Al

SCENE 42 - GRAMMAR

Maciau, girdéjau

The past for | and you

8 Exercises - Duration: 25 min.

( The festival J ( Lithuanian J | )
Pead & licten on me\/

To say what you did, saw or heard, Lithuanian has one simple past
tense. You already know buvau, | was, and buvo, it was. Every
verb works the same way, in one of two types, named after the
3rd person singular (he, she, it): the —o past, dirbo, and the -é
past, mate.

THE PAST TENSE: AS AND TU

Infinitive as tu jis  ji Meaning
-o past: -au - -ai * -0

dirbti dirbau dirbai dirbo to work
girdeti girdéjau girdéjai girdéjo to hear
-é past: -iau : -ei - -é

matyti madiauv matei mateé to see

valgyti valgiau valgei valge to eat

Before -iau, some consonants change: matyti > madiau, | saw.
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Grammar: Maciau, girdéjau

COURSE A1

ALL SIX PERSONS
Infinitive a$ tu jis + ji
-o past
dirbti dirbau  dirbai dirbo
-é past

matyti macdiau matei maté

mes jus

dirbome dirbote

matéme mateéte

You will practise he, she, we and they in the next unit.

MORE VERBS YOU KNOW

Infinitive as tu jis « ji

-o past

groti grojau grojai grojo
buti buvau buvai buvo
ieskoti ieskojau ieskojai ieskojo
miegoti miegojau miegojai miegojo
rasti radav radai rado
eiti éjau éjai éjo

-é past

sakyti sakiau sakei sake
gerti gériau geérei géré

jie - jos Meaning

dirbo to work

mate to see

Meaning

to play

to be

to look for
to sleep
to find

to go

to say

to drink

Some verbs change inside too: rasti > radau - eiti > éjau - gerti > gériau. Learn the 3rd

person singular with each verb, and the rest follows.

TIP

ne goes in front: nemaciau, | didn't see - neradau, | didn't find -
negirdéjai, you didn't hear. pa- often means all at once: maciau is |
saw, pamaciau is | caught sight of.

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de

2/24


http://www.lernlaterne.de

Grammar: Maciau, girdéjau COURSE A1

AS ten buvau.

| was there.

AS pamaciau sesélj ant scenos.
| saw a shadow on the stage.

Taip, as irgi girdéjau.

Yes, | heard it too.

AS ieskojau Miciaus visg vakarg. Bet neradau.

| looked for Micius all evening. But | didn't find him.

Miciau, kur tu buvai?

Micius, where were you?

GRAMMAR

G1) FIND THE WORDS

| Underline the verbs in the past.

AS ten buvau. Sviesos uzgeso.

Meaning: | was there. The lights went out.

AS pamaciau Sesélj ant scenos.

Meaning: | saw a shadow on the stage.
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AS irgi girdéjau  trimita.

Meaning: | heard the trumpet too.

AS  ieskojau  Miciaus, bet neradau.

Meaning: | looked for Micius, but | didn't find him.

AS maciau tik  blynus!

Meaning: | only saw pancakes!

AS dirbau, tu grojai, o Micius ieSkojo pyrago.

Meaning: | worked, you played, and Micius looked for cake.

AS grojau tamsoje, bet visi girdéjo.

Meaning: | played in the dark, but everybody heard it.

Micius valgé pyragg, geéré pieng ir miegojo po

stalu!

Meaning: Micius ate the cake, drank milk and slept under the table!
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9 Elze, tu valgei blynus ir gérei arbata?

Meaning: Elzé, did you eat pancakes and drink tea?

10 Elze, ka tu girdéjai? Kag tu sakei? Kur tu
ejai?

Meaning: Elzé, what did you hear? What did you say? Where did

you go?

G2) I: -AU OR -1AU?

Choose the right word for the gap.

A buvau
B buvo

C  buvai

Meaning: | was there.

2 AS___ tik blynus.
A matei

B maciau

C mate

Meaning: | only saw pancakes.
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A girdeéjai
B girdéjau

Cc ) girdeéjo

Meaning: | heard it too.

As ___ Miciaus visg vakara.
A ieSkojau
B ieSkojo
C  ieskojai

Meaning: | looked for Micius all evening.

A valgiau
B valge

C ) valgei

Meaning: | ate a pancake.
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COURSE A1

6

Vakare as prie kavinés prekystalio.

