NUMBER 7 - GRAMMAR REVIEW A1

French in everyday
situations

Module 4: Photos on the wall

8 Exercises - Duration: 25 min.

( Photos on the wall J ( French J

La famille : son, sa, ses

Form Example Meaning

son son fils his/her son

sa sa fille his/her daughter
ses ses parents his/her parents
son son chat his/her cat

sa sa photo his/her photo

In French, son, sa and ses mean "his", "her" or sometimes "its".
The form agrees with the thing owned, not with the owner. So son
fils means "her son" because fils is masculine, and sa fille means

"her daughter" because fille is feminine.

Use son before a masculine singular noun: son frére, son mari. Use
sa before a feminine singular noun: sa sceur, sa mére. Use ses

before plural nouns: ses parents, ses enfants.

This is very useful for family talk: mon fils, ma fille, son frére, ses
parents. Remember: look at the noun after son/sa/ses, not at the

person who owns it.
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You can also use these words with objects and pets: son chat, sa
photo, ses cleés.

L'age et les dates

Form Example Meaning

j'ai ... ans j'ai trente ans | am ... years old

ila...ans il a dix ans he is ... years old

ellea... ans elle a neuf ans she is ... years old

le dix juillet Mon anniversaire, c'est le dix the tenth of July
juillet.

le premier janvier  Son anniversaire, c'est le the first of January

premier janvier.

To say age in French, use avoir: j'ai trente ans, il a dix ans, elle a

neuf ans. French does not use "to be" for age.

For birthdays and dates, French often uses le + number + month:
le dix juillet, le vingt-huit mars. For a birthday, you can say Mon
anniversaire, c'est le dix juillet or ask C'est quand, ton
anniversaire ?

To say someone is turning an age now, French often simply says
J'ai dix ans maintenant ! or Elle a dix ans ! In the story, Zoé is nine
and then ten on le vingt-huit mars.

You can also use premier for the first day of a month: le premier
janvier. Other dates normally use the number: le dix juillet, le

vingt-huit mars.
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L'apparence
Form Example Meaning
étre + adjective il est grand he is tall
étre + adjective elle est petite she is small
avoir les yeux + colour elle a les yeux bleus she has blue eyes
avoir les cheveux + il a les cheveux noirs he has black curly hair
adjective et frisés
vieux / vieille une vieille maison old

To describe people simply, French often uses étre with adjectives:
il est grand, elle est petite, il est vieux, elle est jolie. Some
adjectives change form for masculine and feminine: petit / petite,
vieux / vieille, joli / jolie.

For eyes and hair, French usually uses avoir: il a les yeux marron,
elle a les cheveux noirs. Learn these patterns for “has brown eyes"
and "has black hair." You do not normally say elle est les yeux

bleus.

Some adjectives come after the noun, but a few common ones
often come before it: un grand gateau, une petite photo, un vieux
chat. At A1, it is enough to learn the common patterns as chunks.

In the module you see: les yeux marron, les cheveux noirs et
frisés, une coupe de cheveux terrible, une grande femme. These
are useful ready-made descriptions.

A et pour
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Form Example Meaning

pour C'est pour toi. It's for you.

pour un cadeau pour Zoé a present for Zoé

a Je parle a Zoé. | speak to Zoé.

a Je donne la photo & Mme | give the photo to Mrs
Martin. Martin.

de la part de de la part de Julien et de moi  from Julien and me

French often uses pour to mean "for": C'est pour toi, un cadeau
pour Zoé. This shows the person who receives something or the
purpose.

French also uses a with some verbs to show the receiver: Je parle
a Zoé, je donne la photo a Mme Martin. At A1, it is easiest to learn

common chunks with each verb.

In this module, both are useful: C'est pour toi when giving a
present, and de la part de Julien et de moi for "from Julien and
me". You also see a Hambourg, a Paris, but that a shows place,
not recipient.

A good simple contrast is: un cadeau pour Zoé = a present for
Zoé; je donne le cadeau a Zoé = | give the present to Zoe.

C'était / j'étais

Use c'était for an identity or situation in the past: C'était mon
appartement. The limited state forms j'étais, tu étais, il/elle était
and vous étiez belong to the imperfect. They describe how things
were; completed event stories are taught with the passé composeé

later.

An adjective still agrees with the person: j'étais petit for Lukas,
j'étais petite for Lena. A singular polite vous also takes the

appropriate singular adjective: vous étiez petit/petite.
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Use il y avait for something that existed: Il y avait une trompette.
Learn it as a useful past-state expression here. You can keep the
story simple by describing the picture with these few forms.

For present personal information, say je suis marié/mariée or je
ne suis pas marié/mariée. This describes now and should not be
confused with a childhood photograph.

