
SCENE 39 · GRAMMAR
A1

Comprei, comeste, abriu
Completed past actions

8 Exercises   ·   Duration: 25 min.

A bad day Portuguese
Read & listen online

Completed past actions

The pretérito perfeito describes a completed event. Regular −ar: 

falei, falaste, falou, falámos, falaram, falaram. Regular −er: comi, 

comeste, comeu, comemos, comeram, comeram. Regular −ir: 

abri, abriste, abriu, abrimos, abriram, abriram. Portuguese does 

not need an auxiliary for these forms.

European Portuguese falámos in the past contrasts with present 

falamos. Context distinguishes present/past comemos and 

abrimos. Negation precedes the verb: não comprei. Time chunks 

acabei de me levantar (I have just got up) and o João deu-me 

(João gave me) are useful here.

Infiniti
ve

eu tu ele · 
ela

nós vocês · eles · 
elas

Meaning

falar fal
ei

falaste falou falámos falaram speak, 
completed past

comer co
mi

com
este

com
eu

com
emos

comeram eat, completed 
past

abrir abri abriste abriu abr
imos

abriram open, completed 
past

Eu comprei leite.

I bought milk.
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Tu comeste pão.

You ate bread.

Ela abriu a porta.

She opened the door.

Nós falámos português hoje.

We spoke Portuguese today.

Vocês comeram pão hoje.

You ate bread today, plural.

Eles abriram a porta.

They opened the door.

Sou nova (novo) aqui. Vocês comeram pão hoje.

I am new here. You ate bread today, plural.

Sou nova (novo) aqui. Eles abriram a porta.

I am new here. They opened the door.
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GRAMMAR

G1) NOTICE THE USEFUL PATTERN

Underline the form practised in this unit.

1 Eu comprei leite.

Meaning: I bought milk.

2 Tu comeste pão.

Meaning: You ate bread.

3 Ela abriu a porta.

Meaning: She opened the door.

4 Nós falámos português hoje.

Meaning: We spoke Portuguese today.
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G2) CHOOSE THE FORM 1

Choose the right word for the gap.

1 Eu ______ leite.

A compraram

B compraste

C comprei

Meaning: I bought milk.

2 Tu ______ pão.

A comeste

B comi

C comeram

Meaning: You ate bread.

3 Ela ______ a porta.

A abri

B abrimos

C abriu

Meaning: She opened the door.
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4 Nós ______ português hoje.

A falaram

B falámos

C falei

Meaning: We spoke Portuguese today.

5 Vocês ______ pão hoje.

A comeste

B comi

C comeram

Meaning: You ate bread today, plural.

6 Eles ______ a porta.

A abriste

B abri

C abriram

Meaning: They opened the door.
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7 Sou nova aqui. Vocês ______ pão hoje.

A comeram

B comeste

C comi

Meaning: I am new here. You ate bread today, plural.

8 Eu ______ português hoje.

A falaste

B falou

C falei

Meaning: I spoke Portuguese today.

9 Tu ______ português hoje.

A falei

B falaste

C falou

Meaning: You (familiar singular) spoke Portuguese today.
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10 Ele ______ português hoje.

A falaste

B falei

C falou

Meaning: He spoke Portuguese today.

G3) CHOOSE THE FORM 2

Choose the right word for the gap.

1 Vocês ______ português hoje.

A falaram

B falaste

C falei

Meaning: You (plural) spoke Portuguese today.

2 Eu ______ pão hoje.

A comeu

B comi

C comeste

Meaning: I ate bread today.
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3 Ele ______ pão hoje.

A comeu

B comi

C comeste

Meaning: He ate bread today.

4 Nós ______ pão hoje.

A comemos

B comi

C comeste

Meaning: We ate bread today.

5 Eu ______ a porta hoje.

A abriste

B abri

C abriu

Meaning: I opened the door today.
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6 Tu ______ a porta hoje.

A abriste

B abri

C abriu

Meaning: You (familiar singular) opened the door today.

7 Ele ______ a porta hoje.

A abriste

B abri

C abriu

Meaning: He opened the door today.

8 Nós ______ a porta hoje.

A abri

B abrimos

C abriste

Meaning: We opened the door today.
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9 Vocês ______ a porta hoje.

