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SCENE 6 - GRAMMAR
Vaciski, latviski
Personal details, language and spelling

6 Exercises - Duration: 20 min.

( The empty flat J ( Latvian J ,Qeo.c{ & licten online

Personal details, language and spelling

An infinitive is the dictionary verb form, ending in -t or —ties:
spelet, to play, gulet, to sleep. Remove -t from spelet to see its
long-vowel stem. The regular present forms are spéléju, spéle,

spéle, spéelejam, spelejat, spéle.

The same model gives dzivoju, dzivo, dzivo, dzivojam, dzivojat,
dzivo and runaju, runa, runa, runajam, runajat, runa. The third-

person form is the same for he, she and they.

Put ne- before the verb: nespeleju, nespéle, nespele, nespéelejam,
nespéléjat, nespelé. Early Spelejiet rit, ludzu is a whole polite
request. Gulét has the useful forms gulu, guli, gul, gulam, gulat,

gul; learn the sound change with the verb.

Say Es esmu vacietis/vaciete for German nationality and Es runaju
vaciski for speaking German. A profession is inZenieris/inZeniere.

No Vacijas, from Germany, is an early whole source phrase.

The Latvian alphabet has 33 letters: a, a, b, ¢, ¢, d, e, e, f, g, 9, h, i,
LikklLlL,mnnonpnrsStuy0,y,z z. Keep macrons and
consonant marks. A foreign surname such as Becker keeps its
passport spelling. Nosauciet burtus, ludzu asks for spelling.
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Form Example

runaju Es runaju latviski.
runa Tu runa latviski.

runa Vina runa latviski.
runajam Més runajam latviski.
runajat JUs runajat latviski.
runa Vini runa latviski.
vacietis Es esmu vacietis.
vaciete Es esmu vaciete.
inZenieris Es esmu inZenieris.

inZeniere Es esmu inZeniere.

Es runaju latviski.

| speak Latvian.

Tu runa latviski.

You speak Latvian, familiar.

Vina runa latviski.

She speaks Latvian.

Mes runajam latviski.

We speak Latvian.

JUs runajat latviski.

You speak Latvian, polite.

Vini runa latviski.

They speak Latvian.

Es esmu vaciete (vacietis).

| am German.
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Meaning

| speak Latvian.

You speak Latvian, familiar.
She speaks Latvian.

We speak Latvian.

You speak Latvian, polite.
They speak Latvian.

| am German.

| am an engineer.
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Es esmu inZzeniere (inzenieris).

| am an engineer.

GRAMMAR

G1) NOTICE THE USEFUL PATTERN

| Underline the form practised in this unit.

Es runaju latviski.

Meaning: | speak Latvian.

Tu runa latviski.

Meaning: You speak Latvian, familiar.

Vina runa latviski.

Meaning: She speaks Latvian.

Més runajam latviski.

Meaning: We speak Latvian.
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G2) CHOOSE THE FORM

Use the English meaning and the pattern in this unit.

Es ______ latviski.
A runaju

B runa

C ) runajam

Meaning: | speak Latvian.

T __ latviski.
A ) runajat

B runaju

C runa

Meaning: You speak Latvian, familiar.

Vina ______ latviski.
A ) runajam

B runa

C ) runaju

Meaning: She speaks Latvian.
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L Mes ______ latviski.
B runajam

C ) runajat

Meaning: We speak Latvian.

5 Jos ____ latviski.
A runaju

B runajam

C ) runajat

Meaning: You speak Latvian, polite.

6 Vini______ latviski.
A runaju

B runajam

C runa

Meaning: They speak Latvian.
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Es esmu

A vaciesi
B vaciete

C ) vacietes

Meaning: | am German.

Es esmu

A inZenieri
B inZzeniere

C inzenieres

Meaning: | am an engineer.

G3) COMPLETE THE MESSAGES

| Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

| runa runaju

Vina latviski.

Meaning: She speaks Latvian.
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runajam runajat

Mes latviski.

Meaning: We speak Latvian.

runajat runaju

JUs latviski.

Meaning: You speak Latvian, polite.

runa runaju

Vini latviski.

Meaning: They speak Latvian.
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vaciete vaciesi

Es esmu

Meaning: | am German.

inZeniere inzenieri

Es esmu

Meaning: | am an engineer.

G4) BUILD A SENTENCE

Put the words in order.

latviski. Es  runaju

Meaning: | speak Latvian.
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2 atviski. runa @ Tu

Meaning: You speak Latvian, familiar.

3 runa latviski.  Vina

Meaning: She speaks Latvian.

4 Més latviski.  runajam

Meaning: We speak Latvian.

S Jatviski. runajat  JUs

Meaning: You speak Latvian, polite.
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6  latviski.  Vini  runa

Meaning: They speak Latvian.

G5) WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 | speak Latvian. You say:
A ) Es runaju latviski.

B ) Es runa latviski.

2 You speak Latvian, familiar. You say:
A Tu runa latviski.

B Tu runaju latviski.

3 She speaks Latvian. You say:

A Vina runa latviski.

B ' Vina runaju latviski.
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4L We speak Latvian. You say:
A ) Més runajam latviski.

B Més runajat latviski.

G6) CONNECT MESSAGES AND MEANINGS

Match the pairs.

1 Es runaju latviski. A We speak Latvian.

2 | Es esmu inzeniere. B | am an engineer.

3 ) Més runajam latviski. (C They speak Latvian.

4 ) Vini runa latviski. D | am German.

5 Es esmu vaciete. E | speak Latvian.

6 ) Tu runa latviski. F ' She speaks Latvian.

7 | JUs runajat latviski. G You speak Latvian, familiar.
8 | Vina runa latviski. H  You speak Latvian, polite.
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