SCENE 27 - GRAMMAR

Kilo tadam, flixkun halib

Measures, with no word for of

6 Exercises - Duration: 20 min.

( Around town J ( Maltese J

,Qeac{ & licten online

A measure goes straight before the thing, with no word for of: kilo
tadam, a kilo of tomatoes, flixkun halib, a bottle of milk, tazza te,
a cup of tea. The thing takes no article. nofs, half, goes in front:
nofs kilo gobon, half a kilo of cheese. It works like hafna and ftit,
which you know: hafna tuffieh, a lot of apples.

A MEASURE, THEN THE THING

Measure Example Meaning

kilo kilo tadam a kilo
a kilo of tomatoes

nofs kilo nofs kilo gobon half a kilo
half a kilo of cheese

flixkun flixkun halib - flixkun ilma  a bottle
a bottle of milk
a bottle of water

tazza tazza te - tazza kafé acup
a cup of tea
a cup of coffee

hafna hafna tuffieh - ftit halib a lot of
ftit a little
a lot of apples
a little milk
kemm? Kemm jiswa kilo tadam? how much?

How much is a kilo of tomatoes?
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After a number, the measure follows the counting rules of module
3. Two is zewg with the plural, 3 to 10 take the plural too, and from
11 on the noun is singular again. kilo has the plural kili, tazza has

tazzi, and flixkun changes inside: fliexken.

ONE, TWO, TEN, ELEVEN

Number kilo tazza flixkun

1 kilo tazza flixkun

2 zewg kili Zewg tazzi zewd fliexken
3to10 ghaxar kili tliet tazzi sitt fliexken

11 and up hdax-il kilo tnax-il tazza ghoxrin flixkun
Meaning a kilo a cup a bottle

So Lina buys ghaxar kili tuffieh, ten kilos of apples; with eleven it would be hdax-il kilo.

nofs kilo stays singular: half of one kilo.

Some food words are collective nouns. tuffieh is apples in general;
one apple is tuffieha, and apples you count are tuffiehat: sitt
tuffiehat. bajd, hobz and hut work the same way. With a measure
or an amount, you take the general word: kilo tuffieh, nofs kilo
hut, hafna bajd.

IN GENERAL, ONE, AND COUNTED

In general One Counted Meaning

tuffieh tuffieha sitt tuffiehat apples - an apple
- six apples

bajd bajda sitt bajdiet eggs - an egg -
six eggs

hobz hobza zewdg hobziet bread - a loaf -
two loaves

hut huta tliet hutiet fish - a fish - three
fish

One of them is feminine: tuffieha wahda, huta kbira.
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TIP

At the stall, Xi haga ohra? asks if you want anything else. Dak kollox
is that's all.

Nixtri ghaxar kili tuffieh ghall-kafetterija.

| buy ten kilos of apples for the café.

Nixtieq kilo tadam u zewg kili patata, jekk joghgbok.
I'd like a kilo of tomatoes and two kilos of potatoes, please.

Nofs kilo gobon u flixkun halib.

Half a kilo of cheese and a bottle of milk.

Hu, tuffieha ghalik!

Here, an apple for you!

Cikku jiekol huta kbira kuljum.

Cikku eats a big fish every day.
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GRAMMAR

G1) FIND THE WORDS

Underline the measures, and the words for one or for counted

things.

T Nixtri ghaxar kili tuffieh  ghall-kafetterija.

Meaning: | buy ten kilos of apples for the cafeé.

2  Nixtieg kilo tadam u zewg kili patata.

Meaning: I'd like a kilo of tomatoes and two kilos of potatoes.

3  Nofs kilo gobon u flixkun Halib.

Meaning: Half a kilo of cheese and a bottle of milk.

4 sitt  tuffiehat, u bajda  ghal  Cikku!

Meaning: Six apples, and an egg for Cikku!
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Tliet tazzi te u hobza, jekk joghgbok.

Meaning: Three cups of tea and a loaf, please.

Cikku jiekol huta kbira, u Gorg tazza kafé.

Meaning: Cikku eats a big fish, and Gorg has a cup of coffee.

G2) KILO OR KILI?

Choose the right word for the gap.

Nixtri ghaxar tuffieh.

A kil

B kilo

Meaning: | buy ten kilos of apples.

Nixtieq tadam.

A kili

B kilo

Meaning: I'd like a kilo of tomatoes.
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patata, jekk joghgbok.

Meaning: Two kilos of potatoes, please.

Hdax-il tuffieh ghall-kejk!

A kilo

B kili

Meaning: Eleven kilos of apples for the cakes!

Meaning: Half a kilo of cheese.

Tliet te, jekk joghgbok.

Meaning: Three cups of tea, please.
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7 kafe, jekk joghgbok.

A Tazza

B Tazzi

Meaning: A cup of coffee, please.

8 Tnax-il fuq il-mejda!

A fliexken

B flixkun

Meaning: Two bottles of water.

