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Articles, liking and polite orders

French nouns usually come with an article. Use un and une for “a/

an”: un café, une clé. Use le, la and l’ for “the”: le gâteau, la 

maison, l’escalier.

To talk about what you like in general, French often uses the 

definite article: j’aime le gâteau = “I like cake.” In the scene, J’aime 

beaucoup ! is also natural when reacting to food in front of you.

Je voudrais is a very common polite chunk meaning “I would like.” 

At this level, learn it as one useful expression: Je voudrais un café. 

Learn it as a whole courteous request.

Form Example Meaning

un / une un café, une clé a coffee, a key

le / la / l’ le gâteau, la maison, 
l’escalier

the cake, the house, the 
staircase

j’aime J’aime le gâteau. I like cake.

je voudrais Je voudrais un thé. I would like a tea.

Je voudrais un café.

I would like a coffee.

Voilà la clé.

Here is the key.
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J’aime le gâteau.

I like cake.

C’est une maison.

It is a house.

J’aime beaucoup le café.

I like coffee a lot.

Voilà l’escalier.

Here is the staircase.

Je voudrais un gâteau, s’il vous plaît.

I would like a cake, please.

Vous aimez le thé ?

Do you like tea?

The conditional form je voudrais is a polite courtesy chunk here. 

Learn the whole phrase before learning a full conjugation pattern.

Article: A noun-introducing form: un, une, le, la, les.

Infinitive: The dictionary verb form, without a person ending: avoir,

 parler.

Conditional: A verb form for wishes or polite requests; je voudrais 

is learned as a courtesy chunk here, without a full conditional 

paradigm.
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GRAMMAR

G1) NOTICE THE USEFUL PATTERN

Underline the form practised in this unit.

1 Je voudrais un café.

Meaning: I would like a coffee.

2 Voilà la clé.

Meaning: Here is the key.

3 J’aime le gâteau.

Meaning: I like cake.

4 C’est une maison.

Meaning: It is a house.
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G2) CHOOSE THE FORM

Use the English meaning and the pattern in this unit.

1 Je voudrais ______ café.

A la

B un

C une

Meaning: I would like a coffee.

2 Voilà ______ clé.

A la

B le

C un

Meaning: Here is the key.

3 J’aime ______ gâteau.

A une

B le

C un

Meaning: I like cake.
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4 C’est ______ maison.

A un

B une

C la

Meaning: It is a house.

5 J’aime beaucoup ______ café.

A une

B un

C le

Meaning: I like coffee a lot.

6 Voilà ______escalier.

A l’

B le

C la

Meaning: Here is the staircase.
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7 Je voudrais ______ gâteau, s’il vous plaît.

A la

B un

C une

Meaning: I would like a cake, please.

8 Vous aimez ______ thé ?

A une

B un

C le

Meaning: Do you like tea?

G3) COMPLETE THE MESSAGES

Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

un   le

J’aime _______________ gâteau.

Meaning: I like cake.
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un   une

C’est _______________ maison.

Meaning: It is a house.

un   le

J’aime beaucoup _______________ café.

Meaning: I like coffee a lot.

le   l’

Voilà _______________escalier.

Meaning: Here is the staircase.
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une   un

Je voudrais _______________ gâteau, s’il vous plaît.

Meaning: I would like a cake, please.

un   le

Vous aimez _______________ thé ?

Meaning: Do you like tea?

G4) BUILD A SENTENCE

Put the words in order.

1 voudrais Je café. un

Meaning: I would like a coffee.
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2 clé. Voilà la

Meaning: Here is the key.

3 le gâteau. J’aime

Meaning: I like cake.

4 C’est une maison.

Meaning: It is a house.

5 beaucoup café. J’aime le

Meaning: I like coffee a lot.
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6 plaît. gâteau, un vous voudrais Je s’il

Meaning: I would like a cake, please.

G5) WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 I would like a coffee. You say:

A Je voudrais une café.

B Je voudrais un café.

2 Here is the key. You say:

A Voilà un clé.

B Voilà la clé.

3 I like cake. You say:

A J’aime un gâteau.

B J’aime le gâteau.
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4 It is a house. You say:

A C’est un maison.

B C’est une maison.

G6) CONNECT MESSAGES AND MEANINGS

Match the pairs.

1 Vous aimez le thé ? A I would like a cake, please.

2 J’aime beaucoup le 

café.

B Here is the key.

3 C’est une maison. C Here is the staircase.

4 Voilà l’escalier. D I like coffee a lot.

5 Je voudrais un café. E It is a house.

6 Voilà la clé. F Do you like tea?

7 J’aime le gâteau. G I would like a coffee.
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8 Je voudrais un 

gâteau, s’il vous 

plaît.

H I like cake.
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