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Norqod, torqod, jorqgod

The present tense
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Maltese verbs show the person with a letter at the front. In the
present tense the 1st person singular (l) starts with n-, the 2nd
person singular (you) with t-, and the 3rd person singular with j- or
i- for he and t- for she. So you and she sound the same: int torqod,
you sleep - hi torqod, she sleeps. Dictionaries list a verb by its he-

form: jorqod, he sleeps.

THE PRESENT TENSE, SINGULAR

jien int hu hi Meaning
norqod torgod jorqod torgod sleep
noqghod toqghod joqghod toqghod live

naf taf jaf taf know
nista’ tista’ jista' tista’ can
niehu tiehu jiehu tiehu take

With an i- in front

indoqq iddoqq idoqq iddoqq play
irrid trid irid trid want
immur tmur imur tmur go

Some forms take an i- in front to make them easier to say: indoqq, irrid, immur. Before
a d, the t- of you and she becomes d: iddoqq, you play. The pronoun is often left out,

because the verb already says who: Nogghod isfel. | live downstairs.
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Nogghod isfel.

| live downstairs.

Iva, naf.

Yes, | know.

Cikku jorqod hawn.

Cikku sleeps here.

Maltese has no infinitive, no to-form of a verb. After irrid (I want) or
nista’' (I can), the second verb takes the person too: irrid norqod, |
want to sleep, literally | want | sleep - Tista' ddoqq? Can you play?,

literally can you you play?

TIP

Tista' ...? (can you ...?) is the friendly way to ask someone to do
something: Tista' ddoqq ghada?

Verament irrid norgod.

| really want to sleep.

Tista' ddogq ghada?

Could you play tomorrow?

Issa nista' ndoqq!

Now | can play!

Ella trid tiehu I-kejk.

Ella wants to take the cake.
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GRAMMAR
G1) FIND THE WORDS
| Underline the verbs.
Jien noqghod isfel, u Gorg jogghod fuq.

Meaning: | live downstairs, and Gorg lives upstairs.

Cikku  jorgod, u jien le.

Meaning: Cikku is asleep, and I'm not.

Marija taf kollox.

Meaning: Marija knows everything.

Verament irrid norgod.

Meaning: | really want to sleep.

Int toqghod isfel, hux?

Meaning: You live downstairs, right?
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Jien indogq, u Cikku jorgod.

Meaning: | play, and Cikku sleeps.

Ella tiehu I-kejk, u Cikku jiehu ¢-cavetta.

Meaning: Ella takes the cake, and Cikku takes the key.

G2) THE RIGHT PERSON

Choose the right word for the gap.

A jogghod
B nogghod

C  togghod

Meaning: | live downstairs.

A jogghod
B togghod

C  noqghod

Meaning: Do you live upstairs?
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Gorg ______ issa
A indoqq
B idoqq
c  iddoqqg

Meaning: Yes, | know.

Ella kollox.

Meaning: Ella knows everything.
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6 Cikkv ___ hawn.
A torgod
B norgod

C ) jorgod

Meaning: Cikku sleeps here.

7 Int______ bil-lejl, hux?
A jorgod

B norgod

C ) torgod

Meaning: You sleep at night, don't you?

A nogghod
B jogghod

C  togghod

Meaning: Gorg lives upstairs.
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9 Cikku fejn hi ¢-¢avetta.

Meaning: Cikku knows where the key is.

10 Ella I-kejk.

Meaning: Ella takes the cake.

G3) WANT AND CAN: TWO VERBS, ONE PERSON

Choose the right word for the gap.

C  jorgod

Meaning: | want to sleep.
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Meaning: Could you play tomorrow?

Ellatrid ______ ghall-kafetterija.
A immur

B imur

C  tmur

Meaning: Ella wants to go to the cafe.

Nista' ____ ¢-cavetta.
A niehu
B tiehu

C jiehu

Meaning: | can take the key.
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Jien ___ immur ghall-kafetterija.
A trid
B irid
C irrid

Meaning: | want to go to the café.

Ella ______ tiehu I-kejk.
A irrid
B trid
C  irid

Meaning: Ella wants to take the cake.

idoqq issa.

Meaning: Gorg wants to play now.
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A jista'
B nista’

C ) tista’

Meaning: Now | can play!

torqod hawn.

Meaning: Cikku, you can sleep here.

10 Cikkv ______ jorgod hawn.
A tista'

B jista’

C ) nista’

Meaning: Cikku can sleep here.
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G4) PLAY, GO, TAKE

Choose the right word for the gap.

Jien ____ it-trumbetta.
A indoqq
B iddoqgq
C idoqq

Meaning: | play the trumpet.

Int bil-lejl, Gorg!
A iddoqq
B indoqq
C ) idoqq

Meaning: You play at night, Gorg!

Jien ___ ghall-kafetterija.
A immur
B imur
C tmur

Meaning: | go to the café.
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ghall-kafetterija.

C ) immur

Meaning: Gorg goes to the café.

Cikku ¢-¢avetta.

C ) tiehu

Meaning: Cikku takes the key.

G5) GORG AND CIKKU

| Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

|joqghod nogghod indoqq idoqq

Gorg fug. Hu muziéist, u issa

Meaning: Gorg lives upstairs. He's a musician, and now he's

playing.
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jorgod irrid torgod trid

Cikku , U jien verament norgod.

Meaning: Cikku is asleep, and | really want to sleep.

tista' nista’

Gorg, ddoqqg ghada?

Meaning: Gorg, could you play tomorrow?

immur irrid trid tmur

Ella isfel.

Meaning: Ella wants to go downstairs.
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tmur irid imur trid

Issa Gorg jorgod.

Meaning: Now Gorg wants to go to sleep.

niehu tiehu imur immur

Jien ghall-kafetterija, u kafé.

Meaning: | go to the café and have a coffee.

jista' nista' jaf naf

Cikku kollox, u jiehu ¢-cavetta.

Meaning: Cikku knows everything, and he can take the key.
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G6) PUT THE WORDS IN ORDER

Put the words in order.

1 Jien isfel. nogghod

Meaning: | live downstairs.

2 Verament irrid norgod.

Meaning: | really want to sleep.

3 ghada? ddoqq Tista'

Meaning: Could you play tomorrow?

4 le. Hu jien u jorgod,

Meaning: He sleeps, and | don't.
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S  issa billejll Iva, naf. Imma

Meaning: Yes, | know. But it's night now!

6 Issa ndogq! nista’

Meaning: Now | can play!

7 iddoqqg hux? bil-lejl, Int

Meaning: You play at night, don't you?

G7) THE RIGHT WORDS

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 Your neighbour plays the trumpet at night. Ask him, nicely, to

play tomorrow. You say:
A ldoqq ghada!
B Indogqg ghada.

C  Tista' ddogqg ghada?
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2 Tell Gorg where you live: downstairs. You say:
A Togghod isfel.
B Nogghod fug.

Cc ) Nogghod isfel.

3 Say that you really want to sleep. You say:
A ) Verament irrid norgod.
B Verament trid norgod.

C ) Verament irrid jorgod.

4 The trumpet upstairs is loud. Ask Cikku if he can sleep. You say:
A Cikku, nista' torqod?
B Cikku, tista' torqod?

¢ Cikku, tista' norqod?

5 Gorg tells you where he lives. Gorg says:
A Nogghod fuaq.
B Jogghod fug.

Cc  Togghod fuq.
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