SCENE 17 - GRAMMAR

Man trisdesimt mety

Saying how old

7 Exercises - Duration: 20 min.

( Photos on the wall J ( Lithuanian J

,Qeac{ & licten online

Lithuanian doesn't say | am thirty. It says to me, thirty years: Man

trisdesimt mety. I'm thirty. The person goes into the dative, the

to- and for-form you know from man patinka, and mety, of years,

comes after the number.

man, tav, jam are pronouns: the short words that stand in for a

noun, like as, tuv, jis. Pronouns change for case, just like nouns.

TO ME, TO YOU: THE PRONOUNS IN THE DATIVE

Person Dative Example Meaning

Singular

as man Man trisdesimt mety. to me
I'm thirty.

tu tau Kiek tau mety? to you

How old are you?

jis - ji jam Jam dvidesimt mety. to him
jai to her
He's twenty.

Plural
mes mums Mums trisdesimt mety. to us
We're thirty.
jos jums Kiek jums mety? to you
How old are you?
jie - jos jiems Jiems desSimt mety. to them

joms They're ten.
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TO ELZE, TO THE SON: NOUNS AND NAMES IN THE DATIVE

Nominative Dative Meaning

-as > -ui

Jonas - vyras Jonui Jonas
vyrui a husband

-us > -ui

sUnus sonui a son

-is - -ius > -jui

brolis - Micius brolivi a brother
Micivi Micius

-a > -ai

Ona - dukra - mama Onai Ona
dukrai a daughter
mamai mum

-@ 2 -ei

Elzé - modiuté Elzei Elzé
modiutei a grandmother

-uo - -eriai

sesuo seseriai a sister
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HOW MANY YEARS: METAI HAS ITS OWN NUMBERS UP TO NINE

Age

Tto 9

10 to 20, 30, 40...

21, Ly, 72...

Months

Form

vieneri
dveji

treji
ketveri
penkeri
Seseri
septyneri
astuoneri
devyneri

desimt mety

penkiolika mety
dvidesimt mety
trisdesimt mety

dvidesimt astuoneri
keturiasdesimt ketveri
septyniasdesimt dveji

sesi ménesiai

vienuolika ménesiy

Meaning

ten

fifteen
twenty
thirty years

28
4L
72

six months
eleven months

From 21 on, the last word works as for 1 to 9: dvideSimt astuoneri. In speech mety is

often left out: Elzei devyneri. Elzé is nine. Man trisdesimt. I'm thirty.

NUMBERS TO 100

Number

20

30

40

50

60

70

80

Word

dvidesimt
trisdesimt
keturiasdesSimt
penkiasdesimt
SesSiasdeSimt
septyniasdesimt

astuoniasdesimt
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22

35

4L

72

99

Word

dvidesSimt du
trisdesimt penki
keturiasdesimt keturi
septyniasdesimt du

devyniasdesimt devyni
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Number Word Number Word
90 devyniasdesimt
100 simtas

TIP

Ask Kiek jums mety? politely, Kiek tau mety? to a child or a friend.
A birthday date is a set phrase for now: the month in the genitive,
then the day: liepos desimtg, on the tenth of July - kovo dvidesimt
astuntg, on the twenty-eighth of March.

Kiek jums mety?

How old are you?

Man trisdesimt mety.

I'm thirty.

SUnui - penkiasdesimt, dukrai - keturiasdesimt ketveri.

My son is fifty, my daughter forty-four.

Elzei devyneri, beveik desimt.

Elzé is nine, almost ten.
O kiek mety Miciui?

And how old is Micius?
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GRAMMAR

G1) FIND THE WORDS

Underline the person whose age it is: the pronoun or noun in

the dative.

1T Man trisde$imt mety.

Meaning: I'm thirty.

2  Sonui  penkiasdesimt, o dukrai keturiasdesimt

ketveri.

Meaning: My son is fifty, and my daughter forty-four.

3  Kiek mety Miciui?

Meaning: How old is Micius?

4 Elzei devyneri, beveik deSimt.

Meaning: Elzé is nine, almost ten.
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Kiek jums mety?

Meaning: How old are you?

Vyrui Cia dvideSimt mety, o man - dvidesimt

dveji.

Meaning: My husband is twenty in this one, and I'm twenty-two.

Mamai keturiasdeSimt ketveri, o mocivtei - daug!

Meaning: Mum is forty-four, and Grandma is lots!

Kiek mety Jonui ir Onai?

Meaning: How old are Jonas and Ona?

Mano seseriai dvidesimt astuoneri.

Meaning: My sister is twenty-eight.
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G2) MAN, TAU, JAM, JAI

Choose the right word for the gap.

______ trisdesimt mety.
A Man
B Mano

c) AS

Meaning: I'm thirty.

Meaning: How old are you?

Elze, kiek ______
A tau

B jums

C tu

Meaning: Elzé, how old are you?
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Mano vyras. Cia dvidesimt mety.

A jis

B jo

C) jam

Meaning: My husband. He's twenty in this one.

Elzés brolis? ____ tik Sesi ménesiai.
A Jis

B Jai

C ) Jam

Meaning: Elzé's brother? He's only six months old.

