
SCENE 2 · GRAMMAR A1
Avoir, c’est, et les 
questions simples
Having things, questions and negatives

6 Exercises   ·   Duration: 20 min.

Arrival French
Read & listen online

Having things, questions and negatives

Use avoir for possession and some common expressions: j’ai une 

clé, tu as faim, vous avez une question ? In this story, hunger uses 

avoir: j’ai faim literally means “I have hunger.”

For easy A1 questions, French often uses intonation or est-ce que: 

Vous avez ma clé ? or Est-ce que vous avez ma clé ? Both are 

natural. We avoid complex inversion here.

Negation is built with ne ... pas: il n’est pas méchant, je n’ai pas 

ma clé. At this level, it is useful to learn the full form clearly.

Form Example Meaning

j’ai J’ai ma clé. I have my key.

tu as Tu as faim ? Are you hungry?

vous avez Vous avez très faim. You are very hungry.

est-ce que Est-ce que vous avez ma clé ? Do you have my key?

ne ... pas Il n’est pas méchant. He is not mean.

J’ai faim.

I am hungry.
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Tu as ma clé ?

Do you have my key?

Vous avez un café ?

Do you have a coffee?

Est-ce que vous avez ma clé ?

Do you have my key?

Il n’est pas à moi.

He is not mine.

Je n’ai pas ma clé.

I do not have my key.

Vous avez faim, Madame (Monsieur) Becker ? Oui, vous avez très 

faim.

Are you hungry, Mr/Ms Becker? Yes, you are very hungry.

C’est votre clé ?

Is this your key?

The complete present forms of avoir are j’ai, tu as, il/elle/on a, 

nous avons, vous avez, ils/elles ont.  Negation surrounds the verb: 

je n’ai pas ma clé. Use polite vous avez to address one adult; the 

verb itself does not change with the learner’s sex.
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GRAMMAR

G1) NOTICE THE PATTERN

Underline the form practised in this unit.

1 J’ ai faim.

Meaning: I am hungry.

2 Tu as ma clé ?

Meaning: Do you have my key?

3 Vous avez un café ?

Meaning: Do you have a coffee?

4 Est-ce que vous avez ma clé ?

Meaning: Do you have my key?

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de 3/12

Grammar: Avoir, c’est, et les questions simp… COURSE A1

http://www.lernlaterne.de


G2) CHOOSE THE FORM

Use the English meaning and the pattern in this unit.

1 J’______ faim.

A ai

B es

C suis

Meaning: I am hungry.

2 Tu ______ ma clé ?

A a

B avez

C as

Meaning: Do you have my key?

3 Vous ______ un café ?

A a

B as

C avez

Meaning: Do you have a coffee?
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4 Est-ce que vous ______ ma clé ?

A a

B avez

C as

Meaning: Do you have my key?

5 Il n’______ pas à moi.

A a

B avez

C est

Meaning: He is not mine.

6 Je n’______ pas ma clé.

A avez

B as

C ai

Meaning: I do not have my key.
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7 Vous avez faim, Madame Becker ? Oui, vous avez très ______.

A clé

B maison

C faim

Meaning: Are you hungry, Mr/Ms Becker? Yes, you are very hungry.

8 C’______ votre clé ?

A est

B sont

C avez

Meaning: Is this your key?

G3) COMPLETE THE MESSAGES

Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

es   ai

J’_______________ faim.

Meaning: I am hungry.
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a   as

Tu _______________ ma clé ?

Meaning: Do you have my key?

as   avez

Vous _______________ un café ?

Meaning: Do you have a coffee?

as   avez

Est-ce que vous _______________ ma clé ?

Meaning: Do you have my key?
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a   est

Il n’_______________ pas à moi.

Meaning: He is not mine.

as   ai

Je n’_______________ pas ma clé.

Meaning: I do not have my key.

clé   faim

Vous avez faim, Madame Becker ? Oui, vous avez très _______________.

Meaning: Are you hungry, Mr/Ms Becker? Yes, you are very hungry.
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sont   est

C’_______________ votre clé ?

Meaning: Is this your key?

G4) BUILD A SENTENCE

Put the words in order.

1 Tu as ? clé ma

Meaning: Do you have my key?

2 un ? Vous café avez

Meaning: Do you have a coffee?
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3 avez vous ma Est-ce clé que ?

Meaning: Do you have my key?

4 à n’est moi. Il pas

Meaning: He is not mine.

5 clé. pas n’ai ma Je

Meaning: I do not have my key.

6 votre C’est clé ?

Meaning: Is this your key?
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G5) WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 I am hungry. You say:

A J’ai faim.

B J’es faim.

2 Do you have my key? You say:

A Tu a ma clé ?

B Tu as ma clé ?

3 Do you have a coffee? You say:

A Vous avez un café ?

B Vous as un café ?

4 Do you have my key? You say:

A Est-ce que vous avez ma clé ?

B Est-ce que vous as ma clé ?
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G6) CONNECT SENTENCES AND MEANINGS

Match the pairs.

1 C’est votre clé ? A Do you have my key?

2 Vous avez un café ? B He is not mine.

3 Est-ce que vous 

avez ma clé ?

C Do you have a coffee?

4 Vous avez faim, 

Madame Becker ? 

Oui, vous avez très 

faim.

D Are you hungry, Mr/Ms Becker? 

Yes, you are very hungry.

5 Je n’ai pas ma clé. E I do not have my key.

6 J’ai faim. F Is this your key?

7 Tu as ma clé ? G I am hungry.

8 Il n’est pas à moi. H Do you have my key?
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