
SCENE 25 · GRAMMAR
A1

Vem, venha, venham
Requests and rules

6 Exercises   ·   Duration: 20 min.

The first week at work Portuguese
Read & listen online

Requests and rules

An imperative gives a request or instruction. Familiar singular 

requests often use present third singular: fala, come, abre. Polite 

singular uses fale, coma, abra, and plural falem, comam, abram. 

These polite forms are learned for requests without extending 

them to other subjunctive uses.

Common irregular instructions: familiar vem, diz, faz, põe; polite 

venha, diga, faça, ponha; plural venham, digam, façam, ponham. 

Familiar negatives use não venhas, não digas, não faças, não 

ponhas; polite não venha, não diga, não faça, não ponha. Rules 

can use an infinitive: Não tocar trompete.

Form Example Meaning

vem Leonor, vem cá. Leonor, come here.

venha Dona Maria, venha cá. Maria, come here, politely.

venham Vocês, venham cá. You all, come here.

abre Leonor, abre a porta. Leonor, open the door.

abra Dona Maria, abra a porta. Maria, open the door, politely.

abram Vocês, abram a porta. You all, open the door.
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Leonor, vem cá.

Leonor, come here.

Dona Maria, venha cá.

Maria, come here, politely.

Vocês, venham cá.

You all, come here.

Leonor, abre a porta.

Leonor, open the door.

Dona Maria, abra a porta.

Maria, open the door, politely.

Vocês, abram a porta.

You all, open the door.

Sou nova (novo) aqui. Dona Maria, abra a porta.

I am new here. Maria, open the door, politely.

Sou nova (novo) aqui. Vocês, abram a porta.

I am new here. You all, open the door.
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GRAMMAR

G1) NOTICE THE USEFUL PATTERN

Underline the form practised in this unit.

1 Leonor, vem cá.

Meaning: Leonor, come here.

2 Dona Maria, venha cá.

Meaning: Maria, come here, politely.

3 Vocês, venham cá.

Meaning: You all, come here.

4 Leonor, abre a porta.

Meaning: Leonor, open the door.
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G2) CHOOSE THE FORM 1

Choose the right word for the gap.

1 Leonor, ______ cá.

A vem

B venham

C venha

Meaning: Leonor, come here.

2 Dona Maria, ______ cá.

A venha

B venham

C vem

Meaning: Maria, come here, politely.

3 Vocês, ______ cá.

A venha

B venham

C vem

Meaning: You all, come here.
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4 Leonor, ______ a porta.

A abra

B abram

C abre

Meaning: Leonor, open the door.

5 Dona Maria, ______ a porta.

A abre

B abra

C abram

Meaning: Maria, open the door, politely.

6 Vocês, ______ a porta.

A abre

B abram

C abra

Meaning: You all, open the door.
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7 Sou nova aqui. Dona Maria, ______ a porta.

A abram

B abre

C abra

Meaning: I am new here. Maria, open the door, politely.

8 Sou nova aqui. Vocês, ______ a porta.

A abre

B abra

C abram

Meaning: I am new here. You all, open the door.

G3) USE THE FORM 1

Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

venham   vem   venha   abre

Leonor, _______________ cá.

Meaning: Leonor, come here.
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abre   venham   venha   vem

Dona Maria, _______________ cá.

Meaning: Maria, come here, politely.

venham   vem   abre   venha

Vocês, _______________ cá.

Meaning: You all, come here.

venha   vem   venham   abre

Leonor, _______________ a porta.

Meaning: Leonor, open the door.
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venham   venha   abra   vem

Dona Maria, _______________ a porta.

Meaning: Maria, open the door, politely.

venha   venham   abram   vem

Vocês, _______________ a porta.

Meaning: You all, open the door.

vem   venham   venha   abra

Sou nova aqui. Dona Maria, _______________ a porta.

Meaning: I am new here. Maria, open the door, politely.
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vem   venha   venham   abram

Sou nova aqui. Vocês, _______________ a porta.

Meaning: I am new here. You all, open the door.

G4) BUILD A SENTENCE

Put the words in order.

1 Leonor, cá. vem

Meaning: Leonor, come here.

2 cá. venha Dona Maria,

Meaning: Maria, come here, politely.
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3 venham Vocês, cá.

Meaning: You all, come here.

4 abre Leonor, porta. a

Meaning: Leonor, open the door.

5 Dona porta. a Maria, abra

Meaning: Maria, open the door, politely.

6 porta. Vocês, a abram

Meaning: You all, open the door.

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de 10/13

Grammar: Vem, venha, venham COURSE A1

http://www.lernlaterne.de


G5) WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 Leonor, come here. You say:

A Leonor, vem cá.

B Leonor, venha cá.

2 Maria, come here, politely. You say:

A Dona Maria, vem cá.

B Dona Maria, venha cá.

3 You all, come here. You say:

A Vocês, venham cá.

B Vocês, vem cá.

4 Leonor, open the door. You say:

A Leonor, abre a porta.

B Leonor, abra a porta.
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G6) CONNECT MESSAGES AND MEANINGS

Match the pairs.

1 Vocês, abram a 

porta.

A I am new here. You all, open the 

door.

2 Leonor, vem cá. B I am new here. Maria, open the 

door, politely.

3 Leonor, abre a 

porta.

C Maria, open the door, politely.

4 Dona Maria, venha 

cá.

D Maria, come here, politely.

5 Dona Maria, abra a 

porta.

E Leonor, come here.

6 Sou nova aqui. 

Dona Maria, abra a 

porta.

F Leonor, open the door.

7 Vocês, venham cá. G You all, come here.
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8 Sou nova aqui. 

Vocês, abram a 

porta.

H You all, open the door.
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