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SCENE 41 - GRAMMAR

Se ndoqq, se jkun hemm

The future

8 Exercises - Duration: 25 min.

( The festival J ( Maltese J

Pead & licten online

The future tense is the set of verb forms for what will happen.
Maltese makes it the easy way: se goes in front of the present
tense, and the verb keeps its person letter, as always. Indoqq is |
play, se ndoqq is I'll play. ll-kuncert se jibda fit-tmienja. The
concert will start at eight. Some people say ser or ha instead of se:

Ha nara. I'll see.

THE FUTURE TENSE: SE AND THE PRESENT
Verb jien int - hi hu ahna intom huma Meaning

Most verbs: n- - t- - j-, and -u in the plural

jagh sen set sej sen set sej make,

mel aghmel aghmel aghmel aghmlu aghmlu aghml do

jibda sen set sej se nibd setibd sejibd start
ibda ibda ibda ew ew ew

With an i- in front: after se the i drops, and an i- alone becomes j-

idog sen sed sej sen sed sej play

q doqq doqq doqq dogqu doqqu doqqu (music)

imur sem setmur sejmur sem set sej go
mur morru morru morru

int and hi sound the same, as in every present: se tibda is you'll start, or she'll start. se
ends in a vowel, so the i- in front of a verb drops after it: indoqq, se ndoqq - iddoqq,
se ddoqq - immur, se mmur. When nothing else is left in front, it turns into j-: idoqq, se

jdoqgq.
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The present has no word for am, is or are (Jien Marija), but the
future needs one: se nkun, I'll be, se jkun, he'll be, it'll be. Se jkun
hemm is there will be. After it, a noun for something new has no
article: Se jkun hemm rih gawwi, u forsi borra. There'll be a strong
wind, and maybe snow. Will have is se jkolli, with the same
endings as ghandi.

WILL BE, WILL HAVE

Person se jkun se jkolli Meaning

Singular

jien se nkun se jkolli I'll be - I'll have

int se tkun se jkollok you'll be - you'll
have

hu se jkun se jkollu he'll be - he'll have

hi se tkun se jkollha she'll be - she'll
have

Plural

ahna se nkunu se jkollna we'll be - we'll have

intom se tkunu se jkollkom you'll be - you'll
have

huma se jkunu se jkollhom they'll be - they'll
have

Se jkun hemm rih, there'll be wind, but se jkun hemm il-kuncert, the concert will be

there: with the article it is a thing you already know about.

Won't is mhux in front of se: Mhux se mmur. | won't go. lllum
mhux se jkun hemm borra. There won't be any snow today. For a

she, people say mhix: Marija mhix se tigi. Marija isn't coming.

TIP

Words that point ahead: illejla, tonight - ghada, tomorrow - iktar
tard, later - f'ghaxar minuti, in ten minutes. As in English, the
present tense can do it too: Il-kuncert jibda f'ghaxar minuti. The
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concert starts in ten minutes.
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Int se tiehu I-flus, u jien se naghmel il-kafé.

You'll take the money, and I'll make the coffee.

II-kuncert se jibda fit-tmienja. Gorg se jdoqq l-ewwel.

The concert will start at eight. Gorg will play first.

Iktar tard se jkun hemm rih gawwi. U forsi borra.

Later there'll be a strong wind. And maybe snow.

Borra? F'Malta? Illum mhux se jkun hemm borra.

Snow? In Malta? There won't be any snow today.

lllejla se ndogq ghalik.

Tonight I'll play for you.

GRAMMAR

G1) FIND THE WORDS

| Underline the verb after se.

lI-kuncert se jibda fit-tmienja, u Gorg se jdoqq

l-ewwel.

Meaning: The concert will start at eight, and Gorg will play first.
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Jien se nkun fuq il-bank, u Ella se tkun

mat-tfal.

Meaning: I'll be on the bench, and Ella will be with the children.

Int se tiehu I-flus, u jien se naghmel il-kafe.

Meaning: You'll take the money, and I'll make the coffee.

lktar tard se jkun hemm rih  gawwi.

