SCENE 44 - GRAMMAR
Tghid i ...

What people say, think and know

6 Exercises - Duration: 20 min.

( The festival J ( Maltese J ,Qeac{ P lieten om/fhe\/

To pass on what someone says, thinks or knows, put li, that, after
the verb, and then an ordinary sentence: Ella tghid li n-nanna
kienet rieqda. Ella says that Grandma was asleep. English often
drops that; Maltese keeps li: Nahseb li gatt ma daqq daqshekk
sabih. | think he's never played so beautifully.

VERBS THAT TAKE LI

Verb Example Meaning

tghid Tghid li hadet mija u ghoxrin. she says

qalet she said
She says she took a hundred
and twenty.

nahseb Nahseb li gatt ma daqq | think

dagshekk sabih. | think he's never played so

beautifully.

naf Kulhadd jaf li jhobb il-palk. | know

jaf he knows

Everybody knows he loves the
stage.

smajt Smajt li Lina rat fantazma. | heard
| heard that Lina saw a ghost.

After li nothing changes: the sentence is the one you would say on its own.

The tense stays the one the speaker used. Only the person
changes, because now you are talking about them. Marija says
Rajt kollox, | saw everything, and you pass it on as Marija tghid li
rat kollox, Marija says she saw everything.
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PASSING IT ON

They say

Marija: Rajt kollox.

Ella: Nanna, kont
rieqda!

Lina: #mejt I-imgarrun
jien.

Tonio: Zfint ftit biss.

Marija: Mhux se nigi.

You pass it on

Marija tghid li rat
kollox.

Ella tghid li n-
nanna kienet
rieqda.

Lina tghid li hmiet |-
imqgarrun hi.

Tonio jghid li zifen
ftit biss.

Marija tghid li mhix
se tigi.

For a she, mhux becomes mhix: Marija mhix se tigi.

Meaning

| saw everything. - Marija
says she saw everything.

Grandma, you were asleep!
- Ella says Grandma was
asleep.

| baked the macaroni
myself. - Lina says she
baked the macaroni herself.

| only danced a little. -
Tonio says he only danced
a little.

I'm not coming. - Marija
says she isn't coming.

Mhux veru! is That's not true! Veru, or lva, veru, agrees: That's true.

TIP

Question words join two sentences the same way, with no li: Ma
nafx fejn kien Cikku. | don't know where Cikku was. Ma nafx
x'waqa’. | don't know what fell.

Hafna ritratti. Tghid li hadet mija u ghoxrin!

Lots of photos. She says she took a hundred and twenty!

Nahseb li gatt ma dagqg dagshekk sabih.

| think he's never played so beautifully.

Nanna, kulhadd jaf li jhobb il-palk!

Grandma, everybody knows he loves the stage!

Mhux veru! Ma kontx riegda.

That's not true! | wasn't asleep.
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Ma nafx fejn kien Cikku.
| don't know where Cikku was.
GRAMMAR
G1) FIND THE WORDS
| Underline li and the verb in front of it.
In-nanna tghid i rat kollox.
Meaning: Grandma says she saw everything.
Nahseb |i qgatt ma dagg dagshekk sabih.
Meaning: | think he's never played so beautifully.
Kulhadd jaf li Cikku jhobb il-palk.
Meaning: Everybody knows Cikku loves the stage.
Mama tghid [|i hadet mija u ghoxrin ritratt.

Meaning: Mum says she took a hundred and twenty photos.
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Dejjem ghedt |i  ommok ma tafx tiehu ritratti.

Meaning: | always said your mum can't take photos.

G2) PASS IT ON

Someone said the words in quotes. Pass them on.

“Rajt kollox." Marija tghid li ______ kollox.
A rajt

B rajna

C rat

Meaning: 'l saw everything.' Marija says she saw everything.

“Nanna, kont rieqda!" Ella tghid li n-nanna rieqda.

A kien
B kienet

c kont

Meaning: 'Grandma, you were asleep!' Ella says Grandma was

asleep.
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"Hmejt I-imqarrun jien." Lina tghid li I-imgarrun hi.

A hmejt

B hema

Cc hmiet

Meaning: 'l baked the macaroni myself.' Lina says she baked the

macaroni herself.

“Mhux se nigi." Marija tghid li mhixse ______
A nigi

B tigi

C ) jigi

Meaning: 'I'm not coming.' Marija says she isn't coming.
nZfint ftit biss.” Tonio jghid li ______ ftit biss.

