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because, if
Reasons and simple possible conditions

6 Exercises   ·   Duration: 20 min.

Staying English
Read & listen online

Reasons and simple possible conditions

Use because to give a reason: I’m staying because I like the 

people. Keep a normal subject and verb in the reason clause. A 

short answer can start Because ... in conversation.

A conditional sentence describes a possible situation and its 

result. Use if for a possible situation: If it rains, I’ll stay at home. 

The if-clause normally uses present simple, even when the result is 

future. Do not add will to this basic if-clause.

This useful pattern can be learned with a few short messages. A 

simpler present result is also possible for a routine: If it rains, I 

stay at home.

Form Example Meaning

because I’m staying because I like the 
people.

Give the reason for staying.

If If it rains, I’ll stay at home. Give a possible future 
condition.

rains If it rains, I’ll stay at home. Use present simple in the 
basic if-clause.

Because Why are you staying? Because 
I like it here.

Answer with a reason.

come If I have time, I’ll come. Give the future result of the 
condition.

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de 1/11

https://www.lernlaterne.de/en/english/course-a1/everyone-is-busy-csc048/grammar
http://www.lernlaterne.de


Form Example Meaning

need I’ll help if you need me. Use present simple after if.

I’m staying because I like the people.

Give the reason for staying.

If it rains, I’ll stay at home.

Give a possible future condition.

If it rains, I’ll stay at home.

Use present simple in the basic if-clause.

Why are you staying? Because I like it here.

Answer with a reason.

If I have time, I’ll come.

Give the future result of the condition.

I’ll help if you need me.

Use present simple after if.
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GRAMMAR

G1) NOTICE THE PATTERNS

Underline the form described in this unit.

1 I’m staying because I like the people.

Meaning: Give the reason for staying.

2 If it rains, I’ll stay at home.

Meaning: Give a possible future condition.

3 If it rains, I’ll stay at home.

Meaning: Use present simple in the basic if-clause.

4 Why are you staying? Because I like it here.

Meaning: Answer with a reason.

5 If I have time, I’ll come.

Meaning: Give the future result of the condition.
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6 I’ll help if you need me.

Meaning: Use present simple after if.

G2) CHOOSE THE FORM

Choose the right word for the gap.

1 I’m staying ______ I like the people.

A because

B or

C if

Meaning: Give the reason for staying.

2 ______ it rains, I’ll stay at home.

A Because

B But

C If

Meaning: Give a possible future condition.
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3 If it ______, I’ll stay at home.

A will rain

B rains

C raining

Meaning: Use present simple in the basic if-clause.

4 Why are you staying? ______ I like it here.

A Or

B If

C Because

Meaning: Answer with a reason.

5 If I have time, I’ll ______.

A to come

B comes

C come

Meaning: Give the future result of the condition.
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6 I’ll help if you ______ me.

A need

B needing

C will need

Meaning: Use present simple after if.

G3) COMPLETE A SHORT MESSAGE

Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

if   because

I’m staying _______________ I like the people.

Meaning: Give the reason for staying.

Because   If

_______________ it rains, I’ll stay at home.

Meaning: Give a possible future condition.
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will rain   rains

If it _______________, I’ll stay at home.

Meaning: Use present simple in the basic if-clause.

If   Because

Why are you staying? _______________ I like it here.

Meaning: Answer with a reason.

comes   come

If I have time, I’ll _______________.

Meaning: Give the future result of the condition.
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will need   need

I’ll help if you _______________ me.

Meaning: Use present simple after if.

G4) BUILD USEFUL SENTENCES

Put the words in order.

1 like people. staying I the I’m because

Meaning: Give the reason for staying.

2 at it home. rains, I’ll stay If

Meaning: Give a possible future condition.
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3 I’ll rains, it stay If at home.

Meaning: Use present simple in the basic if-clause.

4 it Because I here. are staying? like Why

you

Meaning: Answer with a reason.

5 If I time, have I’ll come.

Meaning: Give the future result of the condition.

6 you I’ll need if me. help

Meaning: Use present simple after if.
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G5) WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 Give the reason for staying. You say:

A I’m staying because I like the people.

B I’m staying if I like the people.

2 Give a possible future condition. You say:

A If it rains, I’ll stay at home.

B Because it rains, I’ll stay at home.

3 Use present simple in the basic if-clause. You say:

A If it rains, I’ll stay at home.

B If it will rain, I’ll stay at home.

4 Answer with a reason. You say:

A Why are you staying? If I like it here.

B Why are you staying? Because I like it here.
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G6) CONNECT MESSAGES AND MEANINGS

Match the pairs.

1 I’ll help if you need 

me.

A Give the future result of the 

condition.

2 Why are you 

staying? Because I 

like it here.

B Answer with a reason.

3 If it rains, I’ll stay at 

home.

C Give the reason for staying.

4 I’m staying 

because I like the 

people.

D Use present simple after if.

5 If I have time, I’ll 

come.

E Use present simple in the basic 

if-clause.

6 If it rains, I’ll stay at 

home.

F Give a possible future condition.
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