SCENE 3 - GRAMMAR

a coffee, please

Cafe requests and choosing
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Café requests and choosing

At a café, a short request is natural: A coffee, please. Although

coffee is normally uncountable, a coffee means a serving or cup. A

piece of cake names a countable portion.

Use and to join things and or for a choice: coffee and cake, coffee

or tea? Add please when asking and thank you after receiving

something.

I'd like a coffee is a useful polite request. Learn I'd like as a whole

phrase now; use the whole phrase for a courteous request. It

means what you want, while | like coffee states a general

preference.
Form Example
coffee A coffee, please.
or Coffee or tea?
and Coffee and cake, please.
I'd like I'd like a coffee.
of A piece of cake, please.
you Thank you!
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Meaning
Ask for coffee rather than tea.

Offer a choice between the two
drinks.

Ask for both coffee and cake.
Make a polite request for coffee.
Ask for one portion of cake.

Thank the person who helped you.
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Grammar: a coffee, please

COURSE A1

A coffee, please.

Ask for coffee rather than tea.

Coffee or tea?

Offer a choice between the two drinks.

Coffee and cake, please.

Ask for both coffee and cake.

I'd like a coffee.

Make a polite request for coffee.

A piece of cake, please.

Ask for one portion of cake.

Thank you!

Thank the person who helped you.

GRAMMAR

G1) NOTICE THE PATTERNS

| Underline the form described in this unit.

A  coffee, please.

Meaning: Ask for coffee rather than tea.
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Grammar: a coffee, please

COURSE A1

Coffee or tea?

Meaning: Offer a choice between the two drinks.

Coffee and cake, please.

Meaning: Ask for both coffee and cake.

I'd like a coffee.

Meaning: Make a polite request for coffee.

A piece of cake, please.

Meaning: Ask for one portion of cake.

Thank  you!

Meaning: Thank the person who helped you.
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Grammar: a coffee, please

COURSE A1

G2) CHOOSE THE FORM

Choose the right word for the gap.

A cake
B coffee

C tea

Meaning: Ask for coffee rather than tea.

A without
B and

C or

Meaning: Ask for both coffee and cake.
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Grammar: a coffee, please

COURSE A1

______ a coffee.
A | like

B I'd like

C lam

Meaning: Make a polite request for coffee.

cake, please.

C  yours

Meaning: Thank the person who helped you.
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Grammar: a coffee, please COURSE A1

G3) COMPLETE A SHORT MESSAGE

| Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

| tea coffee

A , please.

Meaning: Ask for coffee rather than tea.

and or

Coffee tea?

Meaning: Offer a choice between the two drinks.

or and

Coffee cake, please.

Meaning: Ask for both coffee and cake.
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Grammar: a coffee, please COURSE A1

| like I'd like

a coffee.

Meaning: Make a polite request for coffee.

with of

A piece cake, please.

Meaning: Ask for one portion of cake.

your you

Thank !

Meaning: Thank the person who helped you.
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Grammar: a coffee, please COURSE A1

G4) BUILD USEFUL SENTENCES

Put the words in order.

1 please. coffee, A

Meaning: Ask for coffee rather than tea.

2 tea? Coffee or

Meaning: Offer a choice between the two drinks.

3 Coffee and cake, please.

Meaning: Ask for both coffee and cake.

4 |ike coffee. I'd a

Meaning: Make a polite request for coffee.
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Grammar: a coffee, please COURSE A1

S please. piece of A cake,

Meaning: Ask for one portion of cake.

G5) WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 Ask for coffee rather than tea. You say:
A Atea, please.

B A coffee, please.

2 Offer a choice between the two drinks. You say:
A ) Coffee and tea?

B Coffee or tea?

3 Ask for both coffee and cake. You say:

A ) Coffee or cake, please.

B Coffee and cake, please.
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Grammar: a coffee, please COURSE A1

4 Make a polite request for coffee. You say:
A | like a coffee.

B I'd like a coffee.

G6) CONNECT MESSAGES AND MEANINGS

Match the pairs.

1 A piece of cake, A ' Ask for one portion of cake.
please.

2 | Coffee and cake, B Thank the person who helped
please. you.

3 1I'd like a coffee. C ) Make a polite request for coffee.

4 ) A coffee, please. D Offer a choice between the two

drinks.
5 | Coffee or tea? E ' Ask for coffee rather than tea.
6 | Thank youl! F ' Ask for both coffee and cake.
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