Form Example Meaning

c'était C'était mon appartement. It was my flat.

j'étais J'étais petit/petite. | was little.

vous étiez Vous étiez ici. You were here.

il y avait Il y avait une trompette. There was a trumpet.

Age uses avoir in the past too: j'avais trente ans, il /elle avait dix
ans, vous aviez dix ans. Learn these few imperfect state forms
alongside j'étais and il était; a full imperfect paradigm is not
required here.
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GRAMMAR

G1) NOTICE THE USEFUL PATTERN

| Underline the form practised in this unit.

Mme Martin  montre son fils.

Meaning: Mrs Martin shows her son.

Zoé a neuf ans, presque dix.

Meaning: Zoé is nine years old, almost ten.

Julien a les cheveux noirs et frisés.

Meaning: Julien has black curly hair.

Ce cadeau est pour Zoe.

Meaning: This present is for Zoé.
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G2) CHOOSE THE FORM

Use the English meaning and the pattern in this unit.

1 Mme Martin montre ______ fils.
A son

B sa

C ses

Meaning: Mrs Martin shows her son.

2 Zoéa______ ans, presque dix.
A vingt-huit
B neuf
c  dix

Meaning: Zoé is nine years old, almost ten.

3 Juliena___ .
A les yeux noirs et frisés

B les cheveux noirs et frisés

C  est les cheveux noirs et frisés

Meaning: Julien has black curly hair.
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Ce cadeau est Zoé.

A de

B pour

Meaning: This present is for Zoé.

Et c'est qui, gargon ?

A cet
B ce

C  cette

Meaning: And who's this boy?

G3) COMPLETE THE MESSAGES

| Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

| les yeux noirs et frisés les cheveux noirs et frisés

Julien a

Meaning: Julien has black curly hair.
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a pour

Ce cadeau est Zoé.

Meaning: This present is for Zoé.

cet ce

Et c'est qui, gargon ?

Meaning: And who's this boy?

G4) BUILD A SENTENCE

Put the words in order.

montre  son Martin  Mme fils.

Meaning: Mrs Martin shows her son.
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2 7Zoé neuf a ans, dix. presque

Meaning: Zoé is nine years old, almost ten.

3 cheveux a les frisés. noirs et Julien

Meaning: Julien has black curly hair.

4 7oé. est cadeau Ce pour

Meaning: This present is for Zoé.

S quii ? ce <clest Et garcon

Meaning: And who's this boy?
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G5) WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 Mrs Martin shows her son. You say:
A’ Mme Martin montre sa fils.

B Mme Martin montre son fils.

2 Zoé is nine years old, almost ten. You say:
A Zoé a dix ans, presque dix.

B Zoé a neuf ans, presque dix.

3 Julien has black curly hair. You say:
A Julien a les cheveux noirs et frisés.

B Julien a les yeux noirs et frisés.

4 This present is for Zoé. You say:

A ) Ce cadeau est a Zoé.

B Ce cadeau est pour Zoé.
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G6) CONNECT MESSAGES AND MEANINGS

Match the pairs.

1 Et c'est qui, ce A

gargon ?

2 | Ce cadeau est pour B

Zoé.

3 Julien a les cheveux C

noirs et frisés.

4 ) Zoé a neuf ans, D
presque dix.

5 Mme Martin montre E
son fils.
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Julien has black curly hair.

This present is for Zoé.

Zoé is nine years old, almost ten

And who's this boy?

Mrs Martin shows her son.
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G7) NOTICE PAST STATES

Underline the form explained in this unit.

C' était mon appartement.

Meaning: It was my flat.

J' étais  petit.

Meaning: | was little.

J' étais  petite.

Meaning: | was little.

Julien était petit.

Meaning: Julien was little.

Vous étiez ici.

Meaning: You were here.
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G8) CHOOSE A PAST FORM

Choose the right word for the gap.

C' mon appartement.

Meaning: It was my flat.

Lukas: J' petit.

A étiez
B était

C étais

Meaning: | was little.

B étais

C étiez

Meaning: | was little.
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4 Julien petit.

A étaient
B étais

C était

Meaning: Julien was little.

A avais

C avait

Meaning: There was a trumpet.
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7 Lukas:Jenesuispas ____ .
A mariés

B marier

C ) marié

Meaning: | am not married.

8 Lena:Jenesvispas ______ .
A marier

B mariés

C ) mariée

Meaning: | am not married.

9 Cesphotos ____ sur le mur.
A étaient
B était

C étais

Meaning: These photos were on the wall.
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petite sur cette photo.

Meaning: Zoé was little in this photo.
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