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SCENE 47 - GRAMMAR

Da e per con il tempo

Work experience and introductions

6 Exercises - Duration: 20 min.

( Staying J ( Italian J Pead & licten om/ihe\/ E.

Starting points, purpose and duration

Use da for something that started in the past and is still true now:
Vivo qui da dieci anni. In English this is often 'have lived for ten

years'. Italian uses the present.

Use per for a finished period: Ho lavorato |i per due mesi. The
action is complete. A good quick contrast is: Vivo qui da dieci anni

but Ho abitato a Roma per un anno.

In interviews, simple present answers are natural: Lavoro in
un'azienda di mobili. For abilities, use so plus infinitive or a noun

phrase: So progettare mobili.

To ask for background in an interview, Italian may use polite forms:
Mi parli di Lei and Che lavoro fa? These are common set phrases.

Form Example Meaning

da dieci anni Vivo qui da dieci anni. for ten years, and still now
per due mesi Ho lavorato li per due mesi.  for two months, finished
so fare So progettare mobili. | can / know how to do
Che lavoro fa?  Che lavoro fa? What do you do?

Vivo qui da dieci anni.

| have lived here for ten years.
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Ho lavorato a Roma per un anno.
| worked in Rome for one year.

Lei fa I'ingegnera?

Do you work as an engineer?

lo so progettare mobili.

| can design furniture.

Parlo italiano da tre mesi.

| have been speaking Italian for three months.

Sono venuta (venuto) a Valbosco per il lavoro.
| came to Valbosco for the job.

Mi parli di Lei.

Tell me about yourself.

Abito sul fiume Bosco da poco tempo.

| have lived by the Bosco river for a short time.
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COURSE A1

GRAMMAR

G1) NOTICE THE USEFUL PATTERN

| Underline the form practised in this unit.

Vivo qui da dieci anni.

Meaning: | have lived here for ten years.

Ho lavorato a Roma per un

Meaning: | worked in Rome for one year.

Lei fa Il'ingegnera?

Meaning: Do you work as an engineer?

lo so progettare mobili.

Meaning: | can design furniture.
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G2) CHOOSE THE FORM

Use the English meaning and the pattern in this unit.

Vivoqui ______ dieci anni.
A da

B in

C ) per

Meaning: | have lived here for ten years.

Ho lavorato a Roma un anno.

A con
B da

C per

Meaning: | worked in Rome for one year.

Lei I'ingegnera?

Meaning: Do you work as an engineer?

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de 4/12


http://www.lernlaterne.de

Grammar: Da e per con il tempo COURSE A1

4L lo______ mobili.
A | conosco progettare

B posso progetto

C  so progettare

Meaning: | can design furniture.

5 Parloitaliano ______ tre mesi.
A da
B di

C ) per

Meaning: | have been speaking Italian for three months.

6 Sono venuta a Valbosco ____ il lavoro.
A con
B per

C da

Meaning: | came to Valbosco for the job.
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A parli
B parlare

C parla

Meaning: Tell me about yourself.

Abito sul fiume Bosco poco tempo.

A per
B a

C) da

Meaning: | have lived by the Bosco river for a short time.

G3) COMPLETE THE MESSAGES

| Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

Lei I'ingegnera?

Meaning: Do you work as an engineer?
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conosco progettare so progettare

lo mobili.

Meaning: | can design furniture.

per da

Parlo italiano tre mesi.

Meaning: | have been speaking Italian for three months.

da per

Sono venuta a Valbosco il lavoro.

Meaning: | came to Valbosco for the job.
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parla parli

Mi di Lei.

Meaning: Tell me about yourself.

per da

Abito sul fiume Bosco poco tempo.

Meaning: | have lived by the Bosco river for a short time.

G4) BUILD A SENTENCE

Put the words in order.

qui  Vivo da anni. dieci

Meaning: | have lived here for ten years.
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2 a3 un anno. lavorato per Roma Ho

Meaning: | worked in Rome for one year.

3 l'ingegnera? fa Lei

Meaning: Do you work as an engineer?

4  mobili. so lo progettare

Meaning: | can design furniture.

S da tre italiano Parlo mesi.

Meaning: | have been speaking Italian for three months.
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6 Sono a lavoro. Valbosco per venuta il

Meaning: | came to Valbosco for the job.

G5) WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 I have lived here for ten years. You say:
A Vivo qui da dieci anni.

B Vivo qui per dieci anni.

2 | worked in Rome for one year. You say:
A ) Ho lavorato a Roma da un anno.

B Ho lavorato a Roma per un anno.

3 Do you work as an engineer? You say:

A Lei fa l'ingegnera?

B Lei e l'ingegnera?
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4 | can design furniture. You say:
A | lo conosco progettare mobili.

B lo so progettare mobili.

G6) CONNECT MESSAGES AND MEANINGS

Match the pairs.

1 Sono venuta a A | have lived here for ten years.

Valbosco per il

lavoro.
2 | Mi parli di Lei. B | have lived by the Bosco river
for a short time.
3 ) Vivo qui da dieci c ' | worked in Rome for one year.
anni.

4 | Parlo italiano da tre D Tell me about yourself.

mesi.

5 Abito sul fiume E | have been speaking Italian for
Bosco da poco three months.
tempo.
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6 Leifal'ingegnera? F ' | can design furniture.

7 | Ho lavorato a Roma G Do you work as an engineer?

per un anno.

8 | lo so progettare H | came to Valbosco for the job.

mobili.
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