SCENE 48 - GRAMMAR
Tixtieq tigi? Ejja nieklu!
Inviting, saying yes and saying no

7 Exercises - Duration: 20 min.

( Staying J ( Maltese J ,Qeac{&//fte"‘ om/ine\/

To invite someone, ask Tixtieq tigi? Would you like to come?

nixtieq, | would like, is the polite word you met in the café. It has
every person of a present tense verb, and the next verb takes the
person too, as after irrid: Tixtieq tiekol maghna? Would you like
to eat with us? To several people: Tixtiequ tigu?

NIXTIEQ WITH EVERY PERSON

Person nixtieq Example Meaning

Singular

jien nixtieq Nixtieq kafe. | would like - I'd like a coffee.
int tixtieq Tixtieq tigi? you would like - Would you

like to come?

hu jixtieq Gorg jixtieq jigi. he would like - Gorg would
like to come.

hi tixtieq Ella tixtieq tigi. she would like - Ella would like
to come.

Plural

ahna nixtiequ  Nixtiequ nigu. we would like - We'd like to
come.

intom  tixtiequ  Tixtiequ tigu? you would like - Would you

like to come?
huma jixtiequ Il-girien jixtiequ jigu.  they would like - The

neighbours would like to
come.
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ejja, come, before the 1st person plural (ahna, we) of a verb makes
let's: Ejja nieklu! Let's eat! Ejja mmorru Ghawdex. Let's go to
Gozo. With a question mark it is a suggestion: Ejja naghmluha

darb'ohra? Shall we do it another time?

LET'S: EJJA AND THE ARNA FORM

Verb ejja ... Meaning

niekol Ejja nieklu! | eat - Let's eat!

immur Ejja mmorru Ghawdex! | go - Let's go to Gozo!

nixrob Ejja nixorbu kafe! | drink - Let's have a coffee!

nitkellem Ejja nitkellmu bil-Malti! | speak - Let's speak
Maltese!

To say yes: Iva, bil-qalb! Yes, gladly, literally with the heart. To say
no nicely, Maltese starts with the yes, then imma ma nistax, but |
can't, and the reason with ghax: Nixtieq, imma ma nistax, ghax
nahdem. Or it offers another time: Ejja naghmluha darb’'ohra?

YES, NO, ANOTHER TIME

Saying Example Meaning
Yes Iva, bil-galb! Yes, gladly!
Iva, grazzi! Nigi. Yes, thanks! I'll come.
No, nicely Nixtieq, imma ma nistax. I'd like to, but I can't.
Skuzani, is-Sibt nahdem. Sorry, on Saturday I'm working.
Another time  Ejja naghmluha Shall we do it another time?

darb'ohra?

kieku makes the conditional, the form for would: what you would
do, but won't, or only imagine. It goes before a present verb:

Kieku nigi bil-galb, imma ma nistax. I'd love to come, but | can't.
nixtieq is a conditional on its own: | would like. Compare jekk, for

what may really happen.
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JEKK OR KIEKU?

jekk kieku Meaning

Jekk nista’, nigi. Kieku nista’, nigi. If I can, I'll come. - If |
could, I'd come.

Jekk ghandi hin, insajjar. Kieku kelli hin, insajjar.  If | have time, I'll cook.
- If I had time, I'd cook.

After kieku, have is the past kelli: kieku kelli fin, if | had time.

Is-Sibt hemm cena ghandi. Tixtieq tigi?
On Saturday there's dinner at my place. Would you like to come?

Kieku nigi bil-galb, imma ma nistax.

I'd love to come, but | can't.

Nixtieq, imma s-Sibt nahdem. Ejja naghmluha darb'ohra?

I'd like to, but on Saturday I'm working. Shall we do it another time?

GRAMMAR

G1) FIND THE WORDS

| Underline the words that invite: would you like, and let's.

Is-Sibt  hemm  cena ghandi. Tixtieq tigi?

Meaning: On Saturday there's dinner at my place. Would you like

to come?
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Gheziez  girien, tixtiequ tigu?

Meaning: Dear neighbours, would you like to come?

Ejja  nixorbu kafé!

Meaning: Let's have a coffee!

Ejja  nitkellmu  bil-Malti!

Meaning: Let's speak Maltese!

Ella  tixtieq tigi, imma |-ewwel trid tistagsi

lin-nanna.

Meaning: Ella would like to come, but first she has to ask Grandma.

Ejja mmorru Ghawdex bil-vapur!

Meaning: Let's take the ferry to Gozo!
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G2) WHO WOULD LIKE TO?

Choose the form that fits the person.

Sinjura Marija, int ______
A tixtieq

B jixtiequ

C  nixtieq

Meaning: Mrs Marija, would you like to come?

Jien ___ , imma s-Sibt nahdem.
A tixtieq
B jixtieq

C  nixtieq

Meaning: I'd like to, but on Saturday I'm working.

______ jigi, imma jdoqq mal-banda.
A | nixtiequ

B jixtieq

C ) tixtieq

Meaning: Gorg would like to come, but he's playing with the band.
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4 Ella______ tigi, imma trid tistaqsi lin-nanna.
A nixtieq

B jixtieq

C ) tixtieq

Meaning: Ella would like to come, but she has to ask Grandma.

5 Girien, intom tigu ghac¢-¢ena?

A tixtieq

B nixtiequ

C  tixtiequ

Meaning: Neighbours, would you like to come to dinner?

6 Ahna ______ nigu, imma s-Sibt okkupati.
A nixtiequ
B tixtiequ

C ) jixtiequ

Meaning: We'd like to come, but on Saturday we're busy.
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Il-girien jigu, imma kulhadd okkupat.

A jixtieq

B nixtiequ

C ) jixtiequ

Meaning: The neighbours would like to come, but everyone is busy.