A zfint

B zifen

Cc ) zifnet

Meaning: 'l only danced a little." Tonio says he only danced a little.
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Xejn ma rajt.”” Tonio jghid lima ______
A ra

B rajt

C rat

Meaning: 'l didn't see anything.' Tonio says he didn't see anything.

“Konna fil-bitha.” It-tfal jghidu li ______ fil-bitha.
A kienet

B kienu

Cc konna

Meaning: 'We were in the courtyard.' The children say they were in

the courtyard.

Kulhadd jaf Cikku jhobb il-palk.

c  fejn

Meaning: Everybody knows that Cikku loves the stage.
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G3) IN THEIR OWN WORDS

Before they are passed on, people say jien and int.

Nanna, int

A kont
B konna

Cc ) kienet

Meaning: Grandma, you were asleep!

Jien l-imqarrun.

C hmiet

Meaning: | baked the macaroni.
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Jien mhuxse ___
A tigi
B nigi

C ) jigi

Meaning: I'm not coming.

Jien ftit biss.

B zifnu

c ) zifen

Meaning: | only danced a little.

Nahseb Cikku kien fuq il-palk.

Meaning: | think Cikku was on the stage.
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G4) TRUE OR NOT TRUE?

| Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

li Veru

Cikku kien id-dar. !

Meaning: Cikku was at home. That's true!

kont kienet veru

Mhux , hanna. Int rieqda!

Meaning: That's not true, Grandma. You were asleep!

fejn i

Is-Sinjura Marija tghid ma kinitx rieqda.

Meaning: Mrs Marija says she wasn't asleep.
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kont tiehu

Nahseb li ommok ma tafx ritratti.

Meaning: | think your mum can't take photos.

rajt rat

Lina tghid li fantazma.

Meaning: Lina says she saw a ghost.

zifen zfint

Mhux veru! Jien ftit biss.

Meaning: That's not true! | only danced a little.
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hmejt hmiet

Lina tghid li l-imqgarrun hi.

Meaning: Lina says she baked the macaroni herself.

nigi tigi

Is-Sinjura Marija tghid li mhix se

Meaning: Mrs Marija says she isn't coming.

G5) PUT THE WORDS IN ORDER

Put the words in order.

i dan veru. mhux Nahseb

Meaning: | think that's not true.
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2 rat tghid |i In-nanna  kollox.

Meaning: Grandma says she saw everything.

3  fhmiet tghid Il-imgarrun li  hi. Lina

Meaning: Lina says she baked the macaroni herself.

4 Mama i rieqda. kienet tghid n-nanna

Meaning: Mum says Grandma was asleep.

S Cikku. nafx kien Ma fejn

Meaning: | don't know where Cikku was.
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6 nigi. Jien mhux se

Meaning: I'm not coming.

7 kont tonhor! int ged Nanna,

Meaning: Grandma, you were snoring!

8 Hmejt rajt jien, u l-imgarrun  fantazma!

Meaning: | baked the macaroni myself, and | saw a ghost!

G6) THE RIGHT WORDS

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 Marija says she wasn't asleep, but you heard her snore. Tell her,

politely, that it isn't true. You say:
A ) Nahseb li int torgod.
B ' Skuzani, imma mhux veru.

C  lva, veru.
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2 Tell Ella what Tonio says: he only danced a little. You say:
A Tonio jghid li zfint ftit biss.
B Tonio jghid li se jizfen ftit biss.

C ) Tonio jghid li zifen ftit biss.

3 Tell Marija that Ella says she was asleep. You say:
A Ella tghid li int se tkun rieqda.
B Ella tghid li int kienet rieqda.

c  Ella tghid li int kont rieqda.

4 Say you think it was Cikku. You say:
A Nahseb li kien Cikku.
B Jahseb li kien Cikku.

C ) Nahseb fejn kien Cikku.

5 Ella asks her grandma to come and look at the photos tonight.

Marija doesn't want to see herself asleep. Marija says:
A Le, jien mhux se nigi.
B Le, int mhux se tigi.

C  Le, jien mhux se tigi.
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6 Tell Ella what Marija says: she isn't coming. You say:
A ' Marija tghid li mhix se tigi.
B ' Marija tghid li mhux se nigi.

C ) Marija tghid fejn mhix se tigi.
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