SCENE 44 - GRAMMAR

Era o e successo?

Past background and events

6 Exercises - Duration: 20 min.

( The festival J ( Italian J ,Qeac{&/iffe"‘ om/ihe\/ O :"i.

Past background and completed events

ltalian often uses two past forms together. Imperfetto gives
background, situation, habit or description: era buio, aveva dieci

anni, faceva le foto. It answers: what was the situation?

Passato prossimo gives the event that happened: le luci sono
andate via, Milo si & seduto sull'interruttore, Tommaso ha ballato.

It answers: what happened?

So you can say: Era buio e Tommaso ha gridato. First, the
background: it was dark. Then, the event: he screamed. Or:
Quando Marco aveva dieci anni, suonava la tromba.

At this level, use a few common imperfetto forms as chunks: era,

erano, aveva, avevano, faceva, facevano.

Form Example Meaning

era Era molto buio. it was

aveva Marco aveva dieci anni. he had / he was (age)

faceva La mamma faceva le foto. she was taking / used to take
ha ballato Tommaso ha ballato. he danced

leri sera era molto buio.

Yesterday evening it was very dark.

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de 1/12


https://www.lernlaterne.de/en/italian/course-a1/le-foto-del-festival-csc044/grammar
http://www.lernlaterne.de

Grammar: Era o € successo? COURSE A1

Marco aveva dieci anni nella foto vecchia.

Marco was ten years old in the old photo.

La mamma di Sofia faceva tante foto.

Sofia's mum was taking lots of photos.

Era tardi e Tommaso ha mangiato la torta.

It was late and Tommaso ate the cake.

Quando le luci sono andate via, io ero al banco.

When the lights went out, | was at the stall.

Da piccolo, Marco suonava ogni giorno.

As a child, Marco used to play every day.

Sabato ero stanca (stanco) ma ho lavorato bene.

On Saturday | was tired but | worked well.

La signora Rossi dormiva o chiudeva gli occhi?

Was Mrs Rossi sleeping or closing her eyes?
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GRAMMAR

G1) NOTICE THE USEFUL PATTERN

| Underline the form practised in this unit.

leri sera era molto buio.

Meaning: Yesterday evening it was very dark.

Marco aveva dieci anni nella foto vecchia.

Meaning: Marco was ten years old in the old photo.

La mamma di Sofia faceva tante foto.

Meaning: Sofia's mum was taking lots of photos.

Era tardi e Tommaso ha mangiato la torta.

Meaning: It was late and Tommaso ate the cake.
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G2) CHOOSE THE FORM

Use the English meaning and the pattern in this unit.

1 lerisera ______ molto buio.
A e stato
B ha era

C era

Meaning: Yesterday evening it was very dark.

2 Marco ______ dieci anni nella foto vecchia.
A & avuto

B  aveva

C ) ha avuto

Meaning: Marco was ten years old in the old photo.

3 Lamammadi Sofia ___ tante foto.
A ha fatto
B fa

c ) faceva

Meaning: Sofia's mum was taking lots of photos.
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Era tardi e Tommaso ____ la torta.
A mangiava

B ha mangiato

C & mangiato

Meaning: It was late and Tommaso ate the cake.

Quando le luci sono andate via,io ______ al banco.
A sono stato

B ero

Cc ) ho ero

Meaning: When the lights went out, | was at the stall.

Da piccolo, Marco ogni giorno.

A suonava

B ha suonato

C  suona

Meaning: As a child, Marco used to play every day.
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Sabato ero stancama _____ bene.
A ) sono lavorato

B ho lavorato

Cc ) lavoravo

Meaning: On Saturday | was tired but | worked well.

La signora Rossi o chiudeva gli occhi?

A ha dormito
B dormiva

Cc  dormeva ha

Meaning: Was Mrs Rossi sleeping or closing her eyes?

G3) COMPLETE THE MESSAGES

| Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

| faceva ha fatto

La mamma di Sofia tante foto.

Meaning: Sofia's mum was taking lots of photos.
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ha mangiato mangiava

Era tardi e Tommaso la torta.

Meaning: It was late and Tommaso ate the cake.

ero sono stato

Quando le luci sono andate via, io al banco.

Meaning: When the lights went out, | was at the stall.

suonava ha suonato

Da piccolo, Marco ogni giorno.

Meaning: As a child, Marco used to play every day.
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ho lavorato lavoravo

Sabato ero stanca ma bene.

Meaning: On Saturday | was tired but | worked well.

dormiva ha dormito

La signora Rossi o chiudeva gli occhi?

Meaning: Was Mrs Rossi sleeping or closing her eyes?

G4) BUILD A SENTENCE

Put the words in order.

buio. sera leri era molto

Meaning: Yesterday evening it was very dark.
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2  vecchia. Marco aveva foto anni nella dieci

Meaning: Marco was ten years old in the old photo.

3 foto. tante La Sofia di faceva mamma

Meaning: Sofia's mum was taking lots of photos.

4 e mangiato ha Tommaso torta. la Era tardi

Meaning: It was late and Tommaso ate the cake.

S5 luci ero Quando banco. io via, sono andate

le al

Meaning: When the lights went out, | was at the stall.

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de 9/12


http://www.lernlaterne.de

Grammar: Era o € successo? COURSE A1

6  piccolo, Da suonava giorno. ogni Marco

Meaning: As a child, Marco used to play every day.

G5) WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 Yesterday evening it was very dark. You say:
A ) leri sera era molto buio.

B leri sera & stato molto buio.

2 Marco was ten years old in the old photo. You say:
A ) Marco aveva dieci anni nella foto vecchia.

B ' Marco ha avuto dieci anni nella foto vecchia.

3 Sofia's mum was taking lots of photos. You say:

A La mamma di Sofia ha fatto tante foto.

B ' La mamma di Sofia faceva tante foto.
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4 It was late and Tommaso ate the cake. You say:
A Era tardi e Tommaso ha mangiato la torta.

B Era tardi e Tommaso mangiava la torta.

G6) CONNECT MESSAGES AND MEANINGS

Match the pairs.

1 Sabato ero stanca A ' Was Mrs Rossi sleeping or
ma ho lavorato closing her eyes?
bene.

2 | La mamma di Sofia B Yesterday evening it was very
faceva tante foto. dark.

3 Eratardie C ) When the lights went out, | was
Tommaso ha at the stall.

mangiato la torta.

4 ) Da piccolo, Marco D Sofia's mum was taking lots of
suonava ogni photos.
giorno.
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5 ) Quando le luci sono E

andate via, io ero al

banco.

6 ' Marco aveva dieci F

anni nella foto

vecchia.

7 | leri sera era molto G
buio.

8  La signora Rossi H

dormiva o chiudeva

gli occhi?
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On Saturday | was tired but |

worked well.

It was late and Tommaso ate

the cake.

As a child, Marco used to play

every day.

Marco was ten years old in the

old photo.
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