10 Ghoxrin halib ghall-kafetterija.

A fliexken

B flixkun

Meaning: Twenty bottles of milk for the cafe.
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G3) APPLES, AN APPLE, SIX APPLES

The general word, the word for one, or the counted plural?

A tuffieha

B tuffiehat

Meaning: Here, an apple for you!

Sitt ___ , mhux tmintax!

A tuffiehat

B tuffieha

Meaning: Six apples, not eighteen!

Kilo , jekk joghgbok.

A tuffiehat

B tuffieh

Meaning: A kilo of apples, please.
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S

Nixtieq sitt ____

A bajdiet

B bajda

Meaning: I'd like six eggs.
Ghandi ____ wahda biss.

A bajdiet

B bajda

Meaning: I've only got one egg.
Zewg ______ , jekk joghgbok.
A hobziet

B hobza

Meaning: Two loaves, please.
______ v ftit gobon.

A | Hobziet

B Hobza

Meaning: A loaf and a little cheese.
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8 Cikku jiekol wahda.

A hutiet

B huta

Meaning: Cikku eats one fish.

9 Tliet ghal Cikku!

Meaning: Three fish for Cikku!

10 Cikku jiekol hafna

A hutiet

B hut

Meaning: Cikku eats a lot of fish.
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G4) THE SHOPPING LIST

| Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

| tadam kili tazzi kilo

Fil-lista: kilo , Zewg patata u nofs

gobon.

Meaning: On the list: a kilo of tomatoes, two kilos of potatoes and

half a kilo of cheese.

bajda halib bajdiet

Flixkun U sitt

Meaning: A bottle of milk and six eggs.
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tuffiehat tuffieha

Lina tixtri ghaxar kili tuffieh, u ghalija

Meaning: Lina buys ten kilos of apples, and an apple for me.

tazza tazzi

Gorg jixrob tliet te kull filghodu.

Meaning: Gorg drinks three cups of tea every morning.

hutiet hut huta

Cikku jiekol kbira, u Salvu ghandu tliet

ohra.

Meaning: Cikku eats a big fish, and Salvu has three more.
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hobza hobziet

Nixtri zewg ghall-kolazzjon.

Meaning: | buy two loaves for breakfast.

G5) PUT THE WORDS IN ORDER

Put the words in order.

zewg kili v patata. tadam kilo Nixtieq

Meaning: I'd like a kilo of tomatoes and two kilos of potatoes.

jekk  joghgbok. thalib, Nofs u gobon flixkun

kilo

Meaning: Half a kilo of cheese and a bottle of milk, please.
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3 ghall-kafetterija.  tuffieh  ghaxar  kili  Nixtri

Meaning: | buy ten kilos of apples for the cafe.

4  biss. bajda Ghandi wahda

Meaning: I've only got one egg.

S  bajdiet. u tuffieha Ghandi = sitt

Meaning: | have an apple and six eggs.

6 huta Cikku jiekol  kuljum. kbira

Meaning: Cikku eats a big fish every day.
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7 hobziet. te zewd tazzi Tliet U

Meaning: Three cups of tea and two loaves.

8 tazza il-mejda. fug Tnaxil

Meaning: Twelve cups on the table.

9 ghall-kejk.  tuffieh  kilo  Hdax-il

Meaning: Eleven kilos of apples for the cakes.

10 Ghandi Cikku. tliet thutiet ghal

Meaning: | have three fish for Cikku.
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G6) THE RIGHT WORDS

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 At Tereza's stall, ask for a kilo of tomatoes. You say:
A Kili tadam, jekk joghgbok.
B Kilo tadam, jekk joghgbok.

C  Kilo tal-tadam, jekk joghgbok.

2 You also want two kilos of potatoes. You say:
A Kilo patata.
B Zewg kilo patata.

c ) Zewd kili patata.

3 Tereza asks if you want anything else. You want half a kilo of

cheese. You say:
A lva, nofs kilo gobon.
B lva, nofs kili gobon.

C  Le, dak kollox.
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4 Lina gives Ella an apple. Lina says:
A #u, kili ghalik!
B Hu, tuffiehat ghalik!

C ) Hu, tuffieha ghalik!

5 Ask Lina for three cups of tea. You say:
A Tliet tazzi tat-te, jekk joghgbok.
B Tliet tazza te, jekk joghgbok.

C  Tliet tazzi te, jekk joghgbok.

6 Salvu counts out the fish for Cikku. There are three. Salvu says:
A Tliet huta ghal Cikku.
B Tliet hut ghal Cikku.

¢ Tliet hutiet ghal Cikku.

7 Tell Ella you have six eggs. You say:
A ) Ghandi sitt bajd.
B Ghandi sitt bajdiet.

Cc ) Ghandi sitt bajda.
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8 Lina orders eleven kilos of apples for her cakes. Lina says:
A Hdax-il kilo tuffieh.
B Hdax kili tuffieh.

¢ Hdax-il kili tuffieh.
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