: My son is fifty.

Ella v Cikku, kemm ______ Zmien?
A ) ghandkom
B ghandhom

c  ghandna

Meaning: Ella and Cikku, how old are you?

ll-gtates? Ma nafx kemm ______ Zmien.
A ghandkom
B ghandna

c ) ghandhom

Meaning: The cats? | don't know how old they are.
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Grammar: Ghandi tletin sena

COURSE A1

7 lJien? tmienja u ghoxrin sena.

A Ghandu
B Ghandi

C ) Ghandek

Meaning: Me? I'm twenty-eight.

G4) BIG NUMBERS

Match the words to the numbers.

1) hamsin A
2 | disgha u disghin B
3 tnejn u sebghin C
4 ) hamsa u sittin D
5 | erbgha u erbghin E
6 | tmienja u ghoxrin F
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Grammar: Ghandi tletin sena COURSE A1

G5) PUT THE WORDS IN ORDER

Put the words in order.

1 Kemm ghandek zmien?

Meaning: How old are you?

2 sena. Ghandi tletin

Meaning: I'm thirty.

3 ghandha ghaxra. Ella disa’ snin, kwazi

Meaning: Ella is nine, almost ten.

4 ghandu xhur sitt  Ella biss. Hu

Meaning: Ella's brother is only six months old.
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S ghandu ma zmien Cikku? jaf. #add Kemm

Meaning: How old is Cikku? Nobody knows.

6 u tmienja ghoxrin Ghandi sena.

Meaning: I'm twenty-eight.

7 sentejn? ghandu  Cikku

Meaning: Is Cikku two?

8 xahrejn? ghandha It-tarbija

Meaning: Is the baby two months old?
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Grammar: Ghandi tletin sena COURSE A1

9 ta' |-ghaxra snini  Ghelug Lulju.

Meaning: My birthday is the tenth of July.

G6) THE RIGHT WORDS

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 Ella asks how old you are. You're thirty. You say:
A Ghandi tletin snin.
B Ghandi tletin sena.

C ) Jien tletin sena.

2 Ask Ella how old she is. You say:
A ) Kemm ghandi zmien?
B Kemm ghandek zmien?

Cc ) Kemm ghandha zmien?

3 Ask Marija how old her son is. You say:
A Kemm ghandu zmien ibni?
B Kemm ghandek zmien ibnek?

Cc ' Kemm ghandu zmien ibnek?
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Grammar: Ghandi tletin sena COURSE A1

4 Marija points at an old photo of a young man. It's her husband,

aged twenty. Marija says:
A Zewdgi. Hawn ghandu ghoxrin snin.
B Zewdi. Hawn ghandu ghoxrin sena.

c ) Zewgi. Hawn ghandi ghoxrin sena.

5 Tell Anna that Ella is nine. You say:
A Ella ghandu disa’ snin.
B Ella ghandha disa' sena.

C  Ella ghandha disa’ snin.

6 Ella tells you when her birthday is. Ella says:
A ) lt-tmienja u ghoxrin snin.
B | It-tmienja u ghoxrin ta' Marzu.

C ) Ghandi tmienja u ghoxrin sena.
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