SCENE 25 - GRAMMAR Al

Toqghodx! Tibzghux!
Xejn, hadd

Don't, and nothing, nobody, never

8 Exercises - Duration: 25 min.

( The first week at work J ( Maltese J ) e
Read & listen onlin

To tell someone not to do something, Maltese does not use the
imperative. It takes the present tense of int, you, and adds -x, the
same =x as in ma nafx: toqghod, you sit, togghodx!, don't sit! -
tghid, you say, tghidx!, don't say it! A ma may go in front, but is

usually left out: (ma) tmurx!, don't go!

The last vowel often changes before the =x, as it does in nahdem,
ma nahdimx: tikteb, tiktibx! - thares, tharisx! - tiehu, tihux! To
several people, take the present of intom and add =x to its -u:
tibzghu, you are afraid, tibzghux!, don't be afraid! After a vowel it
is =wx: tagraw, tagrawx!

DON'T!

Present Don't! To several Meaning

toqghod toqghodx! toqoghdux! you sit - don't sit!

tghid tghidx! tghidux! you say - don't say it!

tikteb tiktibx! tiktbux! you write - don't
write!

thares tharisx! tharsux! you look - don't look!

tagra tagrax! tagrawx! you read - don't read!

tibza’ tibzax! tibzghux! you're afraid - don't
be afraid!
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Present

tiehu

tigi

tmur

torqod

Don't!

tihux!

tigix!

tmurx!

torqodx!

To several

tihdux!

tigux!

tmorrux!

torqdux!

Meaning

you take - don't take
it!

you come - don't
come!

you go - don't go!

you sleep - don't
sleep!

Because don't is built on the present, the t- comes back: ogghod!, sit!, but toqghodx!,

don't sit! - ejjal, come!, but tigix!, don't come! In tibzax the ' at the end, a silent gh,

drops before the =x, and comes back in tibzghux.

It-tielet: togghodx fuq il-kompjuters.

Three: don't sit on the computers.

Jekk joghgbok, agraw ir-regoli. U tibzghux!

Please read the rules. And don't be afraid!

Cikku, tifiux il-gurdien tieghi!

Cikku, don't take my mouse!

U ghada tigix tard!

And don't be late tomorrow!

Xejn, nothing, hadd, nobody, and qatt, never, make a sentence

negative with ma, and then the verb has no —x: ma nafx, | don't

know, but ma naf xejn, | know nothing - hadd ma jaf, nobody

knows - gatt ma jigi tard, he's never late. Alone, each is a whole

answer: X'jaghmel? Xejn. What does he do? Nothing.
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NOTHING, NOBODY, NEVER

Word Example Meaning

xejn Ma naf xejn. nothing - | know nothing.
hadd Hadd ma jaf. nobody - Nobody knows.
qatt Qatt ma jigi tard. never - He's never late.

Where English says not ... anything or not ... anyone, Maltese says
nothing and nobody. A don't keeps its =x even then, because it
has no ma: Tghidx lil hadd! Don't tell anyone!, literally don't tell
nobody.

THE -X, WITH AND WITHOUT XEJN AND #ADD

With -x With xejn, hadd, qatt Meaning

Ma nafx. Ma naf xejn. | don't know. - | know
nothing.

M'hemmx qattus. M'hemm xejn. There's no cat. -

There's nothing.

Ma jigix. Qatt ma jigi. He isn't coming. - He
never comes.

Tghidx! Tghidx lil hadd! Don't say it! - Don't
tell anyone!

M'hemmx loses its =x before xejn: Ghad m'hemm xejn. There's nothing there yet.

U gatt ma jigi tard. Mhux bhal xi hadd...

And he's never late. Not like somebody...

Xejn. Jorgod, bhalek.

Nothing. He sleeps, like you.

Ghad m'hemm xejn.

There's nothing there yet.
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Imma tghidx lil hadd!

But don't tell anyone!

GRAMMAR

G1) FIND THE WORDS

Underline the words that say don't, nothing, nobody and

never.

T lttielet: toqghodx fug il-kompjuters.

Meaning: Three: don't sit on the computers.

2 Jekk joghgbok, —agraw ir-regoli. U  tibzghux!

Meaning: Please read the rules. And don't be afraid!

3  Imma tghidx il hadd!

Meaning: But don't tell anyone!

4 U qgatt ma jigi tard.

Meaning: And he's never late.
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Xejn. Jorgod, bhalek.

Meaning: Nothing. He sleeps, like you.

Ghad m'hemm  xejn.

Meaning: There's nothing there yet.

Cikku, torgodx fuqg il-printer!

Meaning: Cikku, don't sleep on the printer!

Ella, Gorg: tmorrux! Cikku gej!