A dirbo
B dirbau

c  dirbai

Meaning: In the evening | worked at the café stall.

As tamsoje.
A grojai

B grojau

C grojo

Meaning: | played in the dark.

As ___ Miciy po stalu!
A radau
B radai

C  rado

Meaning: | found Micius under the table!
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COURSE A1

9 AS___ : ,Miciau, ne!"
B sakiau

C  sakei

Meaning: | said: 'Micius, no!'

10 AS ______ arbata ant suoliuko.
A géré

B geériau

C  gérei

Meaning: | drank tea on the bench.

G3) YOU: -Al OR -EI?

Choose the right word for the gap.

1 Elze, artu trimitg?

A girdéjo
B girdéjau

C  girdéjai

Meaning: Elzé, did you hear the trumpet?
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2 Jonai,katu______ ?
A mate

B maciau

C matei

Meaning: Jonas, what did you see?

3 Miciav, kurtu ____ ?
A buvai

B buvau

C ) buvo

Meaning: Micius, where were you?

4L Miciav,artu ______ pyraga?
A valgei
B valgiau

C  valge

Meaning: Micius, did you eat the cake?
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S

6

7

Jonai, kurtu ______ kandiklj?
A padéjai
B padéjo

C ) padéjau

Meaning: Jonas, where did you put the mouthpiece?

Jonai, tu Sestadienj daug ______
A ) dirbau
B dirbai

c  dirbo

Meaning: Jonas, you worked hard on Saturday.

Jonai, tu labai graziai ______ !
A grojau
B grojai

C grojo

Meaning: Jonas, you played beautifully!
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8 Elze,kotu____ po stalu?
A ieskojo
B ieskojau
C  ieskojai

Meaning: Elzé, what were you looking for under the table?

9 Jonai,artu______ kandiklj?
A radau
B radai

C  rado

Meaning: Jonas, did you find the mouthpiece?

10 Mociute, kg tu ______ ?
A sake
B sakiau

C  sakei

Meaning: Grandma, what did you say?
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COURSE A1

G4) |, YOU, WE

Choose the right word for the gap.

Modiute, tu ____ !
A miegojau

B miegojai

C miegojo

Meaning: Grandma, you were asleep!

Elze, kur tu po koncerto?

A ejai

B €jau

C éjo

Meaning: Elzé, where did you go after the concert?

Jonai, tu kava pries koncerta?

A geériau

B gerei

C géré

Meaning: Jonas, did you drink coffee before the concert?
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4L Pokoncertoas ___ labai gerai.
A miegojo

B miegojai

C ) miegojau

Meaning: After the concert | slept very well.

5 Pokoncertoas ___ namo.
A éjau

B €jo

C) éjai

Meaning: After the concert | went home.

6 Mes______ visg vakara.
A dirbome
B dirbo

c  dirbote

Meaning: We worked all evening.
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7 Juos______ prie kavinés prekystalio?
A dirbome
B dirbai

c ) dirbote

Meaning: Were you working at the café stall?

8 Mes___ vaiduoklj!
A mateme

B mate

C  matete

Meaning: We saw a ghost!

A matei
B matéeme

C  matete

Meaning: Did you see the shadow?
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COURSE A1

G5) WHAT DID THEY DO?

Answer the questions.

K3 daré Jonas?
A ) Jis grojo.
B Jis grojai.

C ) Jis grojau.

Meaning: What did Jonas do?

Ka dareé Micius?
A Jis miegos po stalu.
B ' Jis miegojo po stalu.

C  Jis miegojau po stalu.

Meaning: What did Micius do?

Ka daré Ruta?

A Ji dirbai prie prekystalio.

B Ji dirbau prie prekystalio.

C ) Jidirbo prie prekystalio.

Meaning: What did Ruta do?
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Ka girdéjo Elzé?
A ) Ji girdéjai trimita.
B Ji girdéjo trimita.

C ) Ji girdéjau trimita.

Meaning: What did Elzé hear?

K3 mate Ruta?
A Ji matei Sesél;.
B Ji maté Sesél;.

C  Ji maciau Sesélj.

Meaning: What did Ruta see?

K3 daré Ona prie scenos?
A Jivalgiau blyng ir gériau arbata.
B Ji valgeé blyng ir géreé arbata.