Meaning: Later there'll be a strong wind.

lllejla  se ndoqq ghalik, Sinjura Marija.

Meaning: Tonight I'll play for you, Mrs Marija.

Ahna se mmorru quddiem il-palk. U intom, se

tmorru  wkoll?

Meaning: We'll go in front of the stage. And you two, will you go

too?
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Ahna t-tfal se nibdew wara Gorg, u se nkunu

fug il-palk!

Meaning: We children will start after Gorg, and we'll be on the

stage!

Ahna se ndogqqu l-ewwel, u intom se tkunu

quddiem il-palk.

Meaning: We'll play first, and you'll be in front of the stage.

lllejla se jkolli hafna xoghol, u int se jkollok

il-flus.

Meaning: Tonight I'll have a lot of work, and you'll have the money.
Cikku se jkollu I-imgarrun, u Ella se jkollha

I-kejk.

Meaning: Cikku will have the macaroni, and Ella will have the cake.
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G2) WHO WILL DO IT? |, YOU, HE, SHE

Choose the right word for the gap.

Jiense ___ il-kafe.
A naghmel
B taghmel

C  jaghmel

Meaning: I'll make the coffee.

Lina, int se I-imqgarrun ukoll?

A taghmel
B jaghmel

Cc  naghmel

Meaning: Lina, will you make the macaroni too?

U Cikku? X'se ______ Cikku?
A jaghmel

B taghmel

C  naghmel

Meaning: And Cikku? What will Cikku do?
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4 ll-kunéertse ______ fit-tmienja.
A nibdew
B nibda

C ) jibda

Meaning: The concert will start at eight.

5 Jien se bil-kanzunetta I-qadima.

Meaning: I'll start with the old song.

6 Ella, int se tkanta wara Gorg.

A nibda
B tibda

C ) jibda

Meaning: Ella, you'll start singing after Gorg,.

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de 8/26


http://www.lernlaterne.de

Grammar: Se ndoqq, se jkun hemm COURSE A1

7 lMlejlase ______
A jdoqq
B ndoqq

C ) ddoqq

Meaning: Tonight I'll play for you.

8 Gorg,intse ______ l-ewwel?
A jdoqq
B ndoqq

c ddoqq

Meaning: Gorg, will you play first?

9 Gorgse ______ l-ewwel.
A jdoqqg
B ddoqq

¢ ndoqq

Meaning: Gorg will play first.
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10 Wara l-kunéertse ___ id-dar.
A mmur

B jmur

C  tmur

Meaning: After the concert I'll go home.

G3) WE, YOU, THEY: -U IN THE PLURAL

Choose the right word for the gap.

1 lllejla ahna se imqgarrun il-forn.

A taghmlu

B naghmlu

C  jaghmlu

Meaning: Tonight we'll make baked macaroni.

2 Intomse ___ I-kafé?
A taghmlu
B jaghmlu

Cc  naghmlu

Meaning: Will you two make the coffee?
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4L

LinavEllase ______ I-imqarrun il-forn.
A taghmlu

B naghmlu

C ) jaghmlu

Meaning: Lina and Ella will make the baked macaroni.

ARna se fit-tmienja.

B jibdew

C  tibdew

Meaning: We'll start at eight.

Intom se bil-kanzunetta I-gdida?
A nibdew
B jibdew

C  tibdew

Meaning: Will you start with the new song?
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6 It-tfalse ikantaw wara Gorg.
A tibdew
B nibdew

C ) jibdew

Meaning: The children will start singing after Gorg.

7 lllejla ahnase ______ fil-festa.
A ndogqu
B | jdogqu

c ) ddogqu

Meaning: Tonight we'll play at the festa.

8 Gorg, intom se fuq il-palk?

A ndogqu
B ddogqu

C ) jdoqqu

Meaning: Gorg, will you all play on the stage?