Meaning: Ella, Gorg: don't go! Cikku is coming!

G2) DON'T!

Choose the form that says don't, to one person (or one cat).

Cikku, fuq il-kompjuter!
A togghodx
B togghod

Cc  oqgghod

Meaning: Cikku, don't sit on the computer!
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2 Imma______ lil hadd!
A tghidx
B tghid

c  ghid

Meaning: But don't tell anyone!

3 fuq l-avviz tieghi, jekk joghgbok!
A Tiktbux
B Tiktibx

Cc  lkteb

Meaning: Don't write on my notice, please!

4 Sur Tonio, 1 Cikku fuq is-siggu tieghek.

A hares
B tharesx

C  tharisx

Meaning: Mr Tonio, don't look! Cikku is on your chair.
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5 il-messagg tieghi!
A AqQra
B Tagrax

C ) Tagrawx

Meaning: Don't read my message!

6 SurTonio, ______ ! Cikku mhux hazin.
A tibzghux

B tibzax

C tibza'

Meaning: Mr Tonio, don't be afraid! Cikku isn't bad.

______ il-gurdien tieghi!
A tiehux
B hu

C  tihux

Meaning: Cikku, don't take my mouse!

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de 7/23


http://www.lernlaterne.de

Grammar: Togghodx! Tibzghux! Xejn, hadd

COURSE A1

8 Ughada______ tard!
A tigi
B ejja

C ) tigix

Meaning: And don't be late tomorrow!

9 Cikkv, fil-ké¢ina!
B tmorrux

C  tmurx

Meaning: Cikku, don't go into the kitchen!

10 Cikkv, ______ fuq il-printer!
A torgodx
B torgdux

C ) orgod

Meaning: Cikku, don't sleep on the printer!
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G3) DON'T, ALL OF YOU!

Now to several people: -ux.

1 #ello lil kulhadd! U ___ !
A tibzghu

B tibzax

C  tibzghux

Meaning: Hello, everyone! And don't be afraid!

2 Ella, Gorg: ______ fuq is-siggu tieghi!
A ) togoghdux
B oqoghdu

C  togghodx

Meaning: Ella, Gorg: don't sit on my chair!

3 Ella, Gorg: ______ lil hadd!
A tghidx
B ghidu

C  tghidux

Meaning: Ella, Gorg: don't tell anyone!

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de 9/23


http://www.lernlaterne.de

Grammar: Togghodx! Tibzghux! Xejn, hadd

COURSE A1

Kulhadd: ___ fuq il-hajt!
A iktbu
B tiktbux

C  tiktibx

Meaning: Everyone: don't write on the wall!

Ella, Gorg: ! Cikku qed jiekol.

A harsu

B tharisx

C  tharsux

Meaning: Ella, Gorg: don't look! Cikku is eating.

Ella v Gorg, il-messagg tieghi!

A | tagrax

B agraw

C  tagrawx

Meaning: Ella and Gorg, don't read my message!
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7 Ella, Gorg: il-kejk kollu!

A tihdux

B tihux

Cc ) hudu

Meaning: Ella, Gorg: don't take all the cake!

8 Gorg u Lina, tard ghada!

A tigux
B tigix

C ejjew

Meaning: Gorg and Lina, don't be late tomorrow!

9 Ella, Gorg, ______ ! 1l-kejk gej!
A tmorrux
B ) morru

C  tmurx

Meaning: Ella, Gorg, don't go! The cake is coming!
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10 Gorg, Ella: fuq is-sufan!

A torgodx
B orqdu

C ) torgdux

Meaning: Gorg, Ella: don't sleep on the sofa!

G4) NOTHING, NOBODY, NEVER

Choose the right word for the gap.

1 X'jaghmel wara nofsinhar? ______

A Xejn

B Qatt

C Hadd

Meaning: What does he do in the afternoon? Nothing.

2 Min jaf fejn hi ¢-¢avetta? ______
A) Qatt
B Xejn

C ) Hadd

Meaning: Who knows where the key is? Nobody knows.
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3 Cikku ma jigi tard.

Meaning: Cikku is never late.

4 ll-frigg tieghi vojt. M'hemm ______
A xejn
B gatt

¢ hadd

Meaning: My fridge is empty. There's nothing.

5 Tghidx lil ______ !
A qgatt

B xejn

¢ hadd

Meaning: Don't tell anyone!
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Taf fejn hu Cikku? Le, ma ______
A naf

B jafx

C ) nafx

Meaning: Do you know where Cikku is? No, | don't know.

Meaning: No, | know nothing!

Fejn hu I-qattus? qattus hawn!

A M'hemmx

B M'hemm

C ) Mhux

Meaning: Where's the cat? There's no cat here!