C ) Jivalgei blyng ir gérei arbata.

Meaning: What did Ona do by the stage?

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de

16/24


http://www.lernlaterne.de

Grammar: Maciau, girdéjau COURSE A1

K3 saké Ona?
A ) Ji saké: ,Micius bus namie."
B Ji sakiau: ,Micius buvo namie."

C  Ji saké: ,Micius buvo namie."

Meaning: What did Ona say?

Ko ieskojo Jonas?
A Jis ieskojo kandiklio.
B Jis ieskojai kandiklio.

C  Jis ieskojau kandiklio.

Meaning: What was Jonas looking for?

Ka rado Elzé po stalu?
A Jiradau blyna.
B Ji radai blyna.

C ) Jirado blyna.

Meaning: What did Elzé find under the table?
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10 Kur éjo Tomas po koncerto?
A Jis €jo namo.
B Jis €jJau namo.

C ) Jis €jai namo.

Meaning: Where did Tomas go after the concert?

G6) PUT THE WORDS IN ORDER

Put the words in order.

1T  ten buvau. A$

Meaning: | was there.

2 A$  girdéjau  trimita.  irgi

Meaning: | heard the trumpet too.
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3  buvai, Miciau? Kur tu

Meaning: Where were you, Micius?

4 magiau tik AS  blynus.

Meaning: | only saw pancakes.

S vakara. ie$kojau Miciaus visg = A$

Meaning: | looked for Micius all evening.

6 grojo, o Elzé Jonas éjo namo.

Meaning: Jonas played, and Elzé went home.
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7 namie. rado Modiutée Miciy

Meaning: Grandma found Micius at home.

8 dirbai. Jonai, S$eStadienj tu daug

Meaning: Jonas, you worked hard on Saturday.

9 J0s matéme o koncerta. mes dirbote,

Meaning: You worked, and we watched the concert.

10 gériau  A$  ir sédéjau  arbata.

Meaning: | sat and drank tea.
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G7) THE RIGHT WORDS

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 RuUta asks if you were at the festival. Say you were there. You say:
A Taip, a$ ten buvai.
B Taip, as ten bUsiu.

C  Taip, a$ ten buvau.

2 Ruta tells you she heard the trumpet in the dark too. Ruta says:
A AS irgi girdéjai trimita.
B AS irgi girdéjau trimita.

C ASirgi girdésiu trimita.

3 Ask Elzé what she saw. You say:
A Kg tu matei?
B K3 jUs matete?

C Ka tu maciau?

4 Say you looked for Micius but didn't find him. You say:
A leskojau Miciaus, bet neradau.
B leskojai Miciaus, bet neradai.

C  leskosiu Miciaus, bet nerasiu.
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5 Tell Elzé what her grandma said: Micius was at home. You say:
A Mocdiuté saké: ,Micius buvo namie."
B Mociuté sakiau: ,Micius buvo namie."

C  Mocdiuté saké: ,Micius bus namie."

6 Ask Elze if she looked for Micius too, and if she found him. You

say:
A Ar tu irgi ieskosi Miciaus? Ar rasi?
B Artu irgi ieSkojai Miciaus? Ar radai?

C Ar tu irgi ieskojau Miciaus? Ar radau?

7 Elzeé tells her grandma that Ruta saw the ghost. Elzé says:
A ROta maciau vaiduoklj!
B RUta mateé vaiduoklj!

C ' Ruta matei vaiduoklj!

8 Ona says she wasn't asleep at the concert. Elzé says she was.

Elze says:
A Mociute, tu miegojai!
B Mociute, tu miegosi!

C ' Mociute, a$ miegojau!
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9 Ona asks what you did after the concert. Say you went home and

slept. You say:
A AS eisiu namo ir miegosiu.
B AS €jau namo ir miegojau.

C  AS éjai namo ir miegojai.

10 Elzé asks what you said to Micius when you saw him on the table.

You say:
A AS sakeé: ,Miciau, ne!"
B ) AS sakiau: ,Miciau, ne!"

C ) AS sakei: ,Miciau, ne!"
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G8) WHAT DID | DO?

Match the pairs.

buvau | was

dirbome | saw

valgiau we worked

matei | went

maciau | heard

€jau you saw (to a friend)
girdéjau | found

radau | ate
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