SCENE 44 - GRAMMAR A1

Imparfait ou passé
compose ?

Past background and completed events

6 Exercises - Duration: 20 min.

( The festival J ( French J

Read & licten online

Past background and completed events

This module also uses a small amount of the imperfect, mainly for
background, repeated habits, or description: c'était trés sombre,
j'étais 13, il dormait, il adorait la scéne. This sets the scene.

Use the passé composé for the main event that happened and
moved the story forward: les lumiéres se sont éteintes, j'ai vu une
ombre, le tambour est tombé. A simple way to think about it is

background vs event.

Compare: J'étais au festival. Les lumiéres se sont éteintes. First,
where you were: then, what happened. Or: Mamie dormait. Zoé a
pris une photo. Sleeping is the background state; taking the
photo is the action.

At A1, do not build long complicated past sentences. Short
combinations are enough: C'était sombre et Thomas a crié.
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Form
j'étais
c'était

il dormait

avu

Example
J'étais la.

C'était trés sombre.

Félix dormait sous la table.

J'ai vu une ombre.

J'étais au festival samedi soir.

| was at the festival on Saturday evening.

C'était trés sombre.

It was very dark.

Félix dormait sous la table.

Félix was sleeping under the table.

Et puis, j'ai vu une ombre.

And then | saw a shadow.

Meaning
| was there.
It was very dark.

Félix was sleeping under the
table.

| saw a shadow.

Madame Martin était sur le banc devant la scéne.

Mrs Martin was on the bench in front of the stage.

Zoé a pris beaucoup de photos.

Zoé took lots of photos.

J'étais au stand du café quand le concert a commenceé.

| was at the café stall when the concert started.

Thomas dansait un peu, puis il a mangé du gateau.

Thomas was dancing a little, then he ate some cake.
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GRAMMAR

G1) NOTICE THE USEFUL PATTERN

| Underline the form practised in this unit.

J'  étais au festival samedi soir.

Meaning: | was at the festival on Saturday evening.

C' était tres sombre.

Meaning: It was very dark.

Félix dormait sous la table.

Meaning: Felix was sleeping under the table.

Et puis, j' aivu une ombre.

Meaning: And then | saw a shadow.
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G2) CHOOSE THE FORM

Use the English meaning and the pattern in this unit.

1 ) au festival samedi soir.

Meaning: | was at the festival on Saturday evening.

2 C' trés sombre.

B était

C aété

Meaning: It was very dark.

3 Félix ____ sous la table.
A a dormi
B dort

C ) dormait

Meaning: Félix was sleeping under the table.
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4L Etpuis,j'______ une ombre.
A voyais

B aiwvu

C ) vois

Meaning: And then | saw a shadow.

5 Madame Martin ______ sur le banc devant la scéne.
A aété
B était

C est

Meaning: Mrs Martin was on the bench in front of the stage.

6 Zoé ___ beaucoup de photos.
A a pris

B prenait

C ) prend

Meaning: Zoé took lots of photos.
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J' au stand du café quand le concert a commencé.

A al été
B étais

C ) suis

Meaning: | was at the café stall when the concert started.

Thomas un peu, puis il a mangé du gateau.

A a dansé
B  dansait

C ) danse

Meaning: Thomas was dancing a little, then he ate some cake.

G3) COMPLETE THE MESSAGES

| Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

| dormait a dormi

Féelix sous la table.

Meaning: Felix was sleeping under the table.
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ai vu voyais

Et puis, j' une ombre.

Meaning: And then | saw a shadow.

était a été

Madame Martin sur le banc devant la scéne.

Meaning: Mrs Martin was on the bench in front of the stage.

a pris prenait

Zoé beaucoup de photos.

Meaning: Zoé took lots of photos.
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étais suis

J au stand du café quand le concert a commence.

Meaning: | was at the café stall when the concert started.

dansait a dansé

Thomas un peu, puis il a mangé du gateau.

Meaning: Thomas was dancing a little, then he ate some cake.

G4) BUILD A SENTENCE

Put the words in order.

soir. au J'étais festival samedi

Meaning: | was at the festival on Saturday evening.
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2  sombre. C'était treés

Meaning: It was very dark.

3 |la Félix sous table. dormait

Meaning: Féelix was sleeping under the table.

4 uyne vu Et ombre. puis, jai

Meaning: And then | saw a shadow.

S  était devant banc la  Madame le sur Martin

scene.

Meaning: Mrs Martin was on the bench in front of the stage.
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6 a Zoé beaucoup photos. de pris

Meaning: Zoé took lots of photos.

G5) WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 | was at the festival on Saturday evening. You say:
A J'étais au festival samedi soir.

B J'ai été au festival samedi soir.

2 It was very dark. You say:
A C'était tres sombre.

B C'a été trés sombre.

3 Felix was sleeping under the table. You say:

A Félix a dormi sous la table.

B Félix dormait sous la table.
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4 And then | saw a shadow. You say:
A | Et puis, j'ai vu une ombre.

B | Et puis, j'voyais une ombre.

G6) CONNECT MESSAGES AND MEANINGS

Match the pairs.

1) J'étais au stand du A Thomas was dancing a little,
café quand le then he ate some cake.
concert a
commence.

2 | Félix dormait sous B | was at the festival on Saturday
la table. evening.

3 | Et puis, j'ai vu une C ) Mrs Martin was on the bench in
ombre. front of the stage.

4 ) Zoé a pris D Félix was sleeping under the
beaucoup de table.
photos.
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5 ) Madame Martin E | was at the café stall when the
était sur le banc concert started.

devant la scene.

6 C'était trés sombre. F ) And then | saw a shadow.

7 ) J'étais au festival G Zoé took lots of photos.

samedi soir.

8 | Thomas dansait un H It was very dark.
peu, puisil a

mangé du gateau.
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