A abri

B abriram

C abriste

Meaning: You (plural) opened the door today.

10 Sou nova aqui. Eles ______ a porta.

A abriram

B abriste

C abri

Meaning: I am new here. They opened the door.

G4) USE THE FORM 1

Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

comeste   comprei   abriu   falámos

Eu _______________ leite.

Meaning: I bought milk.
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falámos   comprei   abriu   comeste

Tu _______________ pão.

Meaning: You ate bread.

comprei   abriu   falámos   comeste

Ela _______________ a porta.

Meaning: She opened the door.

falámos   abriu   comprei   comeste

Nós _______________ português hoje.

Meaning: We spoke Portuguese today.
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comeram   abriu   comprei   comeste

Vocês _______________ pão hoje.

Meaning: You ate bread today, plural.

comeste   abriram   comprei   abriu

Eles _______________ a porta.

Meaning: They opened the door.

abriu   comprei   comeste   comeram

Sou nova aqui. Vocês _______________ pão hoje.

Meaning: I am new here. You ate bread today, plural.
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comprei   comeste   abriu   falei

Eu _______________ português hoje.

Meaning: I spoke Portuguese today.

abriu   falaste   comeste   comprei

Tu _______________ português hoje.

Meaning: You (familiar singular) spoke Portuguese today.

comprei   abriu   comeste   falou

Ele _______________ português hoje.

Meaning: He spoke Portuguese today.
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G5) USE THE FORM 2

Fill the gaps with the words from the box.

comemos   falaram   comi   comeu

Vocês _______________ português hoje.

Meaning: You (plural) spoke Portuguese today.

comemos   falaram   comeu   comi

Eu _______________ pão hoje.

Meaning: I ate bread today.

comemos   comeu   falaram   comi

Ele _______________ pão hoje.

Meaning: He ate bread today.
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comemos   comeu   falaram   comi

Nós _______________ pão hoje.

Meaning: We ate bread today.

falaram   comi   comeu   abri

Eu _______________ a porta hoje.

Meaning: I opened the door today.

falaram   comi   comeu   abriste

Tu _______________ a porta hoje.

Meaning: You (familiar singular) opened the door today.
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comi   abriu   falaram   comeu

Ele _______________ a porta hoje.

Meaning: He opened the door today.

comeu   falaram   comi   abrimos

Nós _______________ a porta hoje.

Meaning: We opened the door today.

comeu   abriram   comi   falaram

Vocês _______________ a porta hoje.

Meaning: You (plural) opened the door today.
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falaram   comeu   abriram   comi

Sou nova aqui. Eles _______________ a porta.

Meaning: I am new here. They opened the door.

G6) BUILD A SENTENCE

Put the words in order.

1 Eu leite. comprei

Meaning: I bought milk.

2 Tu pão. comeste

Meaning: You ate bread.
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3 Ela abriu porta. a

Meaning: She opened the door.

4 Nós hoje. português falámos

Meaning: We spoke Portuguese today.

5 pão comeram hoje. Vocês

Meaning: You ate bread today, plural.

6 a abriram Eles porta.

Meaning: They opened the door.
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G7) WHAT WOULD YOU SAY?

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 I bought milk. You say:

A Eu compraste leite.

B Eu comprei leite.

2 You ate bread. You say:

A Tu comeste pão.

B Tu comi pão.

3 She opened the door. You say:

A Ela abriu a porta.

B Ela abri a porta.

4 We spoke Portuguese today. You say:

A Nós falei português hoje.

B Nós falámos português hoje.
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G8) CONNECT MESSAGES AND MEANINGS

Match the pairs.

1 Tu comeste pão. A She opened the door.

2 Eu comprei leite. B I am new here. They opened 

the door.

3 Eles abriram a 

porta.

C We spoke Portuguese today.

4 Vocês comeram 

pão hoje.

D I am new here. You ate bread 

today, plural.

5 Sou nova aqui. 

Vocês comeram 

pão hoje.

E I bought milk.

6 Ela abriu a porta. F You ate bread today, plural.

7 Sou nova aqui. Eles 

abriram a porta.

G They opened the door.
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8 Nós falámos 

português hoje.

H You ate bread.
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