
SCENE 40 · GRAMMAR
A1

vem, znam, poznam
Different kinds of knowing

6 Exercises   ·   Duration: 20 min.

A bad day Slovenian
Read & listen online

Different kinds of knowing

Use vem for a fact: vem, kje je pošta. Use znam for a skill: znam 

plavati. Use poznam for a person or familiar place: poznam Jureta, 

poznam mesto. They cannot simply replace one another.

Da can introduce a fact: vem, da je Muri tukaj. Keep the clause 

short. Negation is ne vem, ne znam, ne poznam. Razumem means 

I understand; a natural request is ne razumem, počasi, prosim.

Form Example Meaning

Vem Vem, da je Muri tukaj. I know that Muri is here.

Znam Znam plavati. I know how to swim.

Poznam Poznam Jureta. I know Jure.

razumem Ne razumem. I do not understand.

Poznam Vesel sem. Poznam mesto. I am happy. I know the town.

Vem Bolan sem. Vem, da moram 
počivati.

I am ill. I know that I must 
rest.

Vem, da je Muri tukaj.

I know that Muri is here.

Znam plavati.

I know how to swim.
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Poznam Jureta.

I know Jure.

Ne razumem.

I do not understand.

Vesela (Vesel) sem. Poznam mesto.

I am happy. I know the town.

Bolna (Bolan) sem. Vem, da moram počivati.

I am ill. I know that I must rest.

GRAMMAR

G1) NOTICE THE PATTERNS

Underline the form described in this unit.

1 Vem, da je Muri tukaj.

Meaning: I know that Muri is here.

2 Znam plavati.

Meaning: I know how to swim.
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3 Poznam Jureta.

Meaning: I know Jure.

4 Ne razumem.

Meaning: I do not understand.

5 Vesela sem. Poznam mesto.

Meaning: I am happy. I know the town.

6 Bolna sem. Vem, da moram počivati.

Meaning: I am ill. I know that I must rest.

G2) CHOOSE THE FORM

Choose the right word for the gap.

1 ______, da je Muri tukaj.

A Poznam

B Vem

C Znam

Meaning: I know that Muri is here.
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2 ______ plavati.

A Vem

B Znam

C Poznam

Meaning: I know how to swim.

3 ______ Jureta.

A Poznam

B Znam

C Vem

Meaning: I know Jure.

4 Ne ______.

A razumeš

B razumem

C razumeti

Meaning: I do not understand.
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5 Vesela sem. ______ mesto.

A Znam

B Vem

C Poznam

Meaning: I am happy. I know the town.

6 Bolna sem. ______, da moram počivati.

A Znam

B Poznam

C Vem

Meaning: I am ill. I know that I must rest.

G3) COMPLETE A SHORT MESSAGE

Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

Znam   Vem

_______________, da je Muri tukaj.

Meaning: I know that Muri is here.
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Vem   Znam

_______________ plavati.

Meaning: I know how to swim.

Vem   Poznam

_______________ Jureta.

Meaning: I know Jure.

razumeti   razumem

Ne _______________.

Meaning: I do not understand.
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Vem   Poznam

Vesela sem. _______________ mesto.

Meaning: I am happy. I know the town.

Znam   Vem

Bolna sem. _______________, da moram počivati.

Meaning: I am ill. I know that I must rest.

G4) BUILD USEFUL SENTENCES

Put the words in order.

1 je tukaj. da Vem, Muri

Meaning: I know that Muri is here.
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2 Vesela Poznam mesto. sem.

Meaning: I am happy. I know the town.

3 Vem, da počivati. sem. Bolna moram

Meaning: I am ill. I know that I must rest.

G5) WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 I know that Muri is here. You say:

A Vem, da je Muri tukaj.

B Znam, da je Muri tukaj.

2 I know how to swim. You say:

A Vem plavati.

B Znam plavati.
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3 I know Jure. You say:

A Vem Jureta.

B Poznam Jureta.

4 I do not understand. You say:

A Ne razumem.

B Ne razumeti.

G6) CONNECT MESSAGES AND MEANINGS

Match the pairs.

1 Vesela sem. 

Poznam mesto.

A I am happy. I know the town.

2 Znam plavati. B I know Jure.

3 Poznam Jureta. C I know how to swim.

4 Bolna sem. Vem, da 

moram počivati.

D I know that Muri is here.

5 Vem, da je Muri 

tukaj.

E I do not understand.
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6 Ne razumem. F I am ill. I know that I must rest.
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