Elze? devyneri.

Meaning: Elzé? She's nine.
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G3) TO THE SON, TO ELZE

Choose the right word for the gap.

A Micius
B ) Miciui

C  Miciaus

Meaning: How old is Micius?

penkiasdesimt.

A ) SUnaus
B Sunui

C  Sunus

Meaning: My son is fifty.

keturiasdesimt ketveri.

B ) Dukra

Cc ) Dukrai

Meaning: My daughter is forty-four.
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4 beveik desimt.
B Elzés

C ) Elzei

Meaning: Elzé is almost ten.

5 Kiek metyjosy ______ ?
A broliui
B brolis

C brolio

Meaning: How old is your brother?

6 Kiek metyjosy ______ ?
A sesuo

B | sesers

C  seseriai

Meaning: How old is your sister?
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Kiek mety ______ ?
A Jonas

B Jonui

Cc Jono

Meaning: How old is Jonas?

Mano ______ ¢ia dvidesimt mety.
A vyras

B Vyro

C ) vyrui

Meaning: My husband is twenty in this one.

Meaning: How old is Ona?
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10

Mano ______ keturiasdesimt ketveri.
B mamos

C ) mamai

Meaning: My mum is forty-four.

G4) WHO, OR TO WHOM?

The person who does something is in the nominative; whose

age it is, in the dative.

______ turi trimita.
A Jono

B ) Jonas

C ) Jonui

Meaning: Jonas has a trumpet.

Ciamano ______ . Jam ¢&ia dvides$imt mety.
A) vyras

B vyrui

C ) vyro

Meaning: This is my husband. He's twenty in this one.
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Mano ______ gyvena toli.
A sunui

B sUNUS

C ) sunaus

Meaning: My son lives far away.

Mano ______ dar labai jaunas.
B broliui

C brolio

Meaning: My brother is still very young.

______ turi suny ir dukra.
A Ona
B Onai

Cc ) Onos

Meaning: Ona has a son and a daughter.
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6 Mano ____ - Elzés mama.
A dukra

B dukrai

Cc ) dukros

Meaning: My daughter is Elzé's mum.

7 Mano ______ yra Onos dukra.
A mamos

B mamai

C mama

Meaning: My mum is Ona's daughter.

A mocdiutei
B mociuteé

Cc modciuteés

Meaning: Elzé's grandmother is Ona.
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9 Kiekmety ______
A mociutés

B mociutei

c ) modiute

Meaning: How old is Grandma? Lots!

10 Mano ______ gyvena Hamburge.
A seserial

B ) sesuo

C  sesers

Meaning: My sister lives in Hamburg.
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G5) BIG NUMBERS

Match the words to the numbers.

keturiasdesimt

keturi

dvidesimt astuoni

devyniasdesimt

devyni
penkiasdesimt

SeSiasdesimt penki

septyniasdesimt du
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G6) PUT THE WORDS IN ORDER

Put the words in order.

jums  mety? Kiek

Meaning: How old are you?

trisdesimt  mety. Man

Meaning: I'm thirty.

beveik Elzei devyneri, deSimt.

Meaning: Elzé is nine, almost ten.

meénesiai. Elzés tik  Sesi

Meaning: Elzé's brother is only six months old.
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S Kiek neZino. Niekas Miciui? mety

Meaning: How old is Micius? Nobody knows.

6  Micius Jonas ir virSuje. dabar

Meaning: Jonas and Micius are upstairs now.

7 sGnus Mano dukra dideli. jau ir

Meaning: My son and daughter are grown up now.

8 modiute. Ona Elzés yra

Meaning: Ona is Elzé's grandmother.
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9 yra dukra. mama Mano Onos

Meaning: My mum is Ona's daughter.

10 prolis Mano jauni. sesuo ir dar

Meaning: My brother and sister are still young.

G7) THE RIGHT WORDS

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 Elzé asks how old you are. You're thirty. You say:

A Mano trisdesimt mety.
B AS trisdesimt metuy.

C  Man trisdeSimt metuy.

2 Ask Elze how old she is. You say:
A Kiek tau mety?
B Kiek tu mety?

C  Kiek jums mety?
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3 Ask Ona, politely, how old her son is. You say:
A Kiek mety tavo sunui?
B Kiek mety jusy sUnus?

C ) Kiek mety jusy sunui?

4 Ona points at an old photo of a young man. It's her husband,

aged twenty. Ona says:
A Cia mano vyras. Jis &ia dvidesimt mety.
B Cia mano vyrui. Jis &ia dvidedimt mety.

c) Cia mano vyras. Jam &ia dvide$imt mety.

5 Jonas asks who the little girl in the photo is. It's Elzé, and she's

nine. You say:
A Cia Elzé. Ji devyneri.
B Cia Elzei. Ji devyneri.

¢ Cia Elzé. Jai devyneri.

6 Elze tells Jonas how old her mum is. Forty-four. Elzé says:
A ) Mano mamos keturiasdesimt ketveri.
B ' Mano mama keturiasdesimt ketveri.

C ) Mano mamai keturiasdesimt ketveri.
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