
SCENE 4 · GRAMMAR A1
I live, he plays, I want to 
sleep
Simple present and wanting an action

6 Exercises   ·   Duration: 20 min.

Arrival English
Read & listen online

Simple present and wanting an action

Use the present simple for facts and routines: I live downstairs, 

Jack plays the trumpet. With I/you/we/they  use the base verb. 

With he/she/it  usually add −s: he plays, she lives.

After want, use to plus the base verb: I want to sleep. This to plus 

base verb is an infinitive. The second verb does not take a person 

ending: Jack wants to sleep.

English distinguishes a routine from what is happening now. The 

scene phrase I’m going to the café is learned as a whole useful 

message here; the present continuous is taught productively in 

module 5.

Form Example Meaning

live I live downstairs. State where you live.

plays Jack plays the trumpet. State Jack’s regular activity.

live They live upstairs. State where more than one person 
lives.

to I want to sleep. Say you want to sleep.

sleep Jack wants to sleep. Say what Jack wants to do.

wants She wants a coffee. Say what one woman wants.
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I live downstairs.

State where you live.

Jack plays the trumpet.

State Jack’s regular activity.

They live upstairs.

State where more than one person lives.

I want to sleep.

Say you want to sleep.

Jack wants to sleep.

Say what Jack wants to do.

She wants a coffee.

Say what one woman wants.

GRAMMAR

G1) NOTICE THE PATTERNS

Underline the form described in this unit.

1 I live downstairs.

Meaning: State where you live.
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2 Jack plays the trumpet.

Meaning: State Jack’s regular activity.

3 They live upstairs.

Meaning: State where more than one person lives.

4 I want to sleep.

Meaning: Say you want to sleep.

5 Jack wants to sleep.

Meaning: Say what Jack wants to do.

6 She wants a coffee.

Meaning: Say what one woman wants.
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G2) CHOOSE THE FORM

Choose the right word for the gap.

1 I ______ downstairs.

A living

B live

C lives

Meaning: State where you live.

2 Jack ______ the trumpet.

A playing

B plays

C play

Meaning: State Jack’s regular activity.

3 They ______ upstairs.

A lives

B live

C living

Meaning: State where more than one person lives.
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4 I want ______ sleep.

A to

B at

C for

Meaning: Say you want to sleep.

5 Jack wants to ______.

A sleep

B sleeping

C sleeps

Meaning: Say what Jack wants to do.

6 She ______ a coffee.

A wanting

B want

C wants

Meaning: Say what one woman wants.
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G3) COMPLETE A SHORT MESSAGE

Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

live   lives

I _______________ downstairs.

Meaning: State where you live.

plays   play

Jack _______________ the trumpet.

Meaning: State Jack’s regular activity.

live   lives

They _______________ upstairs.

Meaning: State where more than one person lives.
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to   for

I want _______________ sleep.

Meaning: Say you want to sleep.

sleep   sleeps

Jack wants to _______________.

Meaning: Say what Jack wants to do.

wants   want

She _______________ a coffee.

Meaning: Say what one woman wants.

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de 7/11

Grammar: I live, he plays, I want to sleep COURSE A1

http://www.lernlaterne.de


G4) BUILD USEFUL SENTENCES

Put the words in order.

1 I downstairs. live

Meaning: State where you live.

2 plays the Jack trumpet.

Meaning: State Jack’s regular activity.

3 live They upstairs.

Meaning: State where more than one person lives.

4 want sleep. I to

Meaning: Say you want to sleep.
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5 Jack wants sleep. to

Meaning: Say what Jack wants to do.

6 wants a She coffee.

Meaning: Say what one woman wants.

G5) WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 State where you live. You say:

A I live downstairs.

B I lives downstairs.

2 State Jack’s regular activity. You say:

A Jack plays the trumpet.

B Jack play the trumpet.
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3 State where more than one person lives. You say:

A They live upstairs.

B They lives upstairs.

4 Say you want to sleep. You say:

A I want to sleep.

B I want for sleep.

G6) CONNECT MESSAGES AND MEANINGS

Match the pairs.

1 Jack plays the 

trumpet.

A Say what one woman wants.

2 I live downstairs. B State where more than one 

person lives.

3 She wants a coffee. C State Jack’s regular activity.

4 They live upstairs. D Say you want to sleep.

5 Jack wants to sleep. E State where you live.
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6 I want to sleep. F Say what Jack wants to do.
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