Gorg? Illum ma

A jigi
B jigix

C ) tigix

Meaning: Gorg? He isn't coming today.
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10 Cikku ma jaqra.

Meaning: Cikku never reads.

G5) TONIO'S NOTICE

| Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

| kul tiekolx

L-ewwel: ejja fid-disgha. It-tieni: fit-tnax u fil-hamsa.

Meaning: One: come at nine. Two: eat at twelve and at five.

toqghodx oqgghod

It-tielet: fug il-kompjuters.

Meaning: Three: don't sit on the computers.
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gatt xejn

Ir-raba’: , gatt fuqg il-printer!

Meaning: Four: never, ever on the printer!

tibzax Aqraw tibzghux Taqrawx

Hello lil kulhadd! ir-regoli, u !

Meaning: Hello, everyone! Read the rules, and don't be afraid!

xejn hadd

I-hames u s-sitt? Ghad m'hemm

Meaning: The fifth and the sixth? There's nothing there yet.
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xejn hadd ghid tghidx

Is-seba': il-Gimgha |-gattus jogghod fuq is-siggu tieghi. Imma

Meaning: Seven: on Friday the cat sits on my chair. But don't tell

anyone!

G6) PUT THE WORDS IN ORDER

Put the words in order.

kulhadd! #ello tibzghux! il U

Meaning: Hello, everyone! And don't be afraid!

is-siggu  Gorg:  Ella, toqoghdux  fuq

Meaning: Ella, Gorg: don't sit on my chair!
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3  jekk joghgbok! hadd, il Tghidux

Meaning: Don't tell anyone, please! (to several people)

4 tiktbux il-hajt fugq tal-k¢ina!  Kulhadd,

Meaning: Everyone, don't write on the kitchen wall!

S Cikku  Ella, tharsux! jiekol. Gorg, qed

Meaning: Ella, Gorg, don't look! Cikku is eating.

6 il-messagg Tagrawx tieghi!

Meaning: Don't read my message! (to several people)
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7 Tihdux  kollu! il-kejk

Meaning: Don't take all the cake! (to several people)

8 tigux tard! Ghada

Meaning: Don't be late tomorrow! (to several people)

9 Qtates fl-ufficcju? ghad Le, m'hemmx.

Meaning: Cats in the office? No, not yet.

10 Gorg, is-sufan! fuq torqdux  Ella:

Meaning: Gorg, Ella: don't sleep on the sofa!
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G7) THE RIGHT WORDS

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 Cikku is about to sit on Tonio’'s computer. Tell him not to. You say:
A Cikku, togoghdux fuq il-kompjuter!
B ) Cikku, oqghod fuq il-kompjuter!

¢ Cikku, toqghodx fuq il-kompjuter!

2 Tonio asks you to keep the seventh rule a secret. Tonio says:
A Ghid lil kulhadd!
B Tghidx lil hadd!

¢ Tghid lil hadd!

3 Tonio is scared of Cikku. Tell him not to be afraid. You say:
A ) Sur Tonio, tibza'!
B Sur Tonio, tibzghux!

C ) Sur Tonio, tibzax!
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4 Cikku has Tonio's mouse again. Tonio tells him not to take it.

Tonio says:
A Cikku, hu I-gurdien!
B Cikku, tihux il-gurdien!

¢ Cikku, tiehu I-gurdien!

5 Tonio tells you not to be late tomorrow. Tonio says:
A U ghada ejja tard!
B U ghada tigi tard!

c ' U ghada tigix tard!

6 Cikku has found Tonio's pen. Tell him not to write on the notice.

You say:
A ) Cikku, tiktibx fuq I-avviz!
B Cikku, ikteb fuq l-avviz!

¢ Cikku, tiktebx fuqg l-avviz!

7 Lina asks what Cikku does in the afternoon. You say:
A ) Hadd. Jorgod.
B Xejn. Jorqod.

C  Qatt. Jorgod.
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8 Marija asks who knows where her key is. Nobody does. You say:
A Hadd ma jaf.
B Xejn ma jaf.

) Hadd jaf.

9 Ella asks where Cikku is. You don't know. You say:
A ' Ma naf.
B Mhux naf.

C ) Ma nafx.

10 Tonio asks if Cikku is coming today. He isn't. You say:
A Le, illum ma jigi.
B Le, illum ma jigix.

C ) Le, illum tigix.
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G8) DON'T!

Match the pairs.

1 Tagrax! A Don't be late!

2 | Togghodx! B Don't look!

3 ) Tigix tard! Cc ) Don't say it!

4 ) Tmurx! D Don't go!

5 Torgodx! E Don't sit!

6 | Tibzax! F ) Don't read it!

7 | Tghidx! G Don't be afraid!
8  Tharisx! H Don't sleep!
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