
SCENE 7 · GRAMMAR A1
there’s, there isn’t, I 
haven’t got
Existence and possession

6 Exercises   ·   Duration: 20 min.

The empty flat English
Read & listen online

Existence and possession

Use there is or there’s for one thing: There’s a bed. Use there are 

for more than one: There are two chairs. This there introduces 

something, rather than meaning over there.

In British speech, have got is a common way to express 

possession: I’ve got a bed, she’s got a lamp. Negative forms are I 

haven’t got and she hasn’t got. The equivalent I have / I don’t 

have is also ordinary English.

Keep existence separate from ownership: There isn’t a table 

describes the room; I haven’t got a table describes what you have.

Form Example Meaning

is There is a bed. Say one bed is present.

are There are two chairs. Say two chairs are present.

isn’t There isn’t a sofa. Say no sofa is present.

haven’t I haven’t got a table. Say you do not have a table.

She’s She’s got a lamp. Use the contraction for she has got.

haven’t We haven’t got a sofa. Say we do not have a sofa.
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There is a bed.

Say one bed is present.

There are two chairs.

Say two chairs are present.

There isn’t a sofa.

Say no sofa is present.

I haven’t got a table.

Say you do not have a table.

She’s got a lamp.

Use the contraction for she has got.

We haven’t got a sofa.

Say we do not have a sofa.

GRAMMAR

G1) NOTICE THE PATTERNS

Underline the form described in this unit.

1 There is a bed.

Meaning: Say one bed is present.
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2 There are two chairs.

Meaning: Say two chairs are present.

3 There isn’t a sofa.

Meaning: Say no sofa is present.

4 I haven’t got a table.

Meaning: Say you do not have a table.

5 She’s got a lamp.

Meaning: Use the contraction for she has got.

6 We haven’t got a sofa.

Meaning: Say we do not have a sofa.
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G2) CHOOSE THE FORM

Choose the right word for the gap.

1 There ______ a bed.

A is

B am

C are

Meaning: Say one bed is present.

2 There ______ two chairs.

A is

B am

C are

Meaning: Say two chairs are present.

3 There ______ a sofa.

A not

B aren’t

C isn’t

Meaning: Say no sofa is present.
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4 I ______ got a table.

A hasn’t

B haven’t

C isn’t

Meaning: Say you do not have a table.

5 ______ got a lamp.

A I’ve

B She’s

C They’ve

Meaning: Use the contraction for she has got.

6 We ______ got a sofa.

A isn’t

B hasn’t

C haven’t

Meaning: Say we do not have a sofa.
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G3) COMPLETE A SHORT MESSAGE

Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

is   are

There _______________ a bed.

Meaning: Say one bed is present.

are   is

There _______________ two chairs.

Meaning: Say two chairs are present.

isn’t   aren’t

There _______________ a sofa.

Meaning: Say no sofa is present.
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haven’t   hasn’t

I _______________ got a table.

Meaning: Say you do not have a table.

She’s   I’ve

_______________ got a lamp.

Meaning: Use the contraction for she has got.

haven’t   hasn’t

We _______________ got a sofa.

Meaning: Say we do not have a sofa.
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G4) BUILD USEFUL SENTENCES

Put the words in order.

1 bed. is There a

Meaning: Say one bed is present.

2 are chairs. There two

Meaning: Say two chairs are present.

3 There sofa. a isn’t

Meaning: Say no sofa is present.

4 table. haven’t got a I

Meaning: Say you do not have a table.

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de 8/11

Grammar: there’s, there isn’t, I haven’t got COURSE A1

http://www.lernlaterne.de


5 She’s a lamp. got

Meaning: Use the contraction for she has got.

6 haven’t We got a sofa.

Meaning: Say we do not have a sofa.

G5) WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 Say one bed is present. You say:

A There are a bed.

B There is a bed.

2 Say two chairs are present. You say:

A There are two chairs.

B There is two chairs.
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3 Say no sofa is present. You say:

A There isn’t a sofa.

B There aren’t a sofa.

4 Say you do not have a table. You say:

A I haven’t got a table.

B I hasn’t got a table.

G6) CONNECT MESSAGES AND MEANINGS

Match the pairs.

1 There isn’t a sofa. A Use the contraction for she has 

got.

2 We haven’t got a 

sofa.

B Say one bed is present.

3 There are two 

chairs.

C Say no sofa is present.

4 There is a bed. D Say you do not have a table.
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5 I haven’t got a 

table.

E Say we do not have a sofa.

6 She’s got a lamp. F Say two chairs are present.
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