Jien ______ insajjar ghalikom.
A nixtieq
B jixtieq

C  tixtieq

Meaning: I'd like to cook for you.

G3) LET'S, WOULD, IF

Choose the word that fits.

______ ! Is-soppa shuna.
A nieklu
B tiekol

Cc  niekol

Meaning: Let's eat! The soup is hot.
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______ Ghawdex bil-vapur!
B mmorru

C ) immur

Meaning: Let's take the ferry to Gozo!

______ kafé wara x-xoghol.
A | nixrob

B ) nixorbu

C | jixorbu

Meaning: Let's have a coffee after work.

Ejja ______ bil-Malti!
A nitkellem

B nitkellmu

Cc  titkellem

Meaning: Let's speak Maltese!

______ nigi bil-qalb, imma ma nistax.

A Jekk

B Kieku

Meaning: I'd love to come, but | can't.
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tista’, ejja s-Sibt fis-sebgha.

A Kieku

B Jekk

Meaning: If you can, come on Saturday at seven.

A bil-galb

B darb'ohra

Meaning: Yes, gladly! I'll come.

Nixtieq, s-Sibt nahdem.

A jekk

B imma

Meaning: I'd like to, but on Saturday I'm working.
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G4) SATURDAY DINNER

| Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

| nigi Nixtieq Tixtieg tigi

Is-Sibt hemm c¢ena ghandi. ?

Meaning: On Saturday there's dinner at my place. Would you like

to come?

ghax imma Jekk Kieku

nigi bil-galb, ma nistax.

Meaning: I'd love to come, but | can't.
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illum Ejja Ara darb'ohra

Nixtieq, imma s-Sibt nahdem. naghmluha

Meaning: I'd like to, but on Saturday I'm working. Shall we do it

another time?

ghax jekk

Skuzani, ma nistax, is-Sibt indogqg mal-banda.

Meaning: Sorry, | can't, because on Saturday I'm playing with the
band.

bil-galb darb'ohra

lva, ! Imma l-ewwel irrid nistagsi lin-nanna.

Meaning: Yes, gladly! But first | have to ask Grandma.
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nieklu niekol tixtiequ tixtieq

Girien, tigu? Ejja ghandi!

Meaning: Neighbours, would you like to come? Let's eat at my

place!

nitkellem nixrob nitkellmu nixorbu

Ejja bil-Malti! U ejja kafe.

Meaning: Let's speak Maltese! And let's have a coffee.

jixtiequ immur mmorru jixtieq

Ejja Ghawdex! Gorg v Ella jigu wkoll?

Meaning: Let's go to Gozo! Would Gorg and Ella like to come too?
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G5) PUT THE WORDS IN ORDER

Put the words in order.

1 ghaé-éena? Tixtieq tigi

Meaning: Would you like to come to dinner?

2  pistax. imma ma nigi bil-galb, Kieku

Meaning: I'd love to come, but | can't.

3  Ejja darb'ohra? naghmluha

Meaning: Shall we do it another time?

4 Girien, s-Sibt? tixtiequ  tigu

Meaning: Neighbours, would you like to come on Saturday?

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de 13/17


http://www.lernlaterne.de

Grammar: Tixtieq tigi? Ejja nieklu! COURSE A1

S bil-vapur! Ejja Ghawdex mmorru

Meaning: Let's take the ferry to Gozo!

6  bil-Maltit  nitkellmu  Ejja

Meaning: Let's speak Maltese!

7 imma jigu, okkupat. kulhadd jixtiequ  ll-girien

Meaning: The neighbours would like to come, but everyone is busy.

8 mal-banda. Gorg imma jdogqg jigi, jixtieq

Meaning: Gorg would like to come, but he's playing with the band.
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9 nixorbu Ejja ghand kafé Lina!

Meaning: Let's have a coffee at Lina's!

10 nixtiequ Ahna  s-Sibt.  nigu

Meaning: We'd like to come on Saturday.

G6) THE RIGHT WORDS

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 Invite Mrs Marija to dinner at your place on Saturday. You say:
A ) 1s-Sibt hemm cena ghandi. Kieku tigi.
B Is-Sibt hemm cena ghandi. Nixtieq nigi?

C ) Is-Sibt hemm cena ghandi. Tixtieq tigi?

2 Lina would like to come, but she works on Saturday. Lina says:
A Nixtieq, imma s-Sibt nahdem.
B Nixtieq, ghax is-Sibt nahdem.

C  Tixtieq, imma s-Sibt nahdem.
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3 Ellainvites you to her drawing afternoon. You'd love to. You say:
A Iva, bil-galb!
B ' Ejja naghmluha darb'ohra.

c ' Kieku nigi bil-galb, imma ma nistax.

4L Suggest to Anna that you two take the ferry to Gozo. You say:
A Jekk immur Ghawdex bil-vapur!
B Ejja immur Ghawdex bil-vapur!

C ' Ejja mmorru Ghawdex bil-vapur!

5 Tonio would love to come, but he can't. Tonio says:
A Jekk nigi bil-galb, imma ma nistax.
B Kieku nigi bil-qalb, ghax ma nistax.

C ' Kieku nigi bil-galb, imma ma nistax.

6 Invite Gorg and Ella, both at once, to dinner. You say:
A Nixtiequ nigu ghac-cena?
B Tixtieq tigu ghac-cena?

C  Tixtiequ tigu ghac-cena?
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G7) WOULD YOU LIKE TO?

Match the pairs.

1 ejja nieklu A lcan't

2 | jixtiequ B they would like

3 ) nixtieq Cc | would come

4 ) ma nistax D you would like (several people)
5 kieku nigi E let's eat

6 | tixtiequ F 1 would like
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