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Elan, elad, elab
Regular present forms
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Regular present forms

The dictionary verb form often ends in −ma. Remove −ma from 

elama and add −n, -d, -b, -me, -te, -vad: elan, elad, elab, elame, 

elate, elavad. These are all six persons. Mängima follows mängin, 

mängid, mängib, mängime, mängite, mängivad.

Estonian also has a da infinitive, sometimes ending in −ta or −a. 

After tahtma use this form: tahan magada. Learn the pair 

magama/magada. Present magama is magan, magad, magab, 

magame, magate, magavad. After ei, use ela/mängi/maga  

without a person ending.

Person elama Meaning

mina elan I — live

sina elad you, familiar singular — live

tema elab he/she — live

meie elame we — live

teie elate you, plural/polite — live

nemad elavad they — live

Ma elan siin.

I live here.
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Sa elad siin.

You live here.

Ta elab siin.

He/she lives here.

Me elame siin.

We live here.

Te elate siin.

You live here, polite/plural.

Nad elavad siin.

They live here.

Mina olen Lena (Lukas). Te elate siin.

I am Lena. You live here, polite/plural.

Mina olen Lena (Lukas). Nad elavad siin.

I am Lena. They live here.
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GRAMMAR

G1) NOTICE THE USEFUL PATTERN

Underline the form practised in this unit.

1 Ma elan siin.

Meaning: I live here.

2 Sa elad siin.

Meaning: You live here.

3 Ta elab siin.

Meaning: He/she lives here.

4 Me elame siin.

Meaning: We live here.
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G2) CHOOSE THE FORM 1

Choose the right word for the gap.

1 Ma ______ siin.

A elate

B elan

C elad

Meaning: I live here.

2 Sa ______ siin.

A elame

B elad

C elan

Meaning: You live here.

3 Ta ______ siin.

A elan

B elab

C elavad

Meaning: He/she lives here.
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4 Me ______ siin.

A elame

B elab

C elan

Meaning: We live here.

5 Te ______ siin.

A elate

B elad

C elan

Meaning: You live here, polite/plural.

6 Nad ______ siin.

A elate

B elan

C elavad

Meaning: They live here.
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7 Mina olen Lena. Te ______ siin.

A elad

B elan

C elate

Meaning: I am Lena. You live here, polite/plural.

8 Mina olen Lena. Nad ______ siin.

A elan

B elavad

C elate

Meaning: I am Lena. They live here.

G3) USE THE FORM 1

Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

elan   elad   elame   elab

Ma _______________ siin.

Meaning: I live here.
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elame   elan   elad   elab

Sa _______________ siin.

Meaning: You live here.

elab   elad   elame   elan

Ta _______________ siin.

Meaning: He/she lives here.

elad   elame   elab   elan

Me _______________ siin.

Meaning: We live here.
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elab   elan   elate   elad

Te _______________ siin.

Meaning: You live here, polite/plural.

elavad   elad   elab   elan

Nad _______________ siin.

Meaning: They live here.

elab   elad   elate   elan

Mina olen Lena. Te _______________ siin.

Meaning: I am Lena. You live here, polite/plural.
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elavad   elab   elad   elan

Mina olen Lena. Nad _______________ siin.

Meaning: I am Lena. They live here.

G4) BUILD A SENTENCE

Put the words in order.

1 Ma siin. elan

Meaning: I live here.

2 elad Sa siin.

Meaning: You live here.
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3 elab Ta siin.

Meaning: He/she lives here.

4 Me elame siin.

Meaning: We live here.

5 elate Te siin.

Meaning: You live here, polite/plural.

6 elavad Nad siin.

Meaning: They live here.
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G5) WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 I live here. You say:

A Ma elan siin.

B Ma elad siin.

2 You live here. You say:

A Sa elad siin.

B Sa elan siin.

3 He/she lives here. You say:

A Ta elab siin.

B Ta elan siin.

4 We live here. You say:

A Me elame siin.

B Me elan siin.
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G6) CONNECT MESSAGES AND MEANINGS

Match the pairs.

1 Ma elan siin. A You live here, polite/plural.

2 Ta elab siin. B You live here.

3 Nad elavad siin. C I am Lena. They live here.

4 Sa elad siin. D We live here.

5 Mina olen Lena. 

Nad elavad siin.

E He/she lives here.

6 Me elame siin. F They live here.

7 Mina olen Lena. Te 

elate siin.

G I live here.

8 Te elate siin. H I am Lena. You live here, polite/

plural.
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