© 2026 - www.lernlaterne.de 12/26


http://www.lernlaterne.de

Grammar: Se ndoqq, se jkun hemm

COURSE A1

9 Gorg v I-hbieb tieghu se fuq il-palk.

A ndogqu
B ddogqu

Cc ) jdoqqu

Meaning: Gorg and his friends will play on the stage.

10 Nanna, ahna se quddiem il-palk!

A jmorru

B mmorru

C  tmorru

Meaning: Grandma, we'll go in front of the stage!

G4) WILL BE, WILL HAVE

Choose the right word for the gap.

1 Ilktartardse ___ hemm rih qawwi.
A jkun

B jkunu

C ) nkun

Meaning: Later there'll be a strong wind.
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4L

lllejlase ______ fil-bankarell.
A tkun

B jkun

C ) nkun

Meaning: Tonight I'll be at the stall.

Int se fil-bankarell ta' Lina, hux?

B jkun

C ) nkun

Meaning: You'll be at Lina's stall, won't you?

ARnase ______ fuq il-bank, quddiem il-palk.
A tkunu

B nkunu

C ) jkunu

Meaning: We'll be on the bench, in front of the stage.
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Intomse ___ mat-tfal?
A tkunu

B jkunu

C ) nkunu

Meaning: Will you two be with the children?

It-tfal se ______ fuq il-palk.
B jkunu

C ) nkunu

Meaning: The children will be on the stage.

lllejla se hafna xoghol.

A jkolli

B jkollu

C ) jkollok

Meaning: Tonight I'll have a lot of work.
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8 lllejla se il-kowt il-qadim tieghi.

A ) jkollha
B jkollok

c ) jkolli

Meaning: Tonight you'll have my old raincoat.

9 Cikkuse _____ I-imgarrun kollu!
A ) jkollha

B jkolli

C  jkollu

Meaning: Cikku will have all the macaroni!

10 lllejlaEllase ______ festa sabiha hafna.
A jkollha

B jkollu

c  jkollna

Meaning: Tonight Ella will have a lovely festa.
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G5) ANSWER THE QUESTION

Answer the questions.

Fejn se tmur Ella?
A Se jmur quddiem il-palk, mat-tfal.
B Se mmur quddiem il-palk, mat-tfal.

C ) Se tmur quddiem il-palk, mat-tfal.

Meaning: Where will Ella go?

U Tonio? Fejn se jmur wara |-kuncert?
A Se mmorru d-dar.
B Se jmur id-dar.

C Se tmur id-dar.

Meaning: And Tonio? Where will he go after the concert?

Gorg u I-hbieb tieghu fejn se jmorru?
A Se jmorru fuq il-palk.
B Se tmorru fuq il-palk.

C  Se jmur fuq il-palk.

Meaning: Where will Gorg and his friends go?
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S

U ahna, fejn se mmorru?
A Intom se tmorru quddiem il-palk.
B Intom se jmorru quddiem il-palk.

C ) Intom se mmorru quddiem il-palk.

Meaning: And where will we go?

Se jkollna hafna xoghol illejla?
A lva, se jkollna hafna xoghol!
B lva, se nkunu hafna xoghol!

C  lva, se jkollu hafna xoghol!

Meaning: Will we have a lot of work tonight?

Ella v t-tfal se jkollhom kanzunetta gdida?
A lva, se jkollkom kanzunetta gdida.
B lva, se jkollhom kanzunetta gdida.

C  lva, se jkollha kanzunetta gdida.

Meaning: Will Ella and the children have a new song?
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Nanna, ahna se jkollna imgarrun il-forn?
A lva, intom se jkollhom |-imgarrun ta' Lina.
B lva, intom se jkollkom |-imqgarrun ta' Lina.
C ) lva, intom se jkollna I-imgarrun ta' Lina.
Meaning: Grandma, will we have baked macaroni?
U int, x'se taghmel illejla?
A Se taghmel il-kafé ma' Lina.
B Se jaghmel il-kafe ma' Lina.
C  Se naghmel il-kafé ma' Lina.
Meaning: And you, what will you do tonight?
G6) THE PLAN FOR TONIGHT
| Fill the gaps with the words from the box.
| ndoqgqg jibdew nibdew ddoqq
Gorg, int se l-ewwel, u t-tfal se wara.

