Al

NUMBER 7 - BONUS STORY

Kelb zghir hidejn il-bahar

A rainy Saturday in spring. Ella and her best friend Emma wanted to ride their
bikes to the park, and her mother Rita is working again. So Ella spends the day
at her grandmother's, talking about the summers by the sea in Gozo, a little
dog, and what she wants to be.

4 Exercises - Duration: 10 min.

[ The weather and what to wear J [ Maltese ]

Pead & licten online

Ella=m Marija=O Rita=A

A Saturday morning in spring at Marija's. Rain runs down the

living-room window.
Illum is-Sibt. Barra qed taghmel ix-xita, u kiesah.

Ella bilgieghda hdejn it-tieqa. Ghandha ghaxar snin. Illum mhix

kuntenta.

B Nanna, ghaliex ged taghmel ix-xita mill-gdid? Illum jien u Emma

rridu mmorru |-gnien bir-rota!
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Emma [-agwa habiba ta’' Ella mill-iskola. Ghandha kelb zghir.

O Bir-rota? Mhux illum, Ella. Kiesah wisq, u barra hemm ir-rih.

B Imma ghandi kowt tax-xita! M'ghandix bzonn ix-xemx!

O Int ghandek kowt tax-xita. Imma r-rota m'ghandhiex.

O Illum tista' tpingi, jew tghin lin-nanna. Jien ged insajjar.

The landlady's phone rings. It is Rita, Ella’s mother, calling from

work.

A #ello, Ella. Skuzani, illum nahdem mill-gdid. Sa filghaxija.

B Mill-gdid? Mama, int dejjem tahdem! Anki s-Sibt!

A Naf. Imma rrid nghin lin-nies. Int u n-nanna ged issajru?

B [va. Mama, ejja filghaxija! In-nanna ged issajjar hafna.

Fil-k¢ina, Ella tpingi I-bahar, ix-xemx u r-ramel.

B Hares, nanna! Kull sajf il-familja kollha tmur il-bahar f'Ghawdex.

B Hemm shun, u mama ma tahdimx. Tkun maghna |-gurnata kollha!

B Filghodu nghumu. ll-bahar iksah milli tahseb, imma jien ma

nibzax.

B Naf nghum ahjar minn mama!

O U huk?
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B Hu ghadu zghir wisg. Ma jafx jghum. Jiekol ir-ramel biss!
B Wara nofsinhar nibnu kastell tar-ramel. Kull sajf akbar!

B Filghaxija hdejn il-bahar hemm ir-rih, allura mama dejjem tghid:

"Ella, il-kappell! U |-gakketta!"

O Ommok ghandha ragun. Filghaxija hdejn il-bahar ghandek bzonn

hwejjeg shan.
B Imma jien gatt m'ghandi bard hdejn il-bahar!
O Qatt? Is-sena |-ohra kont blu bhall-bahar!
B Ma kontx! Insomma... ftit biss.
Ella turns the page and draws a little brown dog with big ears.

B Nanna, hares: kelb zghir! Bhal ta' Emma. Verament irrid kelb

zghir!
O Kelb? U Cikku? Il-klieb ma joghgbux lil Cikku.
m Cikku jogghod hawn. U I-kelb jista' jogghod fil-flat taghna!
O U min jiehu hsiebu? ll-genituri tieghek jahdmu, u int |-iskola.
B Jien naf niehu hsieb kelb! Niehu hsieb lil Cikku kuljum!
O Le, Ella. Cikku jiehu hsiebek int.

On the windowsill the grey tomcat opens one eye, looks at the

drawing of the dog, and turns his back on it.
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B Mama tghid: "Kelb ghandu bzonn hafna hin, u jien m'ghandix
hin."

O Veru. Ommok tahdem hafna, ghalhekk hi ghajjiena.

B Ghalhekk jien irrid inkun pittrici. Pittrici tahdem id-dar, u tista'
tiehu hsieb kelb!

O Pittrici? Mhux ghalliema, bhan-nanna tieghek?

B Le! L-ghalliema dejjem jghidu: iktar tard!

O Jien gatt ma nghid iktar tard. Jien nghid: issa!

Afternoon. The rain stops, and the sun comes out over the wet

roofs.

B Nanna, ix-xemx! Nista' mmur bir-rota issa?

O Tista'. Imma bil-kappell u hwejjeg shan, ghax barra ghadu kiesah.

B Emma! Hemm ix-xemx! Ejja I-gnien mal-kelb!

Evening. Rita comes into the kitchen, tired, with a wet umbrella.

B Mama! Filghodu kien hemm ix-xita, imbaghad ix-xemx. U |-kelb

ta' Emma issa habib tieghi!

A U trid kelb mill-gdid, hux?

B lva. Imma fis-sajf, hdejn il-bahar! Ghal kelb, hemm ahjar milli fil-

belt.
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A Forsi, Ella. Forsi.

Cikku jara I-kelb fil-ktieb ta' Ella. Ma joghgbu xejn.

New words

rota a bicycle (bir-rota, by bike)

ramel sand

kastell a castle

nibnu we build (jibni, he builds)

pittrici a painter, an artist (a woman)
ghalliema a teacher (a woman); teachers
Emma Emma, Ella's best friend from school

LISTENING & UNDERSTANDING

L1) WHO SAYS IT?

| Who says it?

Hello, Ella. Skuzani, illum nahdem mill-gdid. Sa filghaxija.
A ) Marija
B Rita

C ) Ella

Meaning: Hi, Ella. I'm sorry, I'm working again today. Until this

evening.
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Qatt? Is-sena l-ofira kont blu bhall-bahar!
A ) Rita
B Ella

C ) Marija

Meaning: Never? Last year you were as blue as the seal!

Ghalhekk jien irrid inkun pittrici. Pittri¢i tahdem id-dar, v tista’
tiehu hsieb kelb!

A Ella
B ' Marija

C ) Rita

Meaning: That's why | want to be a painter. A painter works at

home and can look after a dog!

L2) TRUE OR FALSE?

True or false?

Is-Sibt barra ged taghmel ix-xita.

True False

Meaning: On Saturday it's raining outside.
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Emma oht Ella.

True False

Meaning: Emma is Ella's sister.

Is-Sibt Rita tahdem.

True False

Meaning: On Saturday Rita is working.

Hu Ella jaf jghum.

True False

Meaning: Ella's brother can swim.

II-klieb joghgbu lil Cikku hafna.

True False

Meaning: Cikku likes dogs a lot.
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L3) PUT THE STORY IN ORDER

Put what happens in order.

Filghodu ged taghmel ix-xita, u Ella ma tistax tmur bir-rota.
Ella tpingi I-bahar u r-ramel.

Wara nofsinhar hemm ix-xemx, u Ella tista' tmur bir-rota.
Rita tghid li llum tahdem mill-gdid.

Ella tpingi kelb zghir, u verament trid kelb.

L4) ANSWER THE QUESTIONS

Answer the questions.

X'iridu jaghmlu Ella u Emma s-Sibt?
A Iridu jghumu I-bahar.
B Iridu jmorru |-gnien bir-rota.

C ) Iridu jsajru.

Meaning: What do Ella and Emma want to do on Saturday?
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2 Ghaliex Ella ghandha bzonn il-kappell hdejn il-bahar filghaxija?
A Ghax filghaxija shun.
B Ghax filghaxija hemm ir-rih.

C ) Ghax Ella ma tafx tghum.

Meaning: Why does Ella need her hat by the sea in the evening?

3  X'trid tkun Ella?
A Ghalliema.
B | Muzicista.

C  Pittrici.

Meaning: What does Ella want to be?
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