Meaning: Gorg, you'll play first, and the children will start after you.
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jmur tmur mmur

Wara |-kuncert, jien se id-dar, imma Tonio se

jizfen!

Meaning: After the concert I'll go home, but Tonio will go dancing!

taghmlu jaghmlu naghmlu

Intom se |-kafe, u ahna se l-imgarrun.

Meaning: You'll make the coffee, and we'll make the macaroni.

ddogqu jdoqgqu

Gorg u |-hbieb tieghu se , U n-nies se jizfnu.

Meaning: Gorg and his friends will play, and people will dance.
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nibdew tibdew

Gorg, intom se fit-tmienja jew iktar tard?

Meaning: Gorg, will you start at eight or later?

jkollna nkunu jkollhom jkunu

It-tfal se fug il-palk, u se kanzunetta

gdida.

Meaning: The children will be on the stage, and they'll have a new

song.

jkollkom jkollna

Nanna, ahna se imqgarrun il-forn?

Meaning: Grandma, will we have baked macaroni?
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jkollhom jkollkom

lva, u intom se il-kejk ukoll.

Meaning: Yes, and you'll have cake too.

G7) PUT THE WORDS IN ORDER

Put the words in order.

issa? X'se naghmel

Meaning: What am | going to do now?

int, U taghmel wara x'se Lina, I-festa?

Meaning: And you, Lina, what will you do after the festa?
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3 se Cikku jaghmel mhux jorgod. Se  xejn.

Meaning: Cikku won't do anything. He'll sleep.

4 Lina u jaghmlu l-imgarrun. se Ella

Meaning: Lina and Ella will make the macaroni.

S  |-gadima. bil-kanzunetta Jien nibda = se

Meaning: I'll start with the old song.

6 Ella, Gorg. tibda int se wara tkanta

Meaning: Ella, you'll start singing after Gorg.
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7 intom Gorg, fugq ddogqu se il-palk?

Meaning: Gorg, will you all play on the stage?

8 quddiem tmur Nanna, se int il-palk?

Meaning: Grandma, will you go in front of the stage?

9 in-nies se I|-kuncert, jmorru Wara d-dar.

Meaning: After the concert, people will go home.

10 se lllum hemm jkun borra. mhux

Meaning: There won't be any snow today.
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G8) THE RIGHT WORDS

Choose the right words for the situation.

1 Gorg can't find his mouthpiece, and Cikku has gone. Promise

you'll find the cat. You say:
A Jien se nsib lil Cikku!
B Jien se jsib lil Cikku!

C ) Int se ssib lil Cikku!

2 Lina asks what your job at the stall will be. Say you'll take the

money. You say:
A Jien se jiehu |-flus.
B Jien se niehu I-flus.

C  Int se tiehu I-flus.

3 Marija thinks it might snow. Tell her there won't be any snow

today. You say:
A lllum mhux se jkun hemm borra.
B lllum mhux se jkun hemm il-borra.

C ) lllum mhux se nkun hemm borra.
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4 Marija reads out the running order and tells Gorg when he's on.

Marija says:
A Int se jdoqgqg |-ewwel.
B Int se ndoqq [-ewwel.

C  Int se ddoqgq l-ewwel.

5 Ella asks if you'll dance tonight. Say yes, you will. You say:
A lva, se jizfen!
B Iva, se tizfen!

C  lva, se nizfen!

6 Ella asks what Lina will do. Tell her Lina will make the baked

macaroni. You say:
A Lina se naghmel |I-imgarrun il-forn.
B Lina se taghmel l-imgarrun il-forn.

C  Lina se jaghmel I-imgarrun il-forn.

7 Ask Marija and Ella if they'll be at the concert. You say:
A Intom se tkunu fil-kuncert?
B Intom se nkunu fil-kuncert?

C  Int se tkun fil